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“Championing children’s rights in times of austerity” ‒
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 382 (2015)

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 2 March 2016 at the 1249th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has examined with interest of Congress Recommendation 382 (2015) on “Championing children’s rights in times of austerity”, which it transmitted to the relevant intergovernmental committee for information and possible comments.  The Committee of Ministers recognises the need for public authorities, at all levels, to be particularly attentive to the potential risks of measures being taken to counter the effects of the current economic crisis to human rights protection, particularly with regard to more vulnerable groups of persons, such as children.

2.
The protection and promotion of children’s rights continue to be a priority for the Committee of Ministers.  It recently examined the implementation report of the Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the Child (2012-2015) and, in March 2016, approved the new Strategy for the Rights of the Child (2016-2021) which will guide the work of the Organisation for the coming years.  The new Strategy has identified five priority areas to guarantee the rights of the child: equal opportunities for all children; participation of all children; a life free from violence for all children; child-friendly justice for all children and finally the rights of the child in the digital environment.  Given the key role of local and regional authorities with regard to public policy that directly or indirectly impacts on children or their families, the Committee of Ministers counts on the continued support and contribution of the Congress in promoting and implementing the Strategy with a view to ensuring the protection of children’s rights in all member States, also in times of austerity.  

3.
The Strategy gives particular focus to tackling poverty, inequality and exclusion of children.  To this end, the Council of Europe will promote the European Social Charter as a key set of standards safeguarding the rights of families and children, which is particularly relevant in times of economic austerity.  The Strategy underlines that child poverty and social exclusion can most effectively be addressed through child protection systems that carefully integrate preventive measures, family support, early childhood education and care, social services, education and housing policies.  

4.
To this end, member States are encouraged to promote the dissemination and implementation of a number of relevant Council of Europe instruments.  These include Committee of Ministers’ Recommendations on the participation of children and young people under the age of 18; on children’s rights and social services friendly to children and families; on the access of young people from disadvantaged neighbourhoods to social rights as well as the Congress Recommendation on the social re-integration of children living and/or working on the streets.  The Committee of Ministers would also underline the relevance of the Guidelines on child-friendly health care (2011) and on child-friendly justice (2010). Finally, it invites member States to consider the suggested action and measures outlined in paragraphs 6.a., b. and c. of the Congress Recommendation 382 (2015). 
Internet : http://www.coe.int/cm
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