LANDSCAPE AWARD OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE
3rd session

UTENA DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Project
,U-PARKS. U-TURN WE LOVE“
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Utena parks project was awarded with
the National Landscape Award in 2012




The selecion of the project

In 2012 the winner was selected from 29 localities, which
were presented by 27 candidates.

The candidates were:

— 13 local municipalities;

— 3 Directorates of protected areas;
— 3 communities;

— 3 public institutions;

— 2 individual persones;

— 2 companies;

— 1 school.



Candidates for the National Award submited
applications on 5 different groups of landscapes:

e Landscape of protected areas — 5
localities

e Landscape of villages — 2 localities

e Landscape of water bodies territories
and they environment — 5 localities

e Landscape of recreational territories -
14 localities

e Landscape of urban territories — 3
localities



National

Landscape Award
2012




Landscape of water bodies territories
and they environment - 5 localities

Karst lakes of Kirkilai Riverside of the river Sventoji



Landscape of recreational territories
(resorts, zones of recreation, parks, forest parks) — 14 localities

Recreational zone in resort locality of Park in Smalininkai
lgnalina



Landscape of urban territories — 3 localities

Old town territory of Jurbarkas town The square in Zarasai town




Outcomes of the National Award

The possibility to enjoy high quality National landscapes of different types
was given.

The methods of different types of landscape management were presented
(protection, management, restoration, renewal, transformation).

The experience how society can influence on changes of they landscapes
was spread.

The exhibition representing the best landscape management projects was
prepared and presented to the municipalities.

Active participation in the competition of National Landscape Award
convinces that Lithuanian people are not indifferent about the quality of

landscape. Lithuania can be proud of having examples of good landscape
management all over the country.




Our winner — Utena district Municipality
Project ,,U-PARKS. U-TURN WE LOVE"“

Some history and facts:

= Utena settlement is has counted 754 years, population of the city is
28 000 in 2012.

" There are 2 lakes and 4 valleys of small rivers

" During the period of Soviet Union the city has changed and in 1970-
1990 became the center of industry of the Eastern region of
Lithuania.

" Industrial town area was enlarged and exceeded former city territory
several times.

= The quality of landscape was not controled enought at that time.

" The land restitution and privatization processe complicated the
planning system.



FOr LITnuanian peopie the name orT utena associates
with:

Lakes — utenais the regional centre of Eastern .« .
Tradicional horserace

Lithuania — there are about 1 thousand lakes in this
region (Utena district has 185 lakes, forests cover
about 29 % of the area)

Tasty beer Good quality knitwear

But the city have never been recognized for it high quality living environment

and examplary development of green spaces.



Green surrounding
region.....




....and industrial areas in
the city (about 1970-1980)







Utena prOJect ,U- parks U-
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BEFORE:




BEFORE
and
AFTER




Vyzuona park (2010)









Some facts




Achievements:

e
G - e
e . s S
- o

. -

. = ' < &

- N | R 1=

) | - W1 A

-
.
-
-
. -

. .

S e







Landscapes values for citizens and visitors












The most important people for project success:

Giedre Guodiene - chief desk
officer of the Ministry of
Environment

Alvydas Katinas —

L Jurate Paragyte - landscape
mayor of Utena municipality

architect of Utena municipality
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