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1. The Committee of Ministers has given careful consideration to Recommendation 207 (2007) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on the “Development of social cohesion indicators – The concerted local and regional approach”. The Committee of Ministers has brought the recommendation to the attention of the governments of the member states and has transmitted it to the European Committee on Social Cohesion (CDCS) and the European Committee on Local Democracy (CDLR).  

 

2.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the interest of the Congress and acknowledges the crucial role and wide responsibilities of local and regional authorities in strengthening and promoting social cohesion, which is an important enabling factor for the Council of Europe in pursuing its core objectives.  In particular, it notes with great interest the engagement of the Congress to the concept and development of social cohesion indicators and congratulates it on the initiative conducted with a view to applying the approach put forward in the Methodological Guide to the concerted development of social cohesion indictors, which has been widely disseminated in member states. 

3.
Whilst aware that assessing or measuring social cohesion is a complex matter, the Committee of Ministers recognises the potential usefulness of developing social cohesion indicators in order to establish a common reference framework as a tool in building a cohesive society.  Such indicators, if appropriately developed and exploited, could facilitate and guide political and economic decisions amongst all parties concerned with a view to improving the well-being of all citizens and fostering conditions for a peaceful and equitable society. Such indicators could be the starting point to augment shared responsibility, as stated in the revised Strategy for Social Cohesion, within the framework of the “Responsible territories for social cohesion” concept proposed by the Congress in its recommendation. They are also valuable tools to encourage new forms of democratic and participatory processes.

4.
The Congress will be aware that in the framework of the follow-up to the Warsaw Summit, the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion in the 21st century has recently completed its report “Towards an active, fair and socially cohesive Europe”. The report which, inter alia, highlights the important role of local and regional authorities in strengthening social cohesion, is currently being examined by the Committee of Ministers and its rapporteur groups, with a view to deciding what concrete follow-up might be given to the recommendations contained therein.

5.
In this context, the Committee of Ministers informs the Congress that the elements set out in the present recommendation, such as the preparation of policy guidelines, will be borne in mind when it examines possible follow-up to the report of the Task Force in this field.
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