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1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Recommendation 280 (2010) on “The role of local and regional authorities in the implementation of human rights” of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, which it has brought to the attention of the member states’ governments.  It has forwarded the recommendation to the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR), the Steering Committee for Education (CDED) and the Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH), for information and possible comments.

2.
The Committee of Ministers agrees with the Congress that local and regional authorities, in their fields of competence, must comply with the human rights obligations which stem from the international commitments of the member states.  It therefore notes with interest the measures proposed by the Congress to raise awareness of human rights at the local and regional level and welcomes the initiative of the Congress to make “Human rights at local level” the main theme for the European Local Democracy Week 2011 which will take place in October.  It notes that the local dimension of human rights is a focal point of the Congress’ activities in 2011-2012.  The Committee of Ministers finally notes that the Congress does not intend to monitor, or on its monitoring visits to assess, the implementation of human rights by local and regional authorities and that it will not duplicate the activities of Council of Europe monitoring bodies.

3.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the reform of the Congress in the framework of the overall reform process of the Council of Europe. In this context, it recalls its reply to Congress Recommendation 290 (2010) on the “Reform of the Congress structure and working methods”. The Committee of Ministers invites the Congress to re-examine its Resolutions 296 (2010), 307 (2010) and 310 (2010) in order to ascertain whether they need to be adjusted in the light of paragraph 2 above.
 

4.
The Committee of Ministers notes with interest the Congress’ idea that representatives of local and regional authorities could be invited to participate in the drafting of national human rights strategies, policies and indicators. It supports awareness-raising initiatives by local and regional authorities to promote respect for human rights; local and regional action plans; the setting-up of independent complaints mechanisms at local and regional level, such as local or regional ombudspersons; and the involvement by civil society at the local and regional level in the planning and implementation of human rights activities, taking into account structural differences in member states.

5.
The Committee of Ministers agrees with the Congress that education is important for the improvement of the situation of human rights in Europe at all levels and highlights the usefulness of the Council of Europe Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education, adopted in the framework of the Committee’s Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)7.  It further notes that several practical tools and instruments have been prepared in the framework of the Council of Europe activities on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education, some of which may be particularly relevant for local and regional authorities, such as the “Policy Tool for Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights: Strategic Support for Decision Makers” and the “School-Community-University Partnerships for a Sustainable Democracy: Education for Democratic Citizenship in Europe and the United States”.

� In particular Congress Resolution 296 (2010), paragraphs 10 and 11, Congress Resolution 307 (2010), paragraph 8 and Appendix, paragraph 4.3 (including the footnote), and Congress Resolution 310 (2010), Appendix, Chapter I, paragraph 6.
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