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Raison d’etre of the Platform

• In 2010, Ministry of Justice officially announced that women
homicides increased by 1400 % from 2002 to 2009

• Monstrous murder of Münevver KARABULUT by her boyfriend
the same year

• “Right to life”



Raison d’etre of the Platform

• Co-operates/supports with the families of women who have been
murdered or subject to gender-based or domestic violence

• Organizes country wide street rallies and protests

• Lobbying activities at the Parliament for the rectification of Criminal Law
parallel to the standards of Istanbul Convention

• Ensures immediate access to legal remedies

• Provides legal counselling at gender-based homicide cases (pending 35
cases in different cities)

•Collects data and prepares periodical reports on findings



Turkish Legal Framework on Preventing and 
Combatting Violence Against Women and Domestic 

Violence

• Turkey is the first country to sign the Istanbul Convention but the
Convention only entered into force in August 2014

•Law No 6284 on Protection of Family and Prevention of Violence
Against Women

• Implementation Regulation of Law No 6284

•Criminal Law No 5237 (standard homicide provisions, no reference to
gender based violence)

• European Convention on Human Rights and European Court of Human
Rights case-law

• Ministry of Family and Social Works (before its amendment in2011,
Ministry was formerly named as Ministry Responsible for Women and
Family)

• Advisory Committee on Evaluating Reasons for Violence Against
Women that will provide Report on Measures to be taken



Gender-Based Women Homicide 
Figures (2008-2014)



Overview of Dispersal of Gender-
Based Women Homicides in  2014



Gender Based Women Homicide 
Figure for 2015 (8 months)

The Monument Counter is an on line monument that is updated every day and  
designed to commemorate gender based women homicides.



PREVENTION / PROTECTION

• Insufficient implementation of Law No 6284 and Regulation
• Limited awareness of Istanbul Convention
• Reluctance of police officers’ to carry out protection measures
• Delays in the legal system to issue necessary protection orders

Platform’s Assessment of Gender-
Based and Domestic Violence



PROSECUTION

• Lack of accountability: No policy to find responsible officials who
fail to carry out their protection duty
• Attrition throughout investigation and litigation phases:
Discrimination against women during criminal cases
•Legal system protects perpetrators through insufficient investigation
process and sentence reductions
(ECHR case-law Opuz v. Turkey and Durmaz v. Turkey )
• Sentence reductions pave way to prospective gender based violence

Platform’s Assessment of Gender-
Based and Domestic Violence



POLICY
• The Government prefers to ignore existence of gender-based

violence
• Requests for data (as per applicable law enabling such requests)
about gender-based violence is futile. The answer: “There is no
such concept under our laws to prepare such data”
• Reminders to Ministry regarding Article 11 of Istanbul

Convention
• Resistance to NGO involvement despite Articles 7, 9 and 13 of
Istanbul Convention

Platform’s Assessment of Gender-
Based and Domestic Violence



POLICY /Data Collection

• Alternative methods of data collection:
(i) Nationwide network of volunteers,
(ii) Co-operation with local press,
(iii) Uninterrupted contact with families,

(iv) Periodical update on collected data and interpretation of
such data

Platform’s Assessment of Gender-
Based and Domestic Violence
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THANK YOU


