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AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:  

TOWARDS THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE ISTANBUL CONV   
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• ictims’ characteristics, their reactions to the violence event and physical, psychological and
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mplementing a dedicated survey measuring ‘sensitive data’ is essential in a cultural 

The Italian context has changed during the last decades, but it’s very different from the 



How to gain women’s faith (for the training of interviewers);

ew, it’s difficult for women to speak about it and give vent to owns feeling. In fact, often it’s 



that could cover cases of violence. For instance questions as “

re not very attractive, ugly, inadequate?” or “He 

you that you are not a good mother or that you are incompetent “ or “He forces you what to wear, 

arrange your hair, how to behave in public?”

it’s a very important aspect, because women often completely depend from their husband, or they 

the use of money from the partner’s account or from a shared acco

questions. It’s also important never use the words “violence”, “abuse” or “violent behaviours”. 

freeze the relationship preventing the women’s disclosure.

“physical violence” or “sexual violence”, preferring to

go more into details by asking “When did it happen?”, 

“How many times”. The first screening co
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partner’s characteristics, are asked after having spoken about their relationship and the 



ions are inserted, for istance “Did your partner or 

frightened you ?”.

The choice to ask only about the most recent violence’s episode, even if good from a 

t of view, it’s not completely satisfying. 

Other information regard what has happened, if there were other people involved, victim’s reaction, 

conviction, victim’s satisfaction with respect to the police actions.



‘anger’ against the partner, faithfulness towards the interviewer, the absence of the (violent) partner 

during the interview. Women said, infact, that it’s easier for a woman to disclose violence if she is 

“she had a fight” or “ she might be piss off with him!”

It’s also essential to 

Furthermore it’s very 

theme: we talk about “personal safety” at the beginning, then we talk of “women safety” and at last, 

just before the screening questions, we speak about “facts or experiences that could happen in 

women’s life”. Other countries, for instance Canada, present the survey as a personal safety survey 

too. Furthermore, we regard very useful to say, before the screening questions: “I can call you back 

moment”.



32,4% respondents’ 

length of the interview. The interviews’ interruption rate was 2.5% and 

t with other similar surveys’ refusal rates, as for example the Citizen’s 

safety survey’s one. 
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urces; standardized data, in order to have comparable across countries and over time; 

speaking data, that means to have meaningful data suitable to well describe the phenomenon, using 
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to go behind the limits of the “ ”. 
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• easuring VAW and gender’s 
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