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“The role of regional media as a tool for building participatory democracy”
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 364 (2014)

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 7 October 2015 at the 1237th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has taken note with interest of Congress Recommendation 364 (2014) on “The role of regional media as a tool for building participatory democracy”, which it has transmitted to the Steering Committee on Media and Information Society (CDMSI), for information and possible comments.

2.
The Committee of Ministers recognises the importance of regional media in building participatory democracy. Free and pluralistic media is a cornerstone for every democratic society, and an enabler to real political debate. It allows the circulation of information, the animation of public debate and the accountability of politicians. The Congress has highlighted how the regional media contributes to ensuring these democratic values as it is closer to the people, fosters engagement with local and regional politics and deals with issues that are either absent from or underrepresented in national media.

3.
The Committee of Ministers has considered the Congress’ request for a new recommendation addressing key aspects of the regional media situation, but regrets to inform it that no such work is planned at present. In this respect, it recalls its Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)2 on media pluralism and diversity of media content which calls on member States to encourage the development of different types of media, including community, local, minority or social media, capable of making a contribution to pluralism and diversity and providing a space for dialogue, while responding to the specific needs or requests of certain groups in civil society and serving as a factor of social cohesion and integration. Regarding the structural pluralism of audiovisual and print media, the Committee of Ministers furthermore draws attention to its Declaration on protecting the role of the media in democracy in the context of media concentration (2007). It considers the issue of transparency of media ownership important and notes that the CDMSI is active in this field. The Committee also recalls its Declaration of 11 February 2009 concerning the role of community media in promoting social cohesion and intercultural dialogue. 

4.
As the Congress acknowledges in its recommendation, the Council of Europe has been active in the field of media freedom and safety of journalists, inter alia, through the recent setting-up of an Internet based platform on the safety of journalists. The Organisation’s work in this field will continue as these are priority issues for the Committee of Ministers. It notes that the CDMSI is working on a draft recommendation of the Committee of Ministers on the protection of journalism and safety of journalists and other media actors, which will contain concrete guidelines and pay particular attention to the specific dangers and vulnerabilities faced by local and regional media workers. 

5.
Finally, the Committee of Ministers invites member States to consider the remarks made by the Congress in paragraph 8 of its recommendation.
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