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–

e session on “Hate Speech On line”

–

today’s discussions about 

–

–

In trying to answer the first question “when does information or ideas that offend

rb become hate speech”, 

observer to be “offending”, “shocking”, or “disturbing” in ordinary sense of these words 

ute “hate speech”? I think the answer should be no. If the answer was yes, then 

the ECtHR’s quoted words about freedom of expression would amount to nothing.
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Next step is to define “hate speech” itself. Yet the international law does not recognize 

“racist and xenophobic material” 

“racist and xenophobic material” instead of “hate speech”. 

“racist and xenophobic material” means “any 

well as religion if used as a pretext for any of these factors.”

be considered “racist and xenophobic”. With any element missing, the material, 

sidered “racist and 

xenophobic”. Thus, if material does not advocate, promote or incite hatred, 

discrimination or violence, it should not be reckoned as “racist and xenophobic”.

For example, using the words “enemy” or “evil” referring to X should not be considered 

“racist and xenophobic” if those words are not used as a pretext of X’s belonging to 
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eech if X was “praised” this way because of his or her belonging to certain race, 

“racist and xenophobic material” in the meaning of the Additional Protocol is narrower 

“action at a distance”

imiting anonymity and moving to “real name” policies to 

“people who are able to post anonymously 

effects”.

Foxman and Wolf note that “a real

an Internet norm leads to accountability and promotes civility”. An example of this can 

http://www.adl.org/combating-hate/cyber-safety/c/viral-hate/viral-hate.html
http://www.adl.org/combating-hate/cyber-safety/c/viral-hate/viral-hate.html
http://news.cnet.com/8301-1023_3-57589113-93/twitter-must-reveal-names-behind-anti-semitic-tweets-rules-french-court/
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http://news.cnet.com/8301-1023_3-57534660-93/sparks-fly-over-anti-semitic-tweets-in-france/

