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1.
The Committee of Ministers has examined Congress Recommendation 275 (2009) on “Creative cities – managing the cultural activity of cities”. It has drawn it to the attention of the governments of member states and forwarded it to the relevant committees. 
2.
The Committee of Ministers considers that cities are important actors in the protection and development of cultural life and heritage.  They have a role to play in fostering intercultural dialogue and equal participation in cultural life.  Cities should be capable of managing and exploring the potential of their cultural diversity, to stimulate creativity and innovation and thus to generate economic prosperity, social cohesion and a better quality of life.  

3.
The Council of Europe has already carried out extensive work which contributes to the aims outlined by the Congress in this field. The Committee of Ministers would highlight, in particular, the relevant cultural programmes such as Intercultural Cities, a capacity-building and policy-development field programme where participating cities work towards intercultural strategies for the management of diversity as a resource.  In this respect, it would draw the attention of the Congress to the appended comments submitted on this recommendation by the Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT) and the Steering Committee for Cultural Heritage and Landscape (CDPATEP). 
4.
In response to the specific recommendations of the Congress, the Committee of Ministers would inform the Congress that the Council of Europe’s CultureWatchEurope Platform (CWE) is ready to work closely with the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe to provide European cities with the appropriate tools to develop dynamic and creative cultural programmes and serve as an instrument for co-ordination.  In the framework of the CultureWatchEurope initiative, an international conference focusing on the theme of "Rethinking cultural policy: implementing a new paradigm" is being organised (Brussels, 13-14 September 2010) in partnership with the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), European Union National Institutes for Culture (EUNIC), Culture Action Europe, the Budapest Observatory and International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA), and with the support of the Belgian authorities. The Conference will explore the impact of the financial crisis on the cultural sector in terms of threats and losses, but also question the state’s role as a substantial provider of culture. Other related issues concern the need to redefine certain current cultural practices, the changing roles of cultural institutions, and the potential of alternative governance models, new forms of partnerships and multi-stakeholder approaches to help meet the ensuing challenges.  These questions are highly pertinent to the cultural management of cities.
5.
Finally, the Committee of Ministers would recall its recent reply to Recommendations 250 (2008) on “The need for regional cultural identity” and 261 (2009) on “Intercultural cities” of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, which is also of relevance to the present recommendation. 
Appendix 1 to the reply

Comments by the Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT)

1.
The Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT) agrees that towns and cities have a huge creative potential in the cultural field, which can be a catalyst of positive change and growth; and that the Council of Europe's intergovernmental sector makes important contributions in the field of cultural policy development, developing cultural capital and promoting intercultural and interreligious dialogue through its programmes, in particular, “Intercultural Cities”. 

2.
This project views the intercultural city and the creative city notions as having many things in common. Both are about processes and ways of doing things in cities, as well as about cities self-awareness and ability to project and implement a clear vision for the future. The two approaches also share:

- a focus on the person, on the human capital – this is what creativity and interculturality have in common;


- openness to the new – to new, hybrid cultures and identities, new landscapes, new products, new relationships and a key concern: how to make people open to change. The creative city and the intercultural city are cities where people interact, where the silos are broken. However, they put the emphasis on different types of people interacting, or bringing down different types of barriers; 


- both are also about empowering people to come up and engage with ideas and solutions, and thereby bring professionals and the bureaucracy at times in the background; 


- both have in common the well-being of the community as its primary focus, the point of all effort; 


- both seek to create incentives for social innovation, to provide space for professionals and ordinary people to take risks, innovate and go outside of the box while at the same time preserving the efficiency of services. 

3.
The CDCULT fully supports the provisions that reinforce the commitment of cities’ increased role in cultural projects, particularly their obligations in terms of continued funding as an important expression of the harmonious development of cities and the needs of their citizens. From our experience we can see that sometimes cities provide financial support to cultural projects that are regarded as a distraction rather than a necessity for its citizens. 

4.
The CDCULT underlines the important role that the Council of Europe continues to play in Europe's cultural development, and that the activities of the Congress and the DGIV have a vital contribution to make in this respect.

5.
The CDCULT would like to invite the Committee of Ministers to take note of the Culture department’s readiness to co-operate with the various Council of Europe sectors working on cultural issues. CultureWatchEurope, a Council of Europe information and exchange platform for cultural, heritage and media developments will work closely with the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe to provide European cities with the appropriate tools to develop dynamic and creative cultural programmes and serve as an instrument for co-ordination. The CDCULT also underlines that cities must have an important role in the development of cultural policies for the vibrant cultural life of its population.

6.
The CDCULT will continue to encourage the development of robust and dynamic cultural management at the local level in the implementation of its various cultural programmes such as Intercultural Cities, Artists for Dialogue (reflecting aspects of mobility, youth and gender) and Cultural Routes. The CDCULT endorses the Congress’ efforts to ensure that cultural subsidies programmes are both consistent and compatible with the above policy orientations and that these encourage cultural policies for artistic creativity among all sectors of a city's population.

Appendix 2 to the reply

Comments by the Steering Committee for Cultural Heritage and Landscape (CDPATEP)

1.
The Steering Committee for Cultural Heritage and Landscape (CDPATEP) supports the point of view expressed in Recommendation 275 (2009) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on the creativity of cities in the cultural field, particularly as regards the development of initiatives fostering intercultural dialogue in large cities with populations of often very different cultural origins.

2.
Focusing on its own sphere of competence, and in parallel to the comments that will have been submitted by the Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT), the CDPATEP notes that several of its activities contribute towards harnessing the cultural potential of cities as a factor for local development and 
job-creation. For example, the second European Heritage Forum (Ljubljana, September 2009), on the theme “Heritage, creativity and innovation”, reviewed issues relating to the use of information and image technology to enhance access and participation by new audiences. The concept of creativity also applies to heritage education and interpretation, by encouraging the public to take a different view of its built and landscape environment and to perceive the many different and sometimes contradictory values which lend diversity to the European heritage. Moreover, the heritage, both tangible and intangible, clearly remains a source of inspiration and an outstanding setting for artistic creation, it being understood that, according to the still topical principles of the Verona Charter (1997), creative artists gain by serving the heritage rather than merely using it.

3.
In keeping with the logic of sustainable spatial development based on sustainable use of resources, the CDPATEP endorses the observations made in paragraph 6 of the recommendation. It observes, however, that creativity in cities cannot be confined to the plastic arts, audiovisual creation and live performances, but also embraces town planning, management of public spaces, architectural creation and design. The maintenance of public incentives, public-private partnership and business involvement are essential in this field in order to pursue quality objectives meeting the needs of the public. The follow-up programme to the Council of Europe’s heritage and landscape conventions, for which the CDPATEP is responsible, offers the opportunity to contribute to the objectives referred to by the Congress.       
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