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GENDER EQUALITY NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS 

AND/OR REPRESENTATIVES/POINTS DE CONTACT 

NATIONAUX SUR L’EGALITE ENTRE LES FEMMES ET LES 

HOMMES ET/OU DES REPRESENTANTS 
GENDER EQUALITY COMMISSION 

MEMBERS/MEMBRES DE LE COMMISSION POUR 

L’EGALITE ENTRE LES FEMMES ET LES HOMMES 
NOMINATED EXPERTS/EXPERTS NOMMÉS 
 
Albania/Albanie 
Ms Etleva SHESHI 
Specialist for gender equality, domestic 
violence and LGBT rights 
Ministry of Social Welfare and Youth 
 
Ms Altea TAHIRAJ 
Head of the Curricula, Quality and Co-
ordination Unit 
Ministry of Education and Sports 
 
Ms Tatjana VUÇANI 
Pre-University Education Department 
Ministry of Education and Sports 
 
Armenia/Arménie 
Ms Astghik MIRZAKHANYAN 
Head of Social Affairs Department  
Prime Minister’s Office 
 
Austria/Autriche 
Ms Eva FEHRINGER 
Deputy Head 
Federal Ministry for Social Affairs 
 
Azerbaijan/Azerbaïdjan 
Mr Elgun SAFAROV 
Head of Information and Analytical Research 
Department 
State Committee for Family, Women and 
Children Affairs  
 
Belgium/Belgium 
Mme Alexandra ADRIAENSSENS 
Directrice chargée de mission, Direction de 
l'Egalité des Chances 
Ministère de la Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles 
 
Ms Marian VANDENBOSSCHE 
Policy Officer (International Policy) 
Equal Opportunities in Flanders 
 

Ms Agna SMISDOM 
Gender and LGBT Expert 
Flemish Authority 
 
Ms Oona HEISKA 
Organising Bureau of European School 
Student Unions (OBESSU) 
 
Bosnia and Herzegovina [Apologised/excusée] 
Mrs Samra FILIPOVIČ-HADŽIBADIČ  
Director of the Agency for Gender Equality 
 
Croatia/Croatie 
Ms Visnja LJUBICIC 
Ombudsperson for Gender Equality 
 
Cyprus/Chypre  
Ms Niki ANDREOU [Apologised/excusée] 
Equality Department  
Ministry of Justice and Public Order 
 
Ms Paraskevi KOURATOU 
Cyprus Pedagogical Institute  
 
Czech Republic/République Tchèque 
Mr Radan SAFARIK  
Gender Equality Unit 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
 
Denmark/Danemark  
Ms Kira APPEL 
Deputy Head of Department 
Ministry of Children, Gender Equality, 
Integration and Social Affairs 
 
Estonia/Estonie 
Ms Käthlin SANDER 
Advisor, Gender Equality Department 
Ministry of Social Affairs 
 
Finland/Finlande 
Ms Päivi YLI-PIETILA 
Ministerial Adviser, Gender Equality Unit 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health 
 
France 
Mme Judith KLEIN 
Direction générale de l'enseignement scolaire 
Ministère de l’Education nationale, de 
l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche 
 



M. Sébastien LOBIAU 
Délégation aux relations européennes et 
internationales et à la coopération (DREIC) 
Ministère de l'Education nationale, de 
l'Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche 
 
Georgia/Géorgie 
Mr Beka DZAMASHVILI 
Deputy Head of the Public International Law 
Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 
Germany/Allemagne 
Ms Nicole HERZOG 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior 
Citizens, Women and Youth 
 
Ms Melanie FRÖHLICH [Apologised/excusée] 
Equality Co-ordinator 
European Students Union (Germany) 
 
Greece/Grèce 
Ms Georgia PAPAGEORGIOU 
Head of European Policy Department 
General Secretariat for Gender Equality  
Ministry of Interior 
 
Hungary/Hongrie [Apologised/excusée] 
Mr György CIRAKI 
Department for Family Policy 
Ministry of State for Social and Family Affairs 
 
