


Act no. 90/1989 um aðför. Not in the constitution. The authority may be called 
a civil magistrate. Does not have judicial powers. 

Disagreement of parties in respect to the enforcement may be referred to 
court. 



Legal training. 

None 
 

None 

None, that is except a dispute is sent to the court by the official in charge.  

There are no major complaints. 
 



Act no. 49/2005 um fullnustu refsinga. Not in the constitution. The prison 
authorities under the supervision of the ministry of justice are responsible.  



A detainee in custody may issue a complaint to a judge concerning the 
conditions of his detainment, otherwise none. Prisoners may of cause sue the 
state for compensation if their rights have been violated.  

None. The prison authorities have that power. 
 

None. 

None. 

For some time now the prisons have been too small. Too few places result in a 
long period passing between the judgement and the initiation of prison time. 
Also some of the housing is old and ill equipped to meet modern prison 
standards. Some complaints concern medical services to prisoners, by law 
they have equal right to that. Long periods of custody after arrest have been 
criticized. Recent law limits this period to 12 weeks from arrest to indictment, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.  
 

Prisoners can themselves issue formal complaints about living conditions in 
prison, or they can choose a spokesperson to complain on their behalf or they 
can get a legal council. Human rights groups may complain on a general level. 
Complaints are made to the prison ward, the prison authorities or to the 
ministry of justice. The rules of administrative procedure apply. 
 



A lack of prison facilities and perhaps alternative methods could be used to a 
further extent. 
 

As said above, there is a pressing need for building new prison facilities. It is 
especially bad when young people are made to wait for a long time before 
they are summoned to serve their sentence. Also there is time to start 
experimenting with alternative methods, such as electronic surveillance. 
Judges are also generally of the opinion that the law should be changed in 
such a way, that decisions about punishment in the form of community 
services and the like should be taken by the courts and at the time of the 
sentence being passed, but not, as the law now is, afterwards by the prison 
authorities. 


