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Preparation of Emerald/Natura 2000 

 Task of SINP – central Government 

expert body 

 First phase: Existing data collection 

and analysis – scientific institutions, 

experts, NGOs; GIS database 

(Emerald CoE, LIFE III) 

 Second phase: Coordination of field 

research (State budget) 

 Third phase: Consultation process 

2008 and 2009 (PHARE) 

 

 



  Land/ km2 %  Sea/km2  %  Total / km2 

NEN sites 26.689,78 47 12.140,48 39 38.830,26 

In line with EU Directives: birds + „others” 

1st phase: NEN (2007) 

With designation of Natura 2000 

in 2013 – NEN put out of force 

 

+ & - 

 



2nd phase – field research financed 

through SB 

 Field reserch organised in a way to gather 
data needed for Natura 2000 database 
(SDF) 

 

 Focused research of species listed in the Directives 

 2013 – 174.500 kn + 616.000 kn FZOEU (monitoring) (≈105.400 €)) 

 2012 – 250.000 kn (≈ 33.000 €) 

 2011 – 500.000 kn + 483.000 kn FZOEU (≈131.000)0 

 2010 – 1.000.000 kn (≈137.500 €) 

 2009 – 1.350.000 kn (≈185.700 €) 

 2008 – 3.000.000 kn (≈ 412.600 €) 

 2006/2007– 510.000 kn (≈70.000 €) 

 

 



 Amongst other, intensive comunication and consultation with 

all relevant stakeholders 

3rd phase- PHARE: Capacity building 

and Natura 2000 implementation in 

Croatia 



Stakeholder workshops – 2nd 

round 

(forestry, water management, 

agriculture, physical planning, 

nature protection, scientific 

community, NGOs) 

Informiranje javnosti 

Stakeholder workshops 

 

(forestry, water management, 

agriculture, physical planning, 

nature protection, scientific 

community, NGOs) 

Basic data:  

Leaflets, brochures, www.natura2000.hr 

Regional workshops 

(Varaždin, Osijek, Split, 

Rijeka, Karlovac) 

AA process explained 

 

Analysis of data gathered at WS  

Analysis of gathered data/revision of 

NATURA 2000 proposal 

Consultation process 



Post PHARE consultation  

 

 WG for „forest” Natura 2000 sites 

 10 meetings (2010. do 2012.) – 

de(re)fining of “forest” sites, defining 

of conservation measures for “forest” 

species 

 

 Physical planning 

 Cooperation with County PP offices 

– mainly refining of borders and 

agreement on PP alignment with 

N2K 



 IPA 2007 “ Marine Natura 2000” 2010-2011 

 

Results:  

 

 Detailed plan of activities for data gathering and 

marine sites definition 

 Analysis of current state of data and revision of 

existing methodologies in marine research – main 

input in planning of activities through OP 

 Drafts programs of research and monitoring of CS 

of marine HT 

Marine areas 

Gaps in data, especially “offshore”: 



Natura 2000 in Croatia 

Decree on EN (Natura 2000) – October 2013 

 

  Land (km2) % land 
Marine 

(km2) 
% marine 

Total (land 

+ marine) 

(km2) 

% total 

(land and 

marine) 

No of sites 

pSCI 16.059,57 28,38 4.903,12 15,44 20.962,69 23,73 742 

SPA 17.107,55 30,23 1.040,13 3,28 18.147,68 20,54 38 

Natura 2000 20.754,97 36,67 5.204,63 16,39 25.959,6 29,38 780 



Natura 2000 in Croatia 
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% of land territory in N2K  

in EU 28 



Sites’ size: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EU average – 33% sites are within size category 1-100 

ha, 33% sites are within size cathegory 100 – 1 000 ha 

(EEA, 2012) 

Size category pSCI SPA Total 

Natura 2000 

% 

       <1 ha 7 0 7 1 

1 – 100 ha 203 1 204 33 

            100 – 1 000 ha 211 0 211 35 

       1 000 – 10 000 ha 100 4 104 17 

>10 000 ha 50 33 83 14 

ukupno 571 38 609 100 

Natura 2000 in Croatia 
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Natura 2000 in Croatia 



