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This presentation

• A brief introduction to the European 

Language Portfolio

• An introduction to the European Language 

Portfolio pages developed for adult 

migrants by the Council of Europe

Followed by

• A presentation of some results of trialing 

ELP pages by Regione Lombardia, 

Fondazione ISMU
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What is the European Language Portfolio  (ELP)?

• A three-part flexible document which 
accompanies and supports language learning
– Part 1 Language Passport where the user records 

his/her linguistic identity

– Part 2 Language Biography in which the user 
focuses on past experience, present learning and 
future aspirations

– Part 3 Dossier where users may keep products of 
their learning, useful resources, tests that they have 
completed and any other items that support the 
process of learning

For more information about the European Language 
Portfolio visit     www.coe.int/portfolio
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Why use the ELP with adult migrant learners?

1. It is designed to engage learners as partners in the 
learning process

2. It offers a ‘bridge’ between past life and current and 
future challenges

3. It provides a single focus for all language learning and 
ensures continuity 

4. It is infinitely flexible and so accommodates the multi-
faceted nature of language learning (developing 
different skills to different levels in different 
timeframes) 

5. It makes learners consciously aware of language 
learning and helps them develop skills that can be 
transferred to other areas of life

6. It provides many ideas for both classroom and 
individual learning
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Relevance of the ELP approach for adult migrants

• It provides a combination of language 
learning as well as learning for integration 
into a new society

• It prompts reflection on life experiences 
and understandings

• It offers adult migrants the opportunity to 
explore aspects of the new culture and 
society 

• It helps to shape aspects of learning that 
are critical for adult migrants  
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New instruments for adult migrant language learning

The Language Policy Unit presents the following tools for use 
with adult migrant language learners:

• A bank of ELP pages which may be selected and assembled 
to meet the particular needs of adult migrant learners

• A Handbook for teachers, programme and materials 
designers on the use of the ELP pages

• Goal-setting and self-assessment checklists, based on the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, 
which should be used in combination with the ELP pages

• A set of workshop activities to introduce the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages and the 
European Language Portfolio

Visit www.coe.int/lang-migrants
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Examples of ELP pages – Language Passport
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Examples of ELP pages – Language Biography
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Examples of ELP pages – Language Biography
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Examples of ELP pages – Language Biography
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Language Biography - Checklists
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Examples of ELP pages – Dossier
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Conclusion (1)

The European Language Portfolio for Adult 

Migrants offers:

• A flexible instrument to support tailor-

made courses which will meet individual 

learning needs

• A realistic means of assessing the 

progress and achievement of learners on 

the basis of a developing profile of 

competence 
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Conclusion (2)

• An instrument which can supplement 

existing curricula and materials 

• An instrument which suggests topics for 

teaching which are particularly relevant to 

the needs of migrants

• A personal instrument for learners which 

encourages and supports the best 

possible approaches to effective learning
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