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THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S NEW INITIATIVE

Preliminary Meeting

on

"The Tbilissi Initiative"

Kasbegy, Georgia,
Friday 2 — Saturday 3 October 1998

REPORT OF THE MEETING

1. Opening of the meeting

1.1 The meeting was opened by Professor Dr Alexani®@RTOSIA,
Minister of Education of Georgia, who welcomed tbarticipants to the
Preliminary Meeting on "T he Thilissi Initiative"He informed the particip ants
of the support of the President of Georgia, Mr Ed BHEVARDNADZE, for
the Initiative.

He also stated that the Secretary Generals timgiawas helping
peacemaking in the Caucasus and that the intendedaSian textbook would
help the history of the Caucasians nations.
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1.2 Ms Alison CARDWELL, Ad ministrator of the Diremtate of Education,
Culture and Sport, welcomed the participants onaliebf the Secretary
General of the Council of Europe. She informed plaeticipants that the
Secretary General attaches the highest politicpbmance to the success of
"The Thilissi Initiative”. She also informed thanpicipants that the bud get for
the Programme of Activities would be examined by tGommittee of
Ministers' Deputies and adopted in November.

Ms CARDWELL stated that the activities in the Pramgme of
Activities in 1999 would be the P llowing:

» advisory missions to discuss the preparation of dhapters with
each of the teams of authors;

* national seminars in each of the countries linkedtapics to be
included in the textbook, eg how to teach sensiind co ntro versial
issues;

* a regional seminar bringing together participantsnf each of the

countries involved in the preparation of the tewtkhamn a topic of
common interest linked to the textbook;

* ameeting of the group present at the Kasbegy negesihich should
act as an editorial board for the preparation eftéxtbook.

2. Adoption ofthe draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted witho ut any changes.
3. Election of the Chair of the Meeting

The participants decided unanimously that Mr Georg
SHARVASHIDZE, First Deputy Minister of Education @&eorgia, should

chair the meeting.

4. Presentatio n of the p artic pants

Al the participants introduced themse lves andega\short presentation
of their backgrounds and their present work.



5. Aims of the Meeting

Under this item, the participants discussed thesaif the meeting under
the following headings:

51 Structure, themes and form of the textbook

Under this heading, the particpants took Paragépf the Background
Document for the starting point of their discussionThey discussed the
structure proposed by the Secretariat:

* Preface

The participants agreed that the Preface shouldodaote the
textbook and contain:

. messages of support from the Ministers of Edinocaof
the four countries inwlved;

i. an introd uction by the Secretary General of @suncil of
Europe.

* A section on "The Caucasus: the land and the psbtpl

The participants agreed that this secton shouldwrigen by a
historian from outside the region. It should be

i. submitted in draft to the Secretariat;

. sent to the teams of the authors in the différeo untries
for comment;

. discussed during the advisory missions and iomet
seminars;

V. discussed and finalised during the next meetrigthe
editorial board.

The Secretariat is entrusted with the task of figda historian
who would be able to undertake the preparationhsf $ection.
The task of the historian responsible for this isectvould be to
present a factual descrption of the geographydifferent parts
of the region and the peoples living in the regiohhis section
should also include a general map of the physiealgcaphy of
the region.
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This section should be about 12 pages with one page for the
map.

A section with four sub-sections on the historyeath of the four
countries (10-15 pages per country)
The four sub-sections should be written by the tamfmauthors
of the four countries. The sub-sectons should taian
information on what each country would lke pupiis another
country to know abo ut the history of their countiey,'what | — as
an Armenian, an Azeri, a Georgian or a Russian -tladvdke

young people in neighbouring countries to know dboty
country's history".

The participants agreed to draw up a plan for tkegtion to be
submitted to the Secretariat by 15 December 1998nmg the
main points that should be included in their subtis@ including
introductons to the fllowing periods in the histoof the
Caucasus:

. the Caucasian Region in ancient times;

. the Caucasian Region in ancient times;

il the Caucasian Region in recent history tr(1Q3entury —
1921).

The participants suggested that it may be necedeairyvite an
independent historian from outside the region toitewran
introduction to each of the sub-sections. This lidae decided
at the next meeting of the present group.

a sectonon 10-15 key themes (50 pages)

There was considerable discussion on the proposdentify 10-15
key themes. This was a completely new approach tfwr
particip ants at the meeting.