Iceland/Islande 
Ms Hugrún R. HJALTADÓTTIR 
Adviser, Centre for Gender Equality 
 
Ireland/Irlande 
Ms Deirdre NÍ NEILL 
Gender Equality Division 
Department of Justice and Equality 
 
Italy/Italie [Apologised/excusée] 
Mr Michele PALMA  
Director General, Department for Equal 
Opportunities 
Ministry for Rights and Equal Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
Latvia/Lettonie 

Ms Agnese GAILE 
Senior Expert, Department of Social Policy 
Planning and Development, Ministry of 
Welfare of the Republic of Latvia 
 
Liechtenstein [Apologised/excusée] 
Ms Karin LINGG 
Counsellor 
Office for Foreign Affairs 
 
Lithuania/Lituanie 
Ms Raminta UMBRASAITĖ 
Division of Equality between Women and Men 
Ministry of Social Security and Labour 
 
Malta/Malte 
Ms Renee LAIVIERA  
Acting Executive Director  
National Commission for the Promotion of 
Equality  
 
Republic of Moldova/République de 
Moldova 
Ms Lilia PASCAL 
Head, Department for ensuring equal 
opportunities, between men and women and 
violence policies, Ministry of Labour, Social 
Protection and Family 
 
Montenegro/Monténégro 
[Apologised/excusée] 
Ms Biljana PEJOVIĆ 
First Adviser, Department for Gender Equality 
Ministry of Justice and Minority Rights 
 
Netherlands/Pays-Bas 
Mr Charles DE VRIES 
Senior Policy Adviser, Gender Equality and 
LGBT Equality Department 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science  
 
Norway/Norvège 
Ms Lise ØSTBY 
Senior Adviser, Director for Children, Youth 
and Family Affairs  
Ministry of Children, Equality and Social 
Inclusion 
 
 
 
 



Poland/Pologne 
Ms Katarzyna WOLSKA-WRONA 
Governmental Plenipotentiary for Equal 
Treatment 
 
Portugal 
Ms Andreia MARQUES 
Unit for International Affairs 
Commission for Citizenship and Gender 
Equality 
 
Ms Isabel ROMAO  
Independent gender equality expert 
 
Romania/Roumanie 
 
Ms Ioana Liana CAZACU 
State Secretary 
Department for Equal Opportunities between 
women and men 
 
Mr Sorin BOTEZATU 
Director for Gender Equality 
Ministry of Labour, Family and Social 
Protection  
 
Serbia/Serbie 
Mr Dragomir KNEZEVIC 
Advisor, Gender Equality Unit 
Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social 
Policy 
 
Slovakia/Slovaquie [Apologised/excusée] 
Ms Olga PIETRUCHOVA 
Director of the Department of Gender 
Equality and Equal Opportunities 
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and the 

Family 

Slovenia/Slovénie 
 
Ms Sonja ROBNIK [Apologised/excusée] 
Equal Opportunities Department  
Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities 
 
Ms Violeta NEUBAUER 
Independent International Expert 
 
 
 

Ms Lea JAVORNIK NOVAK 
Directorate for Family Affairs 
Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities 
 
 
Spain/Espagne 
Ms Ana ARRILLAGA ALDAMA 
Deputy, General Directorate for International 
Relations 
Ministry of Health, Social Affairs and Equality 
 
Sweden/Suède [Apologised/excusée] 
Ms Annika MANSNERUS  
Ministry for Education and Research 
 
Switzerland/Suisse [Apologised/excusée] 
Mme Sylvie DURRER 
Directrice du Bureau fédéral de l’égalité entre 
femmes et hommes BFEG 
Département fédéral de l'Intérieur 
 
« The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia »/« L’ex-République yougoslave 
de Macédoine » 
Ms Jovanka TRENCHEVSKA 
Counsellor for gender equality 
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy 
 
