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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 24 October 2012 at the 1153rd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has closely examined Recommendation 307 (2011) on “Citizen participation at local and regional level in Europe”, which it has sent for comment to the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR). 
2.
The Committee of Ministers regards the citizens’ participation in local public affairs as a fundamental component of effective democracy. It recalls that the intergovernmental work on this question recently yielded a number of tangible results such as Recommendation CM/Rec(2009)2 on the evaluation, auditing and monitoring of participation and participation policies at local and regional level, and the Additional Protocol to the European Charter on Local Self-Government on the Right to Participate in the Affairs of a Local Authority (CETS No. 207), opened for signature at the 16th session of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Local and Regional Government (Utrecht, 2009). To date, the Additional Protocol has been signed by seven member States and ratified by ten. 

3.
The Committee of Ministers supports other initiatives intended to promote citizen participation, such as European Local Democracy Week and the Strategy for Innovation and Good Governance at Local Level, to which the Congress is associated.

4.
The Committee takes note of the proposals made by the Congress in paragraph 11 of its recommendation. It encourages member States’ governments to consider the follow-up which they require. As regards the participatory budgeting referred to in paragraph 11 d. of the recommendation, the Committee observes that it is a comparatively new and innovative technique not known to or used by all member States owing to legal obstacles in certain cases.
5.
Concerning the invitation addressed to it in paragraph 12 a. to follow up its Recommendation CM/Rec(2009)2 on the evaluation, auditing and monitoring of participation and participation policies at local and regional level, the Committee recalls that it adopted the said recommendation on 11 March 2009 and intends to address the issue of the evaluation of its implementation at a later stage.

6.
The Committee reiterates its support for the work of the Congress to strengthen the rights of the citizens to participate in the conduct of local public affairs, including the European Charter of Local 
Self-Government monitoring missions, in strict compliance with the provisions of the Charter. 
7.
The Committee of Ministers assures the Congress of its willingness to continue the dialogue on improving democratic participation at the local and regional level.
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