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ashlovani Protected Area,
affectionately called “Georgian
Safari”, is one of the most

beautiful places you might hope fo see
in Georgia. Breathfaking landscapes

aitd abundance of wild animals make
Viashlovani a “must visit"™ site for
fourisis. This year, this beautiful place
alse canght the eve of the international
cammunity: The Council of Enrape
granted if a presfigions award - the
European Diploma for Protected Areas.

In its latest meeting, the Commitiee of
Ministers of the Council of Europe (key de-
cision-making bady ol the Council of Europe
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that brings together representatives of all 47
states) has solemnly awarded the European
Diploma for Protected Areas to the Vashlovani
Protecied Areas in Georgia. This protecied
#one includes five areas: the Vashlovani Strict
Mature Reserve, the Vashlovani National Park,
the Alazam Ripanan Forest Natural Monu-
meenl, the Takhti-Tepa Natural Monurment and
the Eagle Canyon Natural Monument,

2015

Inits resolution adopted on the 3rd of June,
the Commutteg of Ministers of the Council of
Europe recognised the European significance
of these areas and their features; remarkable
landscapes, exceptional geological features,
rich and diverse flora and fauna (including
rare species), and ecosystems of particular
imporiance for European biodiversity.

The Committes of Ministers placed these
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GEORGIA’S VASHLOVANI PROTECTED AREA RECEIVES EU ROPEAN RECOGNITION

argas under the patronage of the Council
of Europe until June 3 of 2020 and a-
tached two conditions to the award;

1. By the end of 2015, remove the shelters
located on the immediate border of the Vash-
lovami Strict Mature Reserve, and nigorously
enforee the existing regulation for grazing in
the reserve;

2. Accelerate the drafting process of a com-
prehensive sustainable graving management

Creovgant Jowrnal was privileged 1o ask Mr. Eladio Fernandez Galiano, Head of the
Democratic Initiatives Department and supervisor for the European Diploma for Protect-
ed Arcas, for his insight on the subject: “The European Diploma is not just a
recognition of the exceptional value, it is also a recognition of exemplary
management. We are indeed very happy that Georgia was honored with this
distinction. Unforimately for Geongia, swarding the diploma doesn’t yeld
mmmediate fmincial benclins for the recipient, 1., we don't give any money,
but it is a mejor prestige boost that will elevate the status of the site
from tounistic, envirpnmental and culiural perspectives. However,
with this honor come responsibilitics: to improve this arca, to
miake it better for the fure. ™
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plan, taking mio account the SoCIo-Coonomic
context and the effects of grazing, positive and
negative, on the long-tenm conservation of the
features of the Viashlovani Protected Areas.

The Commuttee of Ministers also urged
Georgia o enforee the existing regulation on
grazng in the whole Diploma area, without
delay, and to hmn grazing activities to the
carrying capacity for the Vashlovani Protected
Areas.

The European Diploma for Protected Arcas is a prestigious infér-
national award granted since 1965 by the Committee of Mimisters
of the Council of Europe, It recognises natural and semi-natural
arcas and landscapes of exceptional European imponance for the
preservation of biological, geological and landscape diversity and
which are managed in an exemplary way,
Protected areas may receive the diploma for their outstanding
scientific, cultural or acsthetic qualitics, but they must also be subjects
of suitable conservation schemes. Since its ereation in 1965, 73 protected arcas have
been granted the European Diploma. They are located in 28 European countries, both
member and non-member states of the Council of Europe,
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