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“Promoting equal opportunities for people with disabilities and their participation at local and regional levels”
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 361 (2014)

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 10 September 2015 at the 1234th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Congress Recommendation 361 (2014) on “Promoting equal opportunities for people with disabilities and their participation at local and regional levels”. It has forwarded it, for information and comments, to the European Committee for Social Cohesion, Human Dignity and Equality (CDDECS), the European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) and the Governmental Committee of the European Social Charter and the European Code of Social Security.
2.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the commitment of the Congress to promote equal opportunities for people with disabilities and their participation at local and regional levels.  Local and regional authorities play a vital role in achieving inclusion of people with disabilities into society, as governmental stakeholders close to citizens and able to design tailor-made strategies for the implementation of the Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006-2015 and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), taking into account local and regional realities. 
3.
The Committee of Ministers has taken note of the measures recommended by the Congress in paragraph 5 of its recommendation and drawn them to the attention of the governments of member States. With regard to paragraph a., the Committee of Ministers would also invite those member States, who have not already done so, to consider ratifying the Revised European Social Charter, and more specifically all the paragraphs of Article 15, as well as accepting the collective complaints procedure.  It recalls that the Revised European Social Charter is the most significant treaty at the European level for the rights of persons with disabilities. Article 15 of the Charter imposes a number of obligations on the States Parties to ensure that persons with disabilities, irrespective of their age, the nature and origin of their disability, effectively exercise their right to independence, social integration and participation in the life of the community. It finally stresses the value of the collective complaints procedure in addressing and remedying problems encountered by persons with disabilities in enjoying their basic rights.
4.
The Committee of Ministers would underline that the mainstreaming approach, reaffirmed in the recommendation as a key factor for promoting equal opportunities for people with disabilities, is an underlying principle of the Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006-2015 along with responsibility for involving people with disabilities through their representative organisations (disabled people’s organisations) at all stages and at all levels of the implementation of the plan. The Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006-2015 emphasises the conviction “that the human rights based approach to ensuring full participation of people with disabilities in society should be incorporated in all relevant policy areas at international, national, regional and local level”.

5.
The importance of providing equal opportunities for participation in political life for people with disabilities is particularly considered in Action Lines No. 1 “Participation in political and public life” and No. 2 “Participation in cultural life” of the Disability Action Plan, as well as in the Recommendation CM/Rec(2011)14 of the Committee of Ministers to member States on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life. 
6.
Finally, the Committee of Ministers would inform the Congress that an assessment of the implementation of the Council of Europe’s Disability Action Plan is currently underway. This assessment aims at identifying the strengths and weaknesses of the Action Plan implementation and providing the basis for the future work in this area. The Committee of Ministers considers it relevant that a post-2015 Council of Europe disability framework should be devised on the basis of the results of the evaluation, and should be focused on defined priorities and areas where the Council of Europe can provide an added-value, having in mind relevant international standards, notably the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. A conference which will be held in November 2015 in Dublin (Ireland), will provide an opportunity to draw lessons from the implementation in the member States of the current Disability Action Plan and to define a basis for a new, post-2015, Council of Europe action in the disability area. The Committee of Ministers instructed the relevant intergovernmental committee to elaborate relevant proposals; in this context, the concerns and suggestions from the Congress will be taken into account.

Internet : http://www.coe.int/cm

[image: image1.jpg]