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Turkey stretches over a vast area and contains four distinct biogeographic
zones. Providing adequate protection for all landscapes poses a great chal-
lenge, as 75% of all European plant life is represented in the country. Since
2000, the Biodiversity and Natural Resources Management Project has been
promoting the assessment and analysis of protected areas and their potential
threats. Effective, intersectoral, participatory planning, as well as the sustain-
able development of protected areas, was carried out successfully. In order to
achieve this, work was divided into three main spheres: attempts to strengthen
the national framework for biodiversity conservation; the development of
prototypes for protected area management and project management and
monitoring. The work allowed for a review of legal and regulatory frameworks
regarding the environment, and the conduct of biodiversity monitoring whilst
continuing a campaign for increased national awareness of biodiversity. The
project has had an impact in two important areas: the creation of a national
institution for landscape and the institutionalisation of nature conservation.

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe congratulated the
organisers of the project.


http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/heritage/landscape/prix/3-Turquie_en.pdf

