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“Article 21 

Nothing in the present framework Convention shall be interpreted as implying any right to 
engage in any activity or perform any act contrary to the fundamental principles of international 
law and in particular of the sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political independence of 
States.”

Note: this document was produced as a working document only and does not contain 
footnotes. For publication purposes, please refer to the original opinions.
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As of 13 May 2016, the Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection 
of National Minorities had adopted a total of 36 opinions, among which 0 opinions on 
Article 21. 

NOTE

Based on the information currently at its disposal, the Advisory Committee considers that 
implementation of certain articles does not give rise to any specific observations.

This statement is not to be understood as signalling that adequate measures have now been 
taken and that efforts in this respect may be diminished or even halted. On the contrary, the 
nature of the obligations of the Framework Convention requires a sustained and continued 
effort by the authorities to respect the principles and achieve the goals of the Framework 
Convention. Furthermore, a certain state of affairs may be considered acceptable at one stage 
but that need not necessarily be so in further cycles of monitoring. It may also be the case that 
issues that appear at one stage of the monitoring to be of relatively minor concern prove over 
time to have been underestimated.