Overlapping of protected areas (9 

cathegories NPA) and Natura 2000 

 

-26,14% of N2K has already been 

protected in one of 9 cathegories of 

NPA 

-87,17% of NPA protected areas are 

within Natura 2000 

Natura 2000 in Croatia 



CMS, access through web 

Aligned with SDFs & more; export to SDF (Access DB) 

Natura 2000 database 



Natura 2000 database 



Projekt financira Europska unija 

Natura 2000 database 



Biogeographical seminar:  

Emerald 2011/Natura 2000 September 2014 

Participants: 

 

 EC, ETC/BD 

 CRO: SINP, MENP, MA (forestry 

department), ME 

 NGOs: Sunce, WWF, BIOM, HYLA 

 Experts 

 Observers– Slovenian Institute &  Ministry 

 



Projekt financira Europska unija 

Results: 

 

 SUF – sufficient for most of the SP and HT 

 IN MIN – 34 HT + 55 SP 

 IN MOD – two new sites: Rivers Korana and Sava 

 SR – 1120* Posidonia beds and 1170 Reefs in „offshore”, 

Caretta caretta, dolphin in „offshore”, saproxilous beetles 

(poorly researched in Croatia)… 

 

 Amendments of Government’s Decree  

(public consutation finished recently): 

  
Površina kopna RH 

(km2) 
% kopna RH 

Površina obalno 
more RH (km2) 

% obalno more RH 
Ukupna površina 

RH (km2) 
% ukupne površine 

RH 
Broj područja Natura 2000 

pSCI/SCI 16104,92 28,46 4604,4 14,50 20709,33 23,44 743 

SPA 17103,62 30,22 1045,44 3,29 18149,06 20,54 38 

Natura 2000 20785,83 36,73 4906,15 15,45 25691,98 29,08 781 

36,67 36,73 

29,08 29,38 

Biogeographical seminar:  

29/30 September 2014 



Natura 2000 borders  

 Delineated in GIS (ArcGIS 9.3.1.)  

 Most sites: TM 1:25.000 + orto-photo  

 Smaller sites on cadastre maps 

 “Forest” sites according to forestry management units 

 

Border delineation: 

 

 Species’ ecological requirements + habitat types’ distribution 

 Management needs taken into account: roads, railways, channels, 

rivers, forest roads etc.  

 Governments Decree (OG 124/13): 

 „SINP and SGA shall delineate sites in scale 1:5000 as a GIS layer 

by 31/12/2016” 

 



Projekt financira Europska unija 

 Delineation in 1:5000 

 Finished in May 2015 – soon official and available at www.bioportal.hr  

Natura 2000 borders  

http://www.bioportal.hr/


 N2K sites are managed by PI for management of PA: currently 19 PIs at State 

level, 21 PI at county level and 6 at local level. 

 

 County PIs – most of the sites 

 

 If N2K site is also protected in the category of national or nature park, or is within 

the park, bordering the park or in larger territory overlapping with the park – 

park’s PI is responsible for management  

 

 If N2K site is protected in other category or is not protected – County PI is 

responsible for management 

 

 If N2K site is situated on the territory of more than one county – County PIs are 

managing it together 

Management responsibility  

NPA (OG 80/13) 



Article 55 Nature Protection Act 

 

 Conservation of areas of ecological network is assured by nature impact 

assessement procedure, by effective managemenet of sites and by conducting basic 

conservation measures  

 

 If necessary ,for reaching conservation objectives of sites, except basic 

conservation measures, natural resource management plans, documents of spatial 

planning and management plans for ecological network can have additional 

conservation measures  

 

 Conservation objectives, basic conservation measures for conservation of bird target 

features and way of implementing conservation measures, prescribed by Rulebook – 

sectors approval necessary 

 

 Conservation objectives, basic conservation measures for conservation of other 

species and habitat types and way of implementing conservation measures, 

prescribed by Rulebook – sectors approval necessary – not yet enacted  

 

   

 

 

 

N2K management 
 



Rulebook on conservation objectives and basic conservation 

measures (for SPAs) (OG 15/2014) 

N2K management 
 



SPA Rulebook from 2014: 

Art 55 NPA - If necessary ,for reaching conservation objectives of sites, except basic conservation 
measures, natural resource management plans, documents of spatial planning and management plans 
for ecological network can have additional conservation measures  
. 

