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Challenges for regionalisation in South-East Europe – 

Recommendation 158 (2005) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 15 June 2005 at the 930th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has considered Congress Recommendation 158 (2004) on the challenges for regionalisation in South-East Europe and would like to recall that it has entrusted its Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) with the task of “monitoring developments in regional self government across member states during the years 2005 to 2007, and by 30 June 2008 to report on such developments to the Committee of Ministers, identifying in particular innovations and any issues common to a number of states. These terms of reference will be carried out having regard to the Helsinki Declaration – adopted at the 13th session of the Conference of European Ministers responsible for Local and Regional Government (27-28 June 2002) – and to “any declaration” adopted at the 14th session of the same conference, in Budapest (23-24 February 2005).”

2.
In Budapest, the Ministers adopted a Statement on regional self-government in which they recommended that the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe monitored developments in the field of regional self-government across the continent, having regard to the principles adopted at Helsinki in 2002. They also noted the ad hoc terms of reference given to the CDLR by the Committee of Ministers to monitor developments in regional self-government across member states during the years 2005 to 2007 and by June 2008 to report back on such developments, identifying in particular innovations and any issues common to a number of states. 

3.
The Committee of Ministers has examined the Secretary General’s report on the Budapest conference including the question of a substantial report on developments in regional self-government across member states, with a view to the 15th session of the Ministerial conference in Spain in autumn 2007.

4.
Following the adoption by the Committee of Ministers of the Chisinau Political Declaration of 
6 November 2003 on Transfrontier and Interterritorial Co-operation between States in South-Eastern Europe, the Secretariat has hosted a number of informal meetings of representatives of the states of South-Eastern Europe and neighbouring countries with a view to the identification of subject matters which could form the basis for one or more regional agreements on cross-border co-operation. Proposals for such agreements – addressing such issues as local frontier traffic and mutual co-operation in the event of disasters – will be considered at a forthcoming meeting in September 2005.

5.
On 25-26 September 2004, the Ministers of Local and Regional Government of South-East Europe met in Zagreb (Croatia) in the framework of a regional conference sponsored by the Council of Europe and the Stability Pact and hosted by the Government of Croatia. In their final declaration, the Ministers, inter alia, “(recalled) the importance of transfrontier co-operation between territorial communities or authorities as a means of promoting mutual understanding and sustainable development and fostering reconciliation and stability, (supported) already existing regional cross-border networks and (welcomed) the proposal to establish an Adriatic Euroregion”. They noted the intention of “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” to host within eighteen months another conference “to review the measures taken at both national and regional levels in order to implement the Work Programmes for Better Local Government and the regional initiatives arising out of them”.

6.
In the implementation of the assistance programmes to the countries of South-East Europe, the Secretariat pays particular attention to the finalisation and implementation of the Work Programmes for Better Local Government. 

7.
Regional initiatives may be agreed upon in the framework of the Working Table I of the Stability Pact which agreed, at the meeting of the Regional table held in Skopje on 18-19 November 2004, to adopt as core objectives for the year 2005 the following: “Monitor and facilitate the implementation of the commitments made by the Ministerial Conference according to the Memorandum of Understanding and the Work Programmes for Better Local Government in co-operation with the Council of Europe, envisaging a specific follow-up strategy” and “Enhance cross-border co-operation initiatives in close consultation with the European Commission. Strengthen the already established Euroregions and micro-regions and promote specific cross-border projects with the active participation of local communities and international partners”.
Internet : http://www.coe.int/t/cm 
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