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ALIEN (EXOTIC) species: a species occurring in an area outside of 

its historically known natural range as a result of intentional or accidental 

dispersal by human activities (CBD, IUCN, UNEP-WCMC) 

http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/ 
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INVASIVE ALIEN TREE species: An alien tree species whose 

introduction and/or spread threaten biological diversity (CBD, IUCN). 

e.g.,  

Bern Convention 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

IPPC/FAO 

Reg. EU no. 1143/2014 

National and sub-national legislation (In many 

countries invasive alien trees are black listed or there 

are limitations to their use in protected areas). 
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The Code of Conduct on Plantation Forestry and 

Invasive Alien Trees 

 

Is NOT against Plantation Forestry 

Is NOT against Plantation Forestry with Alien Trees 

Is NOT against Plantation Forestry with Invasive 

Alien Trees 
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The Code of Conduct on Plantation Forestry and 

Invasive Alien Trees 

 

Suggests guidelines and good practices to prevent 

risks and mitigate impacts of Plantation Forestry 

with Invasive Alien Trees 
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Excessive users of resources 

Donors of limiting resources  

Fire promoters/suppressors  

Sand stabilizers  

Colonizers of intertidal mudflats/sediment stabilizers  

Litter accumulators  

Hybridisation & introgression 

Transformers   
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This Code of Conduct is addressed to all relevant stakeholders and decision 
makers in the 47 Member States of the Council of Europe. It aims to 
enlist the co-operation of the Forest sector (trade and industry, national 
forest Authorities, certification bodies and environmental organizations) 
and associated professionals in preventing, reducing and controlling 
possible introductions of invasive alien tree species in Plantation Forestry. 
It complements the Code of Conduct on Horticulture and Invasive Alien 
Plants published by the Council of Europe (Heywood & Brunel 2009, 2011) 
aimed at the horticultural industry and trade and the European Code of 
Conduct for Botanic Gardens on Invasive Alien Species (Heywood & 
Sharrock 2013). 
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AWARENESS 

PREVENTION & 
CONTAINMENT 

EDRR 

OUTREACH 

FORWARD 
PLANNING 
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AWARENESS 
 
• Be aware of regulations concerning invasive alien trees; 
• Be aware of which alien tree species are invasive or that have 
a high risk of becoming invasive, and of the invasion debt; 
• Develop systems for information sharing and training 
programmes.  
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PREVENTION & CONTAINMENT 
 
• Promote – where possible – the use of native trees; 
• Adopt good nursery practices; 
• Modify plantation practices to reduce problems 
with invasive alien tree species; 
• Revise general land management practices in 
landscapes with planted forests; 
• Adopt good practices for harvesting and transport of 
timber; 
• Adopt good practices for habitat restoration. 
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Modify plantation practices to reduce problems with 
invasive alien tree species: (1/2): 

Research findings should be applied to identify the most appropriate sites for 
cultivation within landscapes; 

Biodiversity issues must be considered in plantation design (e.g., Carnus et al. 
2006; COP 11 Decision XI/19 8 - 19 October 2012 - Hyderabad, India ); 

Avoid converting natural habitats for cultivation; 

Restrict plantings to areas where alien tree species are already present; 

Limit the total allowable area of planting, aggregate planting sites, and reduce the 
total boundary length; 

Save or plant 2-3 rows of native and/or less invasive alien tree species around 
external boundaries or along margins of unplanted reserve areas inside plantations 
; 

Design plantation shape to minimise edges at right angles to prevailing winds 
during seed release season; 
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Whenever possible, include sites with boundaries from where spread is difficult or 
acceptable (e.g., grazed areas, actively managed production forest, wide roads); 

Whenever possible, use mixed-species plantations (Brockerhoff et al. 2008) and 
encourage structural diversity through different age classes (Evans 2009b); 

Encourage the establishment of representative natural forest within the plantation 
estate and, where possible, restore natural forests on appropriate sites (Secretariat of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity 2009); 

Prevent plantings at sites most favourable for long-distance dispersal of seed or pollen 
(hill tops, ridges); 

Prevent plantings and minimize disturbance near wetlands, rivers and streams and 
create buffer zones; 

Prevent plantings near Natura 2000 sites and other protected areas or endangered 
habitats; 

Minimize soil movement, transport and disturbance in or around planted areas; 

Stabilise disturbed soils as soon as possible. 
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EARLY DETECTION & RAPID RESPONSE 
 
•Promote and implement early detection & rapid 
response programmes; 
•Establish or join a network of sentinel sites. 
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OUTREACH 
 
•Engage with the public on the risks posed by invasive alien 
trees, their impacts and on options for management. 
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FORWARD PLANNING 
 
•Consider developing research activities on invasive alien 
trees species and becoming involved in collaborative research 
projects at national and regional levels; 
•Take global change trends into consideration. 
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In plantation forestry, climate change could 
affect the dynamics of alien tree invasions in 
many interacting ways, for example: (a) by 
causing modification in the native ecosystems 
promoting range changes, naturalisation and 
spread of both native and alien trees (e.g., 
Iverson et al. 2008; McKenney et al. 2011); (b) by 
favouring individual traits of particular alien 
trees (e.g. Capdevila-Argüelles & Zilletti 2008; 
Kawaletz et al. 2013; Castro-Díez et al. 2014); and 
(c) by modifying introduction pathways and 
promoting a larger use of certain alien trees 
(Courbet et al. 2012; Lindenmayer et al. 2012) 
including a process of re-thinking the 
importance of always choosing native 
species (UK Forestry Commission ). Also 
assisted migration  has been proposed as a 
means to maintain forest productivity, health, 
and ecosystem services under rapid climate 
change (e.g., Gray et al. 2011; Kreyling et al. 2011; 
Pedlar et al. 2012). 
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Thank YOU! 