The particp ants, therefore, decided to postposeasion on the key
themes until the plans for the sub-sections onhi®ry of each of
the countries have been prepared. It may be thaekey themes
emerge from these sub-sectons. In the meantimeas decided
that possible key themes could be the following:

i. imagesofthe Caucasus: natures and peoplegrgehy;
ii. heritages;

iii. conflict;

iv. trade and commerce;

v. traditions and customs;
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vi. migration and pop ulation movements;
vii. etc.

 Keypeople and key events in the history of theae@l2 pages)
The teams ofauthors should begin working on gts bf key people

and key events. The key persons and key eventddshaue a short
paragraph giving the most important details abbeitrt.

 Time chart, index and source material

The participants decided that it was premature ibguss the time
chart, index and source material and that they Ishba looked at
during the advisory missions and national seminars.

5.2 The Guidelines

The particpants accepted the Guidelines to beemsd in the
prep aration ofthe various sections of the textbo®kese Guidelines appear in
Appendix Il to the present document.

5.3 Timetable for the preparation of the textbook

The participants will submit a plan for the sturet of the sub-section of
their country to the Secretariatby 15 Decembei8199

The next stage of the work will begin with a ssrd ad visory missions
to the four countries to work with the teams ofteus and to discuss the
preparation of the textbook. The Secretariat fixlthe dates for the advisory
missions at the beginning of 1999.

The participants all agreed that the textbook &hbe ready by the end
of 2000 and published in the first half of the y2801.

5.4  Working methods

The participants all agreed with the working meithg roposed by the
Secretariat, ie:

» advisory missions. Two experts invited by the Colunf Europe
wo uld work with the teams of authors for one day;,

* national seminars. A national seminar in eacthefdo untries would
be held annually on different aspects of the teatbwith ministry
officials, academic historians, teacher traineegchers, textbook
authors, etc;



e regional seminars. One regonal seminar each wmuld be
organised on a topic linked to the preparatiorheftextbook.

* one meeting each year of the group present at thdinfnary
Meeting to ensure that the textbook is advancirmperly, discuss
progress and difficulties and act as an editomelrd.

Ideally, each of the four countries should hosegional seminar or a
meeting of the group present at the Preliminary tiege

5.5 Target group

After considerable discussion, the participantsidisl that the target
group should be pupils agéd-16 years

The textbook should be a supplementary textboodt saimould not
replace the textbooks on national and world histosgd in schools in the four
countries. The participants were of the opinioattthe Caucasian textbook
would be usefulbecause little is taught abo uthiséory of the Caucasus in the
schools in the four countries.

The importance of the Ministries of Education befadly involved in
the preparation of the textbook was stressed, tsecan most cases, they are
responsible for authorising the use of textbooks.

5.6 Form of the p ublication of the textbook

The textbook is destined for use by teachers augilp in the four
countries involved in '"The Tbilissi Initiative". tIshould, therefore, be
published by publishing houses in the four coustrie

However, it may be possible to find British eduzatl p ublisher for the
English version of the textbook.

6. Presentations by the experts and the Coun&blmdpe

6.1 Ms Susan BENNETT (Qualifications and Curriculduathority, United
Kingdom) presented the thematic approach to tegchstory. She explained
that a theme could be chosen such as 'warfaretheditine” and it could be
treated through a certain number of ages. A nunad eifferent p erspectives
could be used for the themes and the pupils woildd ae encouraged to
undertake extra work and research on the givetopi
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The participants agreed to look at the possibibty the thematic
approach. This is a topic which could be discusdading the advisory
missons and national seminars. As was mentomé&haragraph 5 above, some
themes may emerge from the introductions by the @mwntries in addition to
those proposed by the Secretariat in Paragraph o6.4he Background
Document.

6.2 Mr Girvydas DUOBLYS (Lithuania) presented thealti® History
Textbook Project and informed the participants dbou

» the working methods used;

» the problems encountered in preparing the textbook;
» the successes of the project;

» the use of the textbook.

Mr DUOBLYS informed the participants that the Paijbegan in 1995
and that each of the three Baltic States had bespomsible for the preparation
of its section on each ofthe periods agreed upothk textbook.

The aims of the textbook were to:

join efforts to prepare an integrated textbookhefBaltic countries;
» use practical methods in the preparation of thébteok;

e include in the contents what is the common to tlsohy of the
Baltic countries as well as what is different;

* remove the stereotypes about the uniformity oBhéic States;

* show the cultural life and history of the natiomainorities in the
region;

* provide some teacher training to enable teachemotk with the
textboook and strengthen relations between the &acim the three
countries.

