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Mijatović

ope’s institutional efforts to ensure the 

the Secretariat’s ote, ‘The role of Council of Europe 

bodies to enhance media freedom and the protection of journalists’, which is appended to this 

-

- A Council of Europe ‘Alert – – Response’ mechanism?

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2150257&Site=COE
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- The way ahead. What needs to be done beyond today’s di

he third session was designed to channel the day’s discussions into concrete action lines for 

the achievement of the Round Table’s stated aims. That selection of 

 

                                                           
‘ ia freedom’, Recommendation 1897 
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Secretary General of the Council of Europe, ‘Thematic deba –

up’, Doc. No. 

–

http://assembly.coe.int/Mainf.asp?link=http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/Doc/RefRedirectEN.asp?Doc=%20Resolution%201636
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CM(2013)29&Ver=final&Language=lanEnglish&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=DD(2013)738&Language=lanEnglish&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2087017&Site=CM
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2150257&Site=COE
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– –

eneral’s “ ”

to the establishment of “

edia actors”. ’s insistence 

have a “t ” of measures 

                                                           
‘Thematic debate: safety of journalists –

up’, Doc. No. SG/Inf(2014)2, 20 January 

–

’s aim.
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“h ” approach: different strategies for different objectives

ego’s 

of member states’ obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights and other 

There is an urgent need for designated responsibility and ‘o ’

for the organisation’s standards and activities
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ope for partners’ input, 

                                                           

“a new institutional champion of freedom of expression”

Media and Information Society, ‘Free

Rights, Responsibilities’, Belgrade, 7
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olations of journalists’ and media actors’ rights

Furthermore, from the NGOs’

orm’s effectiveness will be severely 
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-
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are related to the broader considerations and discussions about the Council of Europe’s 

‘ownership’ of fr



10 
 



11 
 

–

Strasbourg, Palais de l’Europe (Room 5)

by Mr Nils Muižnieks, Council of Europe 

The Council of Europe’s Secretary General called for 

-

-

-

-

Gvozden Srećko Flego, Croatia, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 

http://hub.coe.int/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=5df90407-7663-4361-b5fb-1bbcc84c9fa0&groupId=10227
http://hub.coe.int/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=5df90407-7663-4361-b5fb-1bbcc84c9fa0&groupId=10227
http://hub.coe.int/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=5df90407-7663-4361-b5fb-1bbcc84c9fa0&groupId=10227
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2084549&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
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A Council of Europe ‘Alert – – Response’ mechanism?

-

-
-

- alerts into the perspective of European standards and states’ 

-

evidence, oversight of states’ reactions, what else?

-

-

-

today’s discussions?

–
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Committee of Ministers. This system could be described as creating an “enabling 

environment” for freedom of expression, including as exercised by journalists and other 

Consequently, Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights (“ECHR”) is at 

of the Council of Europe’s system for the protection of the right to freedom of 

•

                                                           
16

 See Dink v. Turkey, Application Nos. 2668/07, 6102/08, 30079/08, 7072/09, 7124/09, judgment of 14 
September 2010, paragraph 137. 
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•

•

an injunction, in ‘life and limb’ cases. If it were possible to present compelling evidence that 

•

• “Not only the media have the task of imparting (…) information and ideas: the public 

also has a right to receive them”.

 Article 10 doesn’t d

codes of conduct, the later shouldn’t be envisaged as a precondition for the protection 

 The ECtHR doesn’t give a definition of journalism but refers to a diverse range of 
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 The Sunday Times v. the United Kingdom, (no1), 26 April 1979, § 65, Series A no.30. 
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The translation of the ECHR’s principles through divers tools, mandates and fora, by all 

the Chair’s responsibility. 

The Parliamentary Assembly (“PACE”)
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Human Rights (”ECHR”).

rings with NGOs such as journalists’ and media 



17 
 

and regional elections’ observation, mainly from the viewpoint of objectivity, fair coverage, 

with the NGO’s (about 400) setting guidelines and adopting action plans.

Commissioner’s country visits and reports; it is also the subject of regular media, including 

In the Commissioner’s view, bloggers, reporting citizens and others active on the Internet 

Whatever the source of the attacks, the Commissioner’s main recommendations are the 

–

which the Commissioner’s office is in regular contact, is a particularly 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/media/roundtable-en.asp

