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1.
The Committee of Ministers has examined Recommendation 276 (2009) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Improving indoor air quality: a new challenge for local authorities” It has brought the recommendation to the attention of governments of member states.  It has also transmitted it to the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR), the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT) and to the European Health Committee (CDSP).  The European Commission is equally aware of the recommendation through its regular participation in the work of the Committee of Ministers.

2.
The Committee of Ministers agrees on the need to take account of indoor air quality in the general context of a healthy environment, as evoked by the recommendation of the Congress, which contains a number of positive ideas. It also recognises the role of the local and regional authorities in ensuring progress in this area.

3.
The Committee of Ministers would signal that efforts have been and are being made by member states with a view to monitoring and improving indoor air quality, for example, through the introduction of regulations on asbestos and radon and in policies regarding construction and housing, which are significant aspects. Further steps in the development and evolution of sustainable public-procurement policies are a key to minimise the usage of harmful substances in construction and housing, as an emphasis must be put on preventing the emission of pollutants into indoor air by reducing the pollutant content of products. The Committee of Ministers concurs with the Congress that awareness-raising is a useful tool in improving indoor air quality. This is particularly important with a view to avoiding, inter alia, the harmful effects of tobacco smoke through “passive smoking”, which is considered a main contributor to indoor pollution and which can have very harmful effects on the health of children and others. 

4.
Whilst the Committee of Ministers appreciates the importance of the issue, it considers that the World Health Organisation (WHO) is generally better placed to treat questions concerning the environment and health, in particular indoor air quality and the noxious effects of tobacco smoke. 

5.
With regard to the Council of Europe, and in particular the reference to the proposal for an additional protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights, the Committee of Ministers would refer to its joint reply to Parliamentary Assembly Recommendations 1883 (2009) on “The challenges posed by climate change” and 1885 (2009) on “Drafting an additional protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights concerning the right to a healthy environment”, in which it maintains the position that it does not, at present, consider it advisable to draw up an additional protocol to the Convention in the environmental field.  The Committee of Ministers would also draw the Congress’ attention to its reply to Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1863 (2009) on “Environment and health: better prevention of environment-related health hazards”, in which, inter alia, it signals the considerable experience of the European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) in this field.

6.
Finally, and addressing another dimension of ensuring a healthy environment, the Committee of Ministers would refer to the work programme of the Committee of Senior Officials of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT) for 2006-2010 which draws attention to the role of spatial development policies for a sustainable environment which respect human health.
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