N2K management 
 



Forestry 

 

 Forestry management plans are made for 10 years with the 

possibility of earlier revision 

 

 SINP elaborates expert background studies fot forestry 

management plans that, amongst other, have proposals of 

nature conservation measures and guidelines for 

sustainable use of natural resources (and ecological 

network) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

N2K management 
 



Water management 
 

 Since 2011 according to Water Act program of water works has to go through 

AA procedure 

 

 Incorporation of nature protection requirements into water management plans 

has, for the first time been implemented for Water management plan – yearly 

program of water management with the purpose of flood protection – 

complicated procedure that included series of consultative expert meetings 

between nature protection and water management sectors 

 

 All water management works clustered into „types” and set of targeted nature 

protection measures developed (experience of several EU MS consulted and 

EU guidelines used) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N2K management 
 



N2K management 
 



N2K management 
 



Water management 

 

 River Basin Management Plan (WFD) 2016-

2021- two catchment areas 
 integrated SPA rulebook measures, for SCIs SINP 

elaborated measures for specific species and habitat 

types 

 

 Administrative measures 

 General measures 

 IAS measures 

 Specific HT measures 

 Specific species measures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N2K management 
 



Agriculture 
 

 NPA enacts obligation to incorporate nature protection measures in all nature 

resources utilisation plans – no such plan in the sector of agriculture in CRO 

 

 However, Rural development programme 2014-2020 has been elaborated 

 

 Agri-environment measures – NIP project WB – important instrument for 

biodiversity conservation on agricultural land (volontary) 

 

 

 

 

N2K management 
 



Nature protection agri-environment measures 

Rural development 

programme 2014-2020 

 

N2K management 
 



OP competitiveness and cohesion 2014 - 2020  

OČUVANJE VRSTA I STANIŠNIH TIPOVA 

EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT 

SETTING-UP OF INTEGRATIVE SYSTEM OF N2K 

MANAGEMENT 
Intersectoral 

cooperation 

on natural 

resources 

mngmt  

Partnership 

with NGOs and 

private sector 

Capacity 

building for 

management 

(including 

human 

resources and 

available 

knowledge) 

Adequate legal framework 

defined (including 

institutional framework for 

management – 

responsibilities, NPA 

amendmends, sectoral 

legislation aligned) 

System and 

standards of 

planning and 

monitoring of 

management 

effectiveness 

established 

(including 

technical 

guidelines and IT 

solutions) 

Conservation 

objectives 

and 

ecological 

requirements 

of species 

and HT 

defined 

Financing 

model 

defined 

Expected start – 2017, end 2023 

 

N2K management 
 



TA for project preparation for conservation and 

management of N2K – project preparation for OP 2014-

2020 

 
 started in 2015 – ends 2016 

 
 GOAL: PROJECT DOCUMENTATION ELABORATION for 3 

projects:  
 Natura 2000 management framework 
 Monitoring aligned with the EU nature directives’ 

requirements 
 Mapping of marine habitats in the marine area 

under Croatian jurisdiction (marine N2K 
finalisation – SR) 

 
 

N2K management 
 



Relevant field data crucial– AA studies and 

management goals setting  

+ N2K finalisation (SR) 

 

Natura 2000 Integration project NIP  

(2011 – 2016) – World Bank  

Beneficiaries: MENP, SINP, PIs –20,8 million 

EUR 

 

Component II of NIP  

1) Systematic inventory of biodiversity (cca 

2.150.000 €) 

2) Non forest terrestrial habitats mapping (cca 

1.700.000 €) 

 

 

Species and habitats mapping 

N2K management 
 



 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

State Institute for Nature Protection - Croatia 

http://www.dzzp.hr 

http://www.bioportal.hr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


