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Strasbourg,  25 May 2009 
 
 
Dear Mr Maluhins, 
 
The European Committee of Social Rights is currently examining the 4th Latvian report on 
the European Social Charter and has instructed me to forward to you the enclosed 
questions concerning Article 13§4. 
 
The Committee would be grateful if you could reply to these questions before 27 June 
2009 in order to allow the information to be taken into account in Conclusions 2009.  
 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Régis Brillat 
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Question in respect of the 4th report of Latvia 

Article 13§4: 
 
The Committee recalls that under Article 13§4 of the Charter, legislation or practice which 
denies entitlement to emergency medical  assistance to foreign nationals, within the 
territory of a State Party, even if they are there illegally, is contrary to the Charter 
(International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH) v. France, Complaint No.14/2003, 
decision on the merits of 8 September 2004).  
 
The Committee asks whether foreign nationals, unlawfully present in Latvia, including 
those whose applications for refugee or stateless person status have been rejected as well 
as others, are eligible for emergency medical and emergency social assistance (e.g. food, 
shelter, clothing) in case of need.   
 
The Committee notes that aliens applying for a visa or temporary residence permit must 
present a valid health insurance package which covers emergency health care services. 
What about those aliens who do not have to apply for a visa to come to Latvia (e.g. EU 
nationals) and happen to be without health insurance and adequate resources?  
 

 


