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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 27 March 2013 at the 1166th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has taken careful note of Congress Recommendation 327 (2012) on “Youth and democracy: the changing face of youth political engagement”. It has brought this recommendation to the attention of the governments of member States for them to take into account. It has also conveyed it to the relevant Council of Europe bodies for information and comment.

2.
Where the Parliamentary Assembly resolutions to which the Congress refers in its recommendation are concerned, the Committee of Ministers points out that these are addressed directly to member States and consequently lie outside its responsibility. This being so, it wishes to emphasise that the issues raised by the Congress, particularly young people’s socio-economic situation in a context of crisis, the changing forms of young people’s engagement in the political process and the recognition of the role of non-formal education in combating youth unemployment, are topical themes to which the Committee of Ministers attaches great importance.

3.
The Committee of Ministers recognises the key role played by education – including non-formal education – in training young people in the skills that they need to succeed in the labour market and encourages member States to implement the measures advocated in Recommendation Rec(2003)8 on the promotion and recognition of non-formal education/learning of young people. It emphasises that the other key objectives of education, as set out in Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)6 on the public responsibility for higher education and research, are equally important. Education should, in particular, develop in children from their early years a concept of democratic citizenship and create the motivation and skills that will encourage young people to play a part in developing the societies that they wish to see emerge, as recommended by the Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education (cf. Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)7).

4.
The Committee of Ministers also points to the principles set out in its Recommendation Rec(2001)19 on the participation of citizens in local public life, which recommends that member States promote “the participation of citizens in local public life” and “enable local and regional authorities to employ a wide range of participation instruments”. 
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