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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 8 July 2015 at the 1233rd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Recommendation 363 (2014) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Interregional co-operation in Europe – Trends and prospects”, which it has forwarded to the European Committee on Democracy and Governance (CDDG) for information and comments.

2.
The Committee welcomes the recommendation as a positive contribution to the development of transfrontier co-operation in Europe.

3.
The Committee would point out that not all member States have regions and that in countries where there are regions there may be substantial differences in their powers and responsibilities. With regard to the external action or the representation of the regions, it would point out that, according to the Helsinki Principles and the Council of Europe’s Reference Framework for Regional Democracy, “Regional authorities may co-operate with territorial authorities of other countries within the framework of their competences and in accordance with the law, the international obligations and the foreign policy of the State”. The Committee therefore invites its member States to facilitate and promote as appropriate transfrontier and interregional co-operation, with a view to furthering the values of the Council of Europe. The Committee would point out that this matter should be decided by each member State, with due regard to its legal order.
4.
With a view to fostering interregional co-operation, the Committee notes that member States can make use of use of Protocol No. 2 to the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or Authorities (ETS No. 169), which makes the provisions of this convention applicable to interterritorial co-operation.

5.
The Committee also notes that there are programmes – in particular in the context of the European Union – which encourage, promote or make funds available for interregional co-operation. Each country is free to decide how such funds should be used.

6.
It would point out that the Council of Europe has set up a database (EDEN), presenting cases where obstacles to cross-border co-operation have been overcome. This database, which should become fully operational in the course of 2015, can also cover interterritorial (interregional) co-operation. Member States are encouraged to contribute to and/or to call on local authorities and other territorial authorities who have experience in cross-border or interterritorial co-operation. 

7.
The European Committee on Democracy and Governance (CDDG) has also appointed a rapporteur on cross-border co-operation and has instructed him to serve as the EDEN platform co-ordinator, to follow the CDDG’s activities in this field and, where necessary, to draw its attention to important matters concerning transfrontier co-operation in Europe. 

8.
The Committee welcomes the interest that the Congress has shown in Protocol No. 3 to the Madrid Convention. In the context of the review of the Council of Europe’s conventions, the Protocol will be examined with a view to ascertaining member States’ position with regard to its signature and ratification, which the Committee of Ministers encourages.

9. 
The Committee of Ministers invites member States to consider inviting representatives of regions to participate in intergovernmental committees according to the domestic distribution of competences. 

Internet : http://www.coe.int/cm
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