He informed the participants that, one of the mawoblems, in
preparing the textbook was the quantity of informatwhich each country
wanted to include in the textbook. Also, theresgntatives of each country
had a different approach to the preparation ote#oook.

He told the participants that, at each stage gp aration, there had been
teacher training in the use of the textbook. Tdwthiook is a supplementary
textbook to be used alongside the textbooks omnatiand world history. It
will be published by the end of 1998.



6.3 Mr Andrzej CHRZANOWSKI (WSIP, Poland) informedhe
participants abo ut the Polish/Ukrainian textbooll aaid that, at the start, four
countries were to have been involved: Poland, ldkralithuania and Belarus.
However, it was only possible to produce a jointigstéUkrainian textbook.
He stated that the project had started in 1997tlatithe aims of the project
were similar to those of the Baltic History TextlkodProject. The
Polish/Ukrainian textbook is also a supplementaextbitook to be used
alongside the textbooks of the two countries oomai and world history.

Mr CHRZANOWSKI indicated that the positions of th&o countries
were not the same on certain issues, and that thasealso the problem of
which facts and events from their joint past shdadd eflected.

He hoped that teachers from both countries woeldlble to meet and
agree on approaches to teaching the history oftmihtries.

6.4 Ms Tatiana MILKO (Council of Europe) presentéde European
Secondary School Students' Conference — The PassePConference, 1919,
and the Treaty of Versailles, which was held at Gadge, United Kingdom,
in February 1997. The report ofthe Conferencelxafound in document CC-
ED/HIST/Eur (98) 3 which was distributed to the fiEpants at the Kasbegy
meeting.

The Simulation of the Paris Peace Conference dmad Ttreaty of
Versailles was a good example of how to treat arowarsial and sensitive
issue.  The pupils had to take the roles of thleghtions from the different
countries present in Paris and Versailles, but néveplay the role of the
delegation of their own country. This proved todreinteresting and valuable
experience, and it is one that could be adaptedrer countries and events.

7. Handbook for teachers on teaching sensitivecamdroversial issues

The participants were of the opinion that this Wohbe helpful, and
asked the Secretariat to look for an author, whaldide able to present his
outline of the Handbook at the next meeting oftlesent group.

8. Other business

9. Close of the meeting

The meeting ended during the afternoon of SatuRl@gtober 1998.



APPENDIX |
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

EXPERTS INVITED BY THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Mr Andrzej CHRZANOWSKI, Director, Wydawnictwa Szkw |
Pedagogiczne, Plac Dabrowskiego 8, PL - 00-950 WARS

Poland

Tel: +48 22 826 83 82 Fax:+48 22 827 92 80
E-mail: andrzej/chrzanowski@ sip.com.pl

Mr Girvydas DUOBLYS, Coordinator of the Baltic Hisly Textbook Project,
The Lithuanian Centre of Human Rights, Gedimino 2R - 2600 VILNIUS
Lithuania

Tel: +3702 62 88 58 Fax:+370 2 62 89 60

Ms Susan BENNETT, Qualfications and Curriculumtiarity, 29 Bolton

Street,

GB - LONDON W1Y 7PD

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 171 509 5555 Fax:+44 171 509 6966/
65

E-mail: BennettS@qca.org.uk

Mr Robert PARSONS, BBC Correspondant in Moscow,- RFOSCOW
Russian Federation
Tel: + 7 095 941 86 00 Fax:+7 095 941 86 05

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Mr Yura NAVOYAN, Chief Expert, Department of ForeigRelations,
Ministry of Education and Science of the Republi€ Armenia, 13 M.
Khorenatsi Str.

AM - YEREVAN

Armenia

Tel: +3742 58 04 03 Fax: +3742 15 16 51

Mr Ruben SAHAKYAN, Senior Researcher, Institute éfistory of the
National Academy of Science of Armenia, 2 M. Heud#dr. Apt. 4,

AM - YEREVAN

Armenia

Tel: + 374252 92 63 Fax: +3742 58 04 03
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REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

Mr Arif MURADOYV, Head of Secondary school Departrhe@overnment
House,

AZ - 370016 BAKU

Azerbaijan

Tel: + 99412 93 95 38 Fax:+99 412 93 80 97
E-mail:edu-min@azeri.com

Mr Aydin ASLANOV, Expert of Baku In-service Traingninstitute, secondary
schoolteacher, Government House,

AZ - 370016 BAKU

Azerbaijan

Tel: + 99 412 93 95 38 Fax:+99 412 93 80 97
E-mail: edu-min@ azeri.com

GEORGIA

Mr George SHARVASHIDZE, First Deputy Minister of Bdation of Georgia,
(Chair), 52, Uznadze Str.

