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Building awareness and support 
 

Alien species in Poland database is being developed and updated, 
now containing >1280 species, with >100 new waiting for entry 

About 130 000 visits each year 



 

Building awareness and support 
 

Adoption of national code of conduct on horticulture and invasive 
alien plants 

Developed by nature conservation sector, 
scientists, ornamental plants producers  
and sellers, landscape architects,  
honey producers etc.  

Local initiatives promoting the use 
of native ornamental plants instead 
of IAS 



 

Building awareness and support 
 

Citizen science project on mapping alien turtle records 



 

Building awareness and support 
 

Promoting codes of conduct of the Bern Convention 

Plans to translate codes of conduct into  
Polish 



 

Building awareness and support 
 

New procedures for bird ringing programmes:  
 caught alien birds must not be released into the wild;  
 they  must be provided to local nature conservation offfices 



 

Building awareness and support 
 

Still a lot needs to be done… 

North American red oak… 

was selected for Polish grosz coins… 



Strengthening national policy, legal and institutional frameworks 

In 2012 , the new decree of the Minister of environment came into 
force 

Restrictions on 52 invasive alien species of plants and animals 

Import, keeping, breeding and selling  these species requires 
obtaining permission from the General Director for Environmental 
Protection 

Amendment of the list is discussed but postponed  
until IAS list of EU concern is published 
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Strengthening national policy, legal and institutional frameworks 

The work focused on procedures to implement new EU Regulation 
on IAS into national legal and institutional frameworks 

 Two detailed assessments on this issue prepared in 2014  

Proposals are being developed to provide financial support for 
implementation of the EU Regultaion 

It is assessed that the implementation will be timely 

Management plans prepared for sika deer and giant hogweed 

Management plans for alien knotweeds and  
alien sliders are in progress 

Risk assessments developed and a submitted to EC 
as a proposal for the list of IAS  
of EU concern 



Prevention, Early Detection and Rapid Response 

Since 2010 IAS were included into Natura 2000 monitoring system 

Horizon scanning was completed for alien species that are not yet 
present or still restricted in the wild in Poland but  used as pets and 
ornamental plants 

Since 2015 they are inluded in environmental monitoring (air and 
water pollution etc.) 

Formal cooperation between nature conservation, phytosanitary and 
veterinary services, custom and border control, will be developed 
over the next two years 



Prevention, Early Detection and Rapid Response 

Organizations of nature lovers, particularly birdwatchers and nature 
photographers contribute to rapid detection and advertising new 
alien species with electronic listservers 

Recent examples: first record of golden jackal and Megabalauns 
coccopoma  (a tropical barnacle) 
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Mitigation of impacts 

2011-2014, a  LIFE+ project in 5 national parks to protect water and 
marsh birds 

Many local and regional initiatives to mitigate impacts from IAS 
(most targeted species emain giant hogweed, Japanese knotweed, 
red oak, black cherry ) 

 Ongoing efffort required but overall – a cost-effective increase 
 of birds’ breeding performance  by concentrating trapping 
 before the onset of breeding 

 600 American minks and 120  raccoons trapped 
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