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1. 
The Committee of Ministers has examined with interest Recommendation 287 (2010) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Intra-regional transport: a challenge for sustainable development and regional cohesion”. It has brought it to the attention of the governments of member states, the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) and the European Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT).  The recommendation has also been transmitted to the European Union and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe for information.

2.
The Committee of Ministers recognises that when developing sustainable transport systems, due consideration should be given to both the natural environment and people’s quality of life, and also to ensuring that transport networks are adequate to allow the proper functioning of the economy and the development of a region. It acknowledges that local and regional authorities play an important role in the development of such systems, as the primary providers of essential services in regions, which include public transport. It also concurs that access to essential services is an important dimension for social cohesion. 

3.
The Committee of Ministers would encourage member states to bear in mind, where appropriate, the suggestions outlined in paragraph 16.  With regard to paragraph 15, the Committee of Ministers can inform the Congress that the contribution of essential services to the sustainable spatial development of the European continent was the subject of a resolution adopted at the 15th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (8-9 July 2010), the preparation of which took into account a number of relevant Congress recommendations.  Also of relevance to the recommendation under consideration is the CEMAT Moscow Declaration, adopted at the same conference, on “Future challenges: sustainable territorial development of the European continent in a changing world”.
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