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“Combatting radicalisation at grassroots level: the role of local and regional authorities”
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 371 (2015)

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 1 July 2015 at the 1232nd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1. The Committee of Ministers has given careful consideration to Congress Recommendation 371 (2015) on “Combating radicalisation at grassroots level: the role of local and regional authorities”.

2. It underlines that, at its 125th Ministerial Session in Brussels on 19 May 2015, the Committee of Ministers adopted the Declaration “United around our principles against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism”.  On that occasion, the Ministers also adopted an Action Plan to combat violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism, which the Secretary General was called on to implement without delay.

3. The Declaration and the Action Plan highlight the particular role which local and regional authorities, which are the levels of government most directly in contact with the public, can play in preventing radicalisation and building inclusive societies, in particular through activities aiming at building trust among individuals and communities.
4. The Committee underlines the importance of involving all levels of governance in the fight against radicalisation leading to terrorism and believes that co-operation and dialogue between the various authorities are vital to ensuring the effectiveness of this fight.
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