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“The future of cultural tourism – towards a sustainable model” –

Recommendation 266 (2009) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe 
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 23 September 2009 at the 1066th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1. 
The Committee of Ministers has considered Recommendation 266 (2009) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “The future of cultural tourism – towards a sustainable model”. It has brought it to the attention of governments of member states and has communicated it to the different committees competent in this area.

2. 
The Committee of Ministers shares the general views of the Congress on the importance of cultural tourism from the standpoint of dialogue and mutual understanding between communities and the quest for sustainable development models designed to preserve local cultural resources for future generations. It notes that this approach is in line with the work carried out by the Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT) and the Steering Committee for Cultural Heritage and Landscape (CDPATEP). It also notes the contribution made in this area by the Committee of Senior Officials of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT) and draws the Congress’ attention to the comments made by the CEMAT (see Appendix to this reply).  
3. 
In the heritage sector, the Council of Europe has developed a set of standards and principles, such as Recommendation Rec(2003)1 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the promotion of tourism to foster the cultural heritage as a factor for sustainable development, which establishes an approach and means of action and management methods aimed at striking a fair balance between local economic development and the specific requirements of integrated heritage protection.
4. 
The Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for Society (Faro, 2005) should also be mentioned. Article 7 of the convention draws attention to the contribution of heritage to dialogue, since heritage interpretation and education can play a key role in highlighting diversity and in conflict prevention. The Committee of Ministers encourages member states that have not yet done so, to consider signing or ratifying the Faro Convention, in order to ensure its entry into force as soon as possible. Finally, reference should be made to the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions adopted by UNESCO in October 2005, which is also relevant to the objectives expressed by the Congress.  
5. 
The CDCULT and the CDPATEP work together to promote the implementation of these principles through particularly representative activities such as the Council of Europe Cultural Routes Programme and European Heritage Days. The CDCULT contributes also to overseeing the work of the Kyiv Initiative, which is a model project for implementing the principles of Congress Recommendation 266 (2009) in a hands-on cultural and heritage project context in five European countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine), and includes a key element on sustainable cultural tourism (wine cultural routes). The issue of sustainable cultural tourism was dealt with in the framework of the conference on “Culture and development – 20 years after the fall of communism in Europe” (Krakow, 4-6 June 2009). As to the CDPATEP, it is required, under its terms of reference which cover both cultural heritage and landscapes, to contribute to the joint efforts to identify and disseminate good practices in matters of sustainable cultural tourism, notably by monitoring the implementation of the Council of Europe's conventions on cultural heritage and the landscape and by utilising the interactive working tool constituted by the HEREIN information system. 
6. 
The Committee of Ministers considers that all of these Council of Europe activities represent a substantial acquis and provide an interesting contribution to the mastery of balanced cultural tourism.
Appendix to the reply

Comments from the Committee of Senior Officials of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT) 

The Committee of Senior Officials of the CEMAT: 

–
shares the concern of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe as to the need to promote cultural tourism as a sustainable model;

–
recalls that the Guiding Principles for sustainable spatial development of the European continent, as defined in Recommendation Rec(2002)1 of the Committee of Ministers to member states, refer to the 7th Principle devoted to “Enhancing the cultural heritage as a factor for development”, with the following statements: 

“41.
Increasing the appeal of localities and regions for investors, tourists and the general public by enhancing the cultural heritage makes an important contribution to economic development and to strengthening regional identity.  Spatial development policy should contribute to integrated management of the cultural heritage conceived as an evolutionary process protecting and conserving the heritage and taking into account the needs of modern society.  Many countries contain monuments to and bear traces of various artistic schools and movements, reflected, for example, in the Renaissance route, the routes of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation, the Venetian, Byzantine and Ottoman routes, the Hanseatic and Viking routes, the Art Nouveau and Modern Art routes.  Their identification and the development of common approaches to conservation, restoration and use should be the subject of a great cultural routes programme.  In the same way, valuable heritage forming part of European industrial and social history could be included in the cultural routes and so be preserved for the benefit of future generations.  Not only conservation of the past is at stake, but also harmony and creativity in the spatial relationship between modern architecture, urban design and the traditional heritage.

42.
In many member states, there are aspects of the cultural and historical heritage which, on account of historical changes, events and changing frontiers, belong not just to one but to several nations, language communities and religious groups, some of whom no longer even live in the regions concerned.  Spatial development policy has to preserve and respect the memory of every nationality, language community and religious group which has created a specific aspect of cultural heritage.”

–
recalls that the Ljubljana Declaration on “The territorial dimension of sustainable development” adopted by the Ministers responsible for Regional Planning at the 13th session of the CEMAT (Ljubljana, 17 September 2003), points out that the Guiding Principles for sustainable spatial development of the European continent introduced a fourth dimension to the three classical elements of sustainable development (economic sustainability, environmental sustainability and social sustainability) – that of cultural sustainability.

–
confirms its commitment that spatial development policies still promote and enhance cultural and sustainable tourism, and decides to reaffirm this wish at the 15th session of the CEMAT, to be held in Moscow, on “Future challenges: sustainable development of the European continent in a changing world“ (Russian Federation, 2010).
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