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“Intergenerational co-operation and participatory democracy”

Recommendation 209 (2007) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 30 April 2008 at the 1025th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 
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1.
The Committee of Ministers has examined with interest Recommendation 209 (2007) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Intergenerational co-operation and participatory democracy” and the draft Manifesto appended thereto.  It has drawn these texts to the attention of the governments of Council of Europe member states, so that they may take note of, and draw on, the practical measures recommended by the Congress for the introduction and development of intergenerational policies and structures. 

2.
Current developments in European societies, as described by the Congress in its recommendation, give rise to a number of political, social and economic challenges for the public authorities, at national as well as at local and regional levels.

3.
In this context, the Committee of Ministers welcomes the work done, in the framework of the follow-up to the Warsaw Summit, by the High-level Task Force on Social Cohesion in the 21st century, which has culminated in the publication of a report entitled “Towards an active, fair and socially cohesive Europe”.  This report touches upon several of the aspects mentioned in the recommendation, such as the effects of demographic change, the need for strengthening representation and democratic decision making, expansion of social dialogue and civic engagement and their link with intergenerational issues.

4.
The Committee of Ministers is currently considering this report in order to decide what practical action might be taken to follow up the recommendations that it contains.  The Congress' proposals might make an important contribution to these deliberations.
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