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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 13 March 2013 at the 1165th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Minsters has closely examined Recommendation 314 (2011) on “Reservations and declarations to the European Charter of Local Self-Government”, which it has sent for comments to the European Committee for Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR).

2.
The Committee of Ministers recalls that it is presently examining the general question of reservations and declarations to Council of Europe conventions (paragraph 6(b) of the Congress recommendation) in the context of its consideration of the report of the Secretary General on the review of these conventions.

3.
As far as the European Charter of Local Self-Government is concerned, the Committee of Ministers notes that it does not provide for a possibility for Contracting Parties to make reservations. Article 12 of the Charter provides for a minimum number of provisions to which they must undertake to consider themselves bound and gives them a possibility to declare themselves bound by further provisions subsequently. Under Article 13 of the Charter, Parties may specify the categories of local and regional authorities to which it intends to confine the scope of the Charter or which it intends to exclude from its scope. Finally, Article 16 allows the Parties to specify to which territory or territories the Charter shall apply. These are options for the Contracting Parties. The Committee of Ministers encourages those member States that have not ratified the Charter to consider doing so and encourages also those member States that are already Parties to the Charter to consider extending the scope of their undertakings under the Charter.

4.
The Committee of Ministers sees no need presently to adopt any amending or additional protocol to the Charter providing for reports on non-accepted provisions of the Charter (Congress recommendation, paragraph 6(a)). It invites the Congress, in its bilateral dialogue with the Parties to the Charter, to raise the issue of non-accepted provisions.
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