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“The evolution of extreme poverty in European towns” Recommendation 210 (2007) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 12 March 2008 at the 1021st meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1. The Committee of Ministers has given careful consideration to Recommendation 210 (2007) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “The evolution of extreme poverty in European towns”. It has brought the recommendation to the attention of the governments of the member states and has transmitted it to the European Committee on Social Cohesion (CDCS) and the European Committee on Local Democracy (CDLR). 
2. The Committee of Ministers shares the concern of the Congress about extreme poverty in European towns.  It recognises that local and regional authorities have a primordial role not only in responding to emergency situations where there is severe social distress, but also in identifying and implementing measures which in the longer term should aim to combat extreme urban poverty. 
3.  
The Committee of Ministers reaffirms the position outlined in the Action Plan adopted by the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (Warsaw, May 2005) to continue its work in the social policy field on the basis of the European Social Charter and other relevant instruments, the central task being to jointly define remedies and solutions which could be effective in fighting poverty and exclusion, ensuring equitable access to social rights and protecting vulnerable groups.  
4.
The Council of Europe has worked consistently towards furthering the protection of vulnerable or potentially vulnerable groups, which includes those living in extreme poverty.  To this end, the Committee of Ministers reiterates the particular importance of ensuring equitable access to social rights and would therefore encourage member states to consider ratifying the revised European Social Charter, thus recognising the pressing need for the “right to protection against poverty and social exclusion” as provided for in Article 30 of the said Charter.

5.
In response to the Congress’ specific recommendations, the Committee of Ministers confirms that various projects being carried out by the Council of Europe in the field of social cohesion in 2008 relate to the implementation of the Social Cohesion Strategy and to strengthening social cohesion by combating poverty and avoiding exclusion and growing disparities.  It draws the Congress’ specific attention to the work being carried out under the authority of the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS), which is particularly relevant with a view to alleviating poverty in European towns, and currently focuses on two specific areas. The first regards the question of the empowerment of people experiencing extreme poverty, which entails, inter alia, taking stock of existing studies and measures which have been introduced in government policies to help people experiencing extreme poverty and identifying innovative approaches with a view to shaping future government policies in this field, with the aim of drawing up guidelines.  The Congress, which may send a representative to the Committee concerned, is encouraged to contribute to its work.   In this respect, the Committee of Ministers takes note of the readiness of the CDCS to strengthen co-operation with the Congress and would also urge it to do so wherever appropriate.  Another project underway addresses the situation of low-income workers, and will include the identification of measures to be implemented to prevent employed people from falling into poverty, for example through quality social protection, access to affordable housing and good initial training.  The Committee of Ministers would also draw the attention of the Congress to its Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)8 on legal solutions to debt problems.
6.
The Committee of Ministers would also point out that public/private dialogue on poverty issues will continue to be enhanced through the European platform of dialogue on ethical and solidarity-based initiatives supported by the Council of Europe and the European Commission.

7. The Congress will be aware that in the framework of the follow-up to the Warsaw Summit, the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion in the 21st Century has recently completed its report “Towards an active, fair and socially cohesive Europe”.  The report is currently being examined by the Committee of Ministers with a view to deciding what concrete follow-up might be given to the recommendations.  Various references pertaining to the importance of addressing the situation of vulnerable or potentially vulnerable groups, including those persons living in poverty, are threaded throughout the report, indicating that the potential for social fracture is magnified when a relatively significant part of the population is at risk of finding themselves, or are living, in a situation of extreme poverty.  The Committee of Ministers is aware that combating extreme poverty requires a multifaceted and transversal approach, and the recommendations made by the High-Level Task Force, ranging from intensifying the promotion of social rights to consolidating the solidarity function of social security and other social protection structures will be examined closely by the Committee of Ministers.  
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