Ms Tanja KIKEREKOVA 
Head of Human Rights Department 
Ministry of Justice 
 
Turkey/Turquie 
Ms Göknur AKÇADAĞ  
Head of International Organisations 
Department 
Directorate General on the Status of Women,  
 
Ukraine  
Mr Sergiy KYSLYTSYA [Apologised/excusée] 
Vice Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
Mr Serhiy VASYLENKO 
Chargé d'Affaires a.i 
Embassy of Ukraine to Finland  
 
 
 
 
 



Non-member state  
 
Morocco/Maroc 
Mme Salmani WASSIMA 
Service de Veille et de lutte contre la violence 
à l'égard des femmes 
Ministère de la Solidarité, de la Femme, de la 
Famille et du Développement Social 
 
M. Abdelhaq EL HAYANI 
Directeur de la Stratégie, des Statistiques et 
de la planification 
Ministère de l’Education Nationale et de la  
formation professionnelle du Maroc 
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS/ORATRICES PRINCIPALES 
Ms Maria Teresa ALVAREZ NUNES 
Portugal 
 
Ms Maya CHIVI 
Lebanon-Canada/Liban-Canada  
 
Ms Armelle LOGHMANIAN 
France 
 
Ms Elisabeth LØNNÅ 
Norway /Norvège 
 
Ms Pauline MOREAU 
Ireland/Irlande 
 
SPEAKERS/ORATEURS(TRICES) 
Ms Ilse BARTOSCH 
Austria/Autriche 
 
Ms Hanna Björg VILJHÁLMSDÓTTIR 
Iceland/Islande 
 
Ms Cocky BOOIJ 
Netherlands/Pays-Bas 
 
Mr Steven DE BAERDEMAEKER 
Belgium/Bélgique 
 
Mr John HAMER 
United Kingdom/Royaume Uni 
 
Mr Jens KRABEL 
Germany/Allemagne 
 
 

Ms Nataliya SEMENOVA (Apologised/excusée) 
Russian Federation/Fédération de Russe 
 
Ms Carolina SUAREZ GARCIA  
Spain / Espagne  
 
Ms Ineta UPENIECE 
Latvia/Lettonie 
 
Mr Bernard WICHT 
Switzerland/Suisse 
 
GENERAL RAPPORTEUR 
Ms Maureen BOHAN 
Ireland /Irlande 
 
OPEN SPACE 
 
Ministry of Employment and Economy 
Finland/Finlande 
Ms Hillevi LÖNN 
 
SETA/ LGBTI Rights in Finland 
Finland/Finlande 
Ms Lotte HEIKKINEN 
Ms Solja KOVERO 
 
The Feminist Association Unioni 
Finland/Finlande 
Ms Reija KATAINEN 
 
Le Deuxième Observatoire 
Switzerland/Suisse 
Mme Véronique DUCRET 
Mme Bulle NANJOUD 
 
PARTICIPANTS FROM HOST COUNTRY/ PARTICPANTS 

DU PAYS ORGANISATEUR  
 
Guest of Honour/Invitée d’honneur 
Ms Tarja HALONEN 
Former President of the Republic of Finland 
 
Keynote Speaker/Oratrice Principale 
Ms Krista KIURU 
Minister of Education, Science and 
Communications 
 
Ministry of Education and Culture 
Ms Païvi AALTO-NEVALAINEN 
Ms Kati ANTTALAINEN 



Ms Maija INNOLA 
Ms Helena LALU-TOIVIO 
Ms Anne LUOTO-HALVARI 
Mr Niklas NIKANOROV 
Ms Anssi PIRTTIJÄRVI 
Ms Eila RISSANEN 
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Ambassador Irma ERTMAN 
Ambassador Tarja REPONEN 
 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health 
Ms Johanna HAUTAKORPI 
Ms Hanna ONWEN-HUMA 
 
National Board of Education 
Ms Liisa JÄÄSKELÄINEN 
Ms Petra PACKALEN 
Ms Susanne RAJALA 
 
