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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 13 March 2013 at the 1165th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers points out that the right to be consulted is laid down in Articles 4.6, 5 and 9 of the European Charter of Local Self-Government, which has been ratified to date by 46 of the 47 member States of the Council of Europe.

2.
It is convinced that consultation with local authorities on those decisions of direct concern to them by the other tiers of government is an important element in democracy. Allowing local and regional authorities to be consulted in good time, in an appropriate and constructive manner, makes a major contribution to good governance.

3.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the fact that the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe has identified model practices in order to ensure effective implementation of the right of consultation, on which member States may draw.

4.
The Committee refers in this context to the reports prepared by the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) on “Good practices in intermunicipal co-operation in Europe” and on “The relationship between central and local authorities”, which highlight the diverse and extensive consultation procedures that exist in Council of Europe member States.
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