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Book on the amphibians and reptiles of 

Switzerland.  

    

 

 



Updated website www.karch.ch  

    

 

 



karch on Facebook. 

    

 

 



Online reporting tool and map server. 

    

 

 



Online reporting tool and map server. 

    

 

 



Courses on the natural history of 

amphibians and reptiles.  

karch is offering courses on the natural history of native 
amphibians and reptiles. They are open to university students 
and the general public.  

Usually 3 evenings with lectures and 3 field trips.  

Courses are offered in German and French and in various cities.  

 

 



Guidelines for amphibian and reptile 

conservation. 

«Praxismerkblätter»  

 

 

 



«1001 ponds» project. 

A project in which we promote the restoration and construction 
of temporary ponds for amphibians.  

We also supported the temporary pond campaign of Pro Natura, 
the main Swiss conservation NGO.  

 

 



Amphibian monitoring.  

Monitoring of amphibians (presence/absence) in amphibian 
breeding sites of national importance as part of «monitoring the 
effectiveness of habitat conservation in Switzerland» 
(www.wsl.ch/biotopschutz/).  

Since 2011. 40 objects per year.  

 

 



Distribution of Rana latastei in Switzerland. 

    

 

 



Distribution of Rana latastei in Switzerland. 

    

 

 



Chytridiomycosis. 

Two PhD theses and several master theses (mostly at UZH) on 
the amphibian disease chytridiomycosis.  

 

 



Inventory of important reptile sites. 

A tool for the cantons; tells them were the most important 
reptile habitats are. Unfortunately, it is not legally binding.  

 

 



Restoration of reptile habitats in forests. 

Good ongoing collaborations with foresters to restore reptile 
habitats in forests.  

 

 



Conservation of Natrix species.  

Mark-recapture-based monitoring of the few remaining 
populations of Natrix maura.  

 

Removal of invasive Natrix tessellata at Lake Geneva where it 
comptes with the threatened Natrix maura.  

 

 



Re-introduction of Emys orbicularis. 

At three sites where the habitat is suitable.  

 

 