Office of the Ombudsman for Equality 
Mr Miko LEMPINEN 
 
National Institute for Health and Welfare 
Ms Minna KELHÄ 
 
City of Helsinki 
Ms Anu KANGASTE, Education Department 
Ms Hanna MAIDELL, Coordinator of Gender 
Equality  
 
The Family Federation of Finland 
Ms Hanna TERHO 
 
Aalto University 
Ms Merita PETÄJÄ 
 
Humak University of Applied Sciences 
Mr Hannu SIRKKILÄ 
 
University of Helsinki 
Ms Elina LAHELMA 
 
Finnish Confederation of Professionals STTK 
Ms Anja LAHERMAA 
 
Local Government Employers KT 
Mr Jouko HÄMÄLÄINEN 
 
FUURT Trade Union 
Ms Elina KATAINEN 

 
Green Women’s Association 
Ms Tiina ROSBERG 
 
Espoo Equality Committee 
Ms Yeresia VOLOTINEN 
 
TRASEK – National Organisation for 
Transgender rights 
Ms Taru KARTTUNEN 
 
Confederation of Finnish Industries EK 
Ms Eeva KOROLAINEN 
 
HYVA ry 
Ms Anja-Riitta KETOKOSKI-REXED 
 
The National Council of Women of Finland 
Ms Terhi HEINILÄ 
 
Suomen Kuntaliitto  
Ms Minna ANTILA 
 
City of Espoo 
Ms Marika LOSTEDT 
 
OTHER PARTICIPANTS  
 
Belarusian State University 
Ms Svetlana BUROVA 
Ms Larissa LUKINA 
 
Belarusian National Technical University 
Ms Irina KANDRICHINA 
Ms Elena YAKIMOVICH 
 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Law, Sweden 
Ms Olga BEZBOZHNA 
 
Estonian  
 
Women’s Associations Roundtable 
Foundation 
Ms Riina KÜTT 
Ms Harda ROOSNA 
Ms Ülle-Marike PAPP 
 
Praxis Center for Policy Studies, Estonia 
Ms Karin JÖERS-TÜRN 
 



Ministry of Education and Research of 
Estonia 
Ms Kersti KIVIRÜÜT 
 
Estonian Education Forum (EHF) 
Ms Liis TURU 
 
Estonian Women’s Studies and Resource 
Centre (ENUT) 
Ms Merle PAJUS 
 
Germany 
Ms Monika KIRFEL 
Ministry of School and Further Education – 
Northrhine-Westfalia 
 
Greece 
Mr Spyridon TSOUKALAS 
Independent 
 
Lithuania 
Ms Karolina JERMAKOVICIUTE 
Ministry of Finance 
 
The Netherlands 
Ms Maggie WISSINK OOK GEERDINK 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
 
Sweden 
Mr David HAMILTON 
University of Umea  
 
United Kingdom 
Dr Gaby WEINER 
University of Sussex 
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE  
 
Directorate General of Democracy 
Mrs Snežana SAMARDŽIČ-MARKOVIČ 
Director General/Directrice générale 
 
Directorate of Human Dignity and Equality  
Ms Marja RUOTANEN 
Director/Directrice 
 
Ms Liri KOPAÇI-DI MICHELE 
Head of Equality Division/Chef de la Division 
de l’Égalité 
   
 

Ms Carolina LASÉN DIAZ  
Programme Officer, Equality Division/ 
Responsable de Programme, Division de 
l’Égalité 
 
Ms Adrienne INGLEDOW  
Principal Administrative Assistant, Equality 
Division/Assistante administrative principale, 
Division de l’Égalité   
 
Directorate of Education 
Mr Villano QIRIAZI 
Head of the Education Policy Division/Chef de 
la division des politiques éducatives  
 
Directorate of Communication 
Mr Sandro WELTIN 
Photographer/Photographe 
 
Ms Paivi SUHOVEN  
Media Correspondent (Nordic Countries) 
/Correspondante média (Pays nordiques) 
 
Interpreters/Interprétes 
Ms Françoise COMTE 
Ms Barbara GRÜT 


