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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 13 March 2013 at the 1165th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers acknowledges the importance of promoting co-operation between groupings of sub-national entities belonging to different countries or regions, sharing one or more features or issues of common interest. One of the key activities of the Council of Europe in the field of local and regional democracy is precisely to support this type of co-operation.

2.
The Committee points out that the Madrid Outline Convention and its protocols provide an effective framework to enable States to overcome the many obstacles to direct co-operation between neighbouring countries. In particular, Protocol No. 3 to the Madrid Convention provides for the establishment of Euroregional Co-operation Groupings between (contiguous and non-contiguous) territorial communities or authorities, with the participation of the States concerned and of bodies whose role is to promote the public interest. The initiative of establishing such groupings belongs to the territorial authorities concerned, among others. The Committee of Ministers welcomes the fact that Protocol No. 3, which has to date been ratified by four countries (Germany, Slovenia, Switzerland and Ukraine), entered into force on 1 March 2013. 

3.
It further points out that the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) is currently drafting an appendix to Protocol No. 3 and a manual of practical solutions to overcome obstacles to cross-border co-operation. This work, designed to provide support and advice to countries wishing to establish co-operation with and between different countries or regions having one or more common features or challenges, should be finalised in the course of 2013. 

4.
In addition, the Committee of Ministers remains vigilant to the need to co-ordinate the action of the Council of Europe in this field with that of other international players, in order to foster synergies and 
co-operation, in particular with the European Union, which has already carried out activities regarding 
macro-regions, in particular the creation of two macro-regions, the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region and the EU Strategy for the Danube Region.
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