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“Good governance: a key factor for the sustainable economic development of regions” –
Recommendation 265 (2009) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 4 November 2009 at the 1069th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has considered Recommendation 265 (2009) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Good governance: a key factor for the sustainable economic development of regions”.  It has brought the recommendation to the attention of the governments of member states and forwarded it to the committees most directly concerned by the issues it raises.

2.
The Committee of Ministers agrees that good governance is essential at all levels of government and an essential objective to be pursued by member states in order to respond to the challenges facing our societies and meet the legitimate expectations of citizens. It encompasses sustainable economic development and requires transparent, inclusive, efficient and accountable decision making in accordance with the rule of law. 

3.
Promoting good governance is a priority of member states of the Council of Europe, and was confirmed as such at the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (Warsaw, 2005).  It will be at the heart of discussions during the next Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for local and regional government which will be held in Utrecht on 16 and 17 November 2009, the theme of which is “Good governance at local and regional level in turbulent times: the challenge of change”.  Deciding on further steps in pursuing the common objective of delivering good local and regional governance will be the main aim of the conference, particularly in the light of the economic and financial crises. The present recommendation is fully in line with this objective and the Committee of Ministers would encourage the active participation of the Congress in the conference.

4.
With respect to the specific recommendations of the Congress, the Committee of Ministers would refer to its reply to Congress Recommendation 240 (2008) containing the draft European Charter of Regional Democracy in which it informed the Congress that it was not able to support the adoption of a legally binding instrument in the field of regional democracy. However, the Committee of Ministers has noted that the above-mentioned conference in Utrecht will consider the work which has been carried out jointly by the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) and the Congress on a reference framework for regional democracy aimed at guiding institutional reforms at regional level.  The Committee of Ministers welcomes the involvement of the Congress in its preparation.  When taken note of by the conference, it will be a useful and practical reference for those considering institutional reforms and governance at the regional level, as well as for the Parliamentary Assembly and the Congress in their work. 
5.
As regards the work of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT), the Committee of Ministers would refer to the comments attached.  In particular, it would signal the intention of the CEMAT to recognise the importance of good governance as a key factor for sustainable economical development when preparing for its next session.  

6.
Finally, the Committee of Ministers would inform the Congress that the recommendation in question has been brought to the attention of the Stakeholders’ Platform on the Strategy for Innovation and Good Governance at Local Level of the Council of Europe. 

Appendix to the reply
Comments by the Committee of Senior Officials of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT) 
The Committee of Senior Officials of the CEMAT: 

–
Thanks the Committee of Ministers for consulting it on Recommendation 265 (2009) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Good governance: a key factor for the sustainable economic development of regions”;

–
Shares the concern of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe;

–
Recalls that the Ljubljana Declaration on “The territorial dimension of sustainable development”, adopted by the Ministers responsible for Regional Planning at the 13th session of CEMAT (Ljubljana, 
17 September 2003), underlined that:

“11.
Effective spatial development requires active participation and adaptation based on regional differences and local needs. The regional level of government strengthens development initiatives and optimises their results through inter-regional co-operation. Within the framework of their tasks, local authorities can co-operate with each other, with authorities from their own country and, if the law allows, with those from other states. For matters which concern them, but which do not fall within their realm of power or responsibility, local and regional authorities should be involved or consulted as far as possible when decisions are taken. 

12.
Spatial development policies and spatial planning provide important tools for local and regional authorities. The interaction of political bodies, organs and parties, non-government organisations, professional and other unions and citizens in spatial development decision making constitutes an important factor of local and regional democracy. Local and regional authorities have competence in spatial planning and spatial development policy at their scale, they can have an important role in transeuropean co-operation and can be very efficient in the implementation of spatial development policy at local and regional level.”

–
Notes that the Lisbon Declaration on “Networks for sustainable spatial development of the European continent: bridges over Europe”, adopted by the Ministers responsible for Spatial Planning at the 14th session of CEMAT (Lisbon, 27 October 2006), also refers to developing new forms of territorial governance through the development of networks for the European continent as a whole;
–
Refers to works carried out on governance and good governance in the context of the work programmes of the 14th and 15th sessions of the CEMAT, in particular to the conclusion of the international seminar and conference of the CEMAT which follow: “Spatial development governance : institutional 
co-operation networks”, Yerevan, Armenia, 28-29 October 2004; “The spatial dimension of human rights: for a new culture of the territory”, Yerevan, Armenia, 13-14 October 2008; “A comprehensive approach to balanced sustainable spatial development of the European continent”, Kyiv, Ukraine, 12 June 2009 (Publication of the Council of Europe, European Regional Planning Series);

–
Confirms its commitment that the Declaration of Moscow on “Future challenges: sustainable development of the European continent in a changing world” which will be introduced at the 15th session of the CEMAT (Moscow, Russian Federation, 2010), recognises the importance of a good governance as a key factor for sustainable economical development in these regions.
� European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) and Committee of Senior Officials of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT).
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