GE - TBILISSI

Georgia

Tel: +995 32 95 63 95 Fax:+99532 77 00 73
E-mail: giashar@pop.kheta.ge

Mr Paata RAMISHVILI, Senior Scientific Specialist the Institute of History
and Ethnography, 7, Kavsadze str. App. 26

GE - TBILISSI

Georgia

Tel: +995 32 23 20 02 Fax:+99532 77 00 73

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Mr Vladimir BATSYN, Head of the Department for Regal Policies,
Ministry of General and Professional Ed ucation legf Russian Federation, 33,
shabolovka str.

RF - MOSCOW 113833

Tel: +7 095 954 51 09 Fax:+7 095 954 51 09

Mr Vadim TREP AVLOV, Institute of Russian History,uRsian Academy of
Science, 13, Dmitriy Udaltsov,

RF - MOSCOW 1178036

Tel: Fax:+7 095 126 39 55
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OBSERVERS

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Mr Demir DRAGNEYV, Director of the History Institutdl ational Academy of
Science of the Republic of Moldova,

MD - 2009 CHISINAU

The Republic of Moldova

Tel: +3732 23 32 07 Fax: +3732 23 45 41

Mr Philip REEVES, Moscow Bureau Chief, The Indepemy Ul. Dmitriya
Ulyanova 16,

RF - MOSCOW 1178036

Tel: +7 095124 07 12 Fax: +7 095 124 07 12

E-mail: reevesp@ glasnet.ru

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Directorate of Education, Culture and Sport/Direntide I'Education, de la
Culture etdu Sport

Ms Alison CARDWELL, Administrator, Education Deparént, Council of
Euwope, F-67075 STRASBOURG CEDEX

Tel: +33 388 4126 17 Fax: +33 38841 2750/56
E-mail:alison.cardwell@ coe.fr

Ms Tatiana MILKO, Administrative Assistant, Ed uecati Department, Council
of Europe, F-67075 STRASBOURG CEDEX

Tel: +33 388 4136 97 Fax: +33 388 41 2750 /56
E-mail: tatiana.milko@coe. fr
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APPENDIX II

AGENDA

Opening of the meeting

Adoption of the draft agenda

Election of the Chair of the Meeting

Presentation of the particpants

Aims of the Meeting

Presentatons by the experts and Council of feiro

Discussion of the background docume nt

Handbook for teachers on teaching sensitivecamdroversial issues
Other business

Close of the meeting
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APPENDIX III

GUIDELINES FOR THE TEAMS OF AUTHORS

In order to ensure that the Textbook is readalrld aomparable,
agreement must be reached at the Preliminary Mgetithe way in which the
teams of authors should produce their parts ofTéaetbook and the language
which should be used.

The following Guidelines should, therefore, b eagated by the teams of

authors at the Preliminary Meeting. If these Gliits are not respected, the
teams of authors willbe informed and invited tadietheir sections.

* * *

The teams of authors, therefore, agree to the follwing Guidelines:

1. Each of the sections of the textbook should havealanced approach
andnot be written in a triump halist, polemic or even viail/e style. The style
should be neutral and realistic and give differgxints of view where

appropriate.

2. The Textbook should be free of political andoitbgical stereotypes
where historical events are used to reinforce tbétipal problems of the
presentday.

3. The Textbook should contain no information whaohuld be interpreted
from a nationalistic or xenophobic point of view.

4. Each of the sections should includ e:

cultural, economic, social and spiritual as wellpaditical and
diplomatic history. It should not concentrate oilitary issues,
although obviously military history and battlesstkand won, will
have to be dealt with.

5. The question of "multi-perspectivity” should brecluded in all the
sections of the Textbook, to awaken in the pugikirt reasoning skills and
their ability to read history critically.

6. The photographs should be chosen for valid hbreasons and not
be controversial.

7. The maps should be agreeable to all the cosntneolved and not be
controversial but acceptable to all.
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