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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 24 October 2013 at the 1182nd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Congress Recommendation 332 (2012) on “Regional legislation and action to combat sexual exploitation and abuse of children”, which it transmitted to the European Committee for Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) for information and comments. The Committee of Ministers welcomes the Congress’ support for the Council of Europe’s Strategy for the Rights of the Child 2012-2015 and for the ONE in FIVE campaign to stop sexual violence against children.
2.
The Committee of Ministers wishes to assure the Congress that it is following the implementation of the Strategy closely. This June, it examined and welcomed a progress review report on its implementation. In this context, it took note of the Congress’ Strategic Action Plan to raise awareness on the Campaign and its launching of the “Pact of Towns and Regions to stop sexual violence against children”. The Committee informs the Congress that a Mid-Term Review Conference will be held in Dubrovnik, Croatia, on 27 and 28 March 2014.

3.
The Committee of Ministers notes the important role local and regional authorities have to play as the frontline provider of services that seek to combat and deal with the sexual abuse of children. It invites member States to support such action. In this context, it notes the schemes presented in Recommendation 332 (2012) on “Regional legislation and action to combat sexual exploitation and abuse of children”. Furthermore, it notes that the CDLR recently appointed co-rapporteurs on the rights of the child to participate in the implementation of the Strategy.
4.
The Committee of Ministers observes that the Lanzarote Convention
 has now been ratified by 29 and signed by 17 member States and that its monitoring mechanism is about to become operational. The Committee invites those member States that have not yet signed or ratified the Convention to consider doing so as soon as possible.
� Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (CETS No. 201).
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