


’

(hereafter the “Convention”) and the 

European Social Charter (hereafter “the Charter”, or, where appropriate, “the revised Charter”), 



einafter: “European Convention on Human Rights”) and 

definition of “older persons” exist



that it is “useless to attempt to define when old age begins”

that “ageing is a process: being old depends on the individual’s circumstances and the 

environment”. 

that “a person’s age is no longer an

wealth or social status” ageing as the “process of 

e in the biological, psychological and social structures of individuals”

should “

means of: […] b. provision of information about services and facilities available for elderly 

persons and their opportunities to make use of them.” 

Member States should consider making explicit reference to “age” in their national anti

“people 

aged 60 years and older”



age can be included in “others status” 

to make reference to “age”

romoting active ageing: capitalising on older people’s

“

undermines older people’s dignity, their human rights and self

” “

[…]

iate medical care and services.”

The term “multiple discrimination” 

oting active ageing: capitalising on older people’s



one’s 



pursuit of the fulfillment of one’s

– –

“ ”



proportionate to the degree to which such measures affect the older person’s rights and interests.

“ ”

older persons’ 

tailored to the person’s circumstances



“elder abuse” as “a 

”



“whistle blower”

decided that the national courts’

quality of care (“whistle blowing”)

“whistle

” 

whether any reprisals, including the dismissal, of a “whistle ” 



“whistle blowers” 

le (“adequacy”); it must be comprehensive in 

ant background circumstances (“thoroughness”); persons 

cated in the events (“i artiality”); the investigation must be commenced with sufficient 

(“promptness”); and there should be a sufficient element of public scrutiny of the investigation to 

(“public scrutiny”)

on the older person’s age



roject “A European Strategy to fight elder abuse”

persons’ participation in social, cultural and economic life are developed u

’ social rights

“

… ”. 

“recognises and respects the 

rights of the elderly to lead a life of dignity and independence and to participate in social and cultural life”



important for older persons’ well

the conclusions under Article 13, paragraph 1 on Armenia: “

contributory pension paid to a single elderly person without resources under this provision.”



Directive 2000/78/EC “Establishing a general framework for equal treatment in employment and 



capitalising on older people’s working potential “to adopt legislation to prohibit age 

work”. Moreover, it recommended the implementation of programmes that “redirect both 

employees’ and employers’ attitudes towards a mo

trade unions, with regard to employment initiatives for an ageing workforce”.



based and institutional care. The term “long term care” has been 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development as “a 

mental disability”

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights specified that “governments and non

who wish to keep older persons relatives at home”

Charter, the “WeDO project” (a steering group composed of 18 



capitalising on older people’s

amily Organisations in the European Union (COFACE) has developed a “Charter for family 

carers” which aims at recognising the rights of family carers and highlights their role and the 

m “medical care” covers 

http://www.coface-eu.org/en/Publications/Charter-for-Family-Carers/


rule makes clear patients’ autonomy in their relationship with health care professionals. 

’



’

For the purpose of the Recommendation the terms “residential care” and “institutional care” are deemed to be 



institution is for that person’

if imposed without the person’s consent, as a 



applicant’s 

applicant’s

does comprise the objective element of a person’s confinement in a particular restricted space for 

psychiatric hospital at his legal representative’s request, had unsuccessfully attempted to leave 

psychiatric institutions, authorities have to demonstrate that the person was of “unsound mind”



n palliative care should fully respect patients’ rights, and comply 

account the Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation Rec(2003)24 to member States on the organisation 

’s life



Palliative care is defined by the World Health Organisation as “an approach that improves 

”

considered “

citizen’s right to health care, and that therefore it is a responsibility of the government to 

”. 

other Council of Europe’s standards are also relevant in 

“Palliative care for older 

people: better practices”

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N11/428/83/PDF/N1142883.pdf?OpenElement


persons’ access to justice

“within a reasonable time” and 

Secretary General’s 

the applicant’s age 

gard must also be had to the applicant’s 

“ – ”, 



“

liberty” that “the detention of an elderly sick person over a 

”

protected the applicant’s well


