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Background to Targeting Social Need 

Targeting Social Need 
 
 

• From the mid-1990s, targeting social need has been one of 
the Government's key policies.  
 

 
•The Government’s ‘New Targeting Social Need’ policy.  This 
approach was enshrined in the Belfast Agreement. 



Who Are We? 

• South Belfast Partnership Board is a broad 
based partnership representing community and 
voluntary sector to drive regeneration of South 
Belfast. 
 
• Responsible for supporting the implementation 
of the Government’s Neighbourhood Renewal in 
South Belfast, facilitating local groups/ 
stakeholders to work collaboratively to 
undertake a range of strategic, social, economic, 
environmental and physical regeneration 
projects in the south of the city. 
 
•  We seek to regenerate through: 
  
· Neutral brokering 
· Engaging 
· Facilitating 
· Connecting  
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South Belfast 

• 74,000 residents (2011 Census) 
• Two Neighbourhood renewal areas 
• Inner south (8,600) 
• South West (6,300) 
 
• Shaftesbury ranked 22nd out of 582 wards with regards to 
multiple deprivation measure 
 
• (2010/11) 5.2% of South West NRA school leavers had no 
GCSE qualifications – an improvement from 25% in 
2004/05 
 
• South West NRA decrease of school leavers going into 
higher education from 22.2% in 2005/06 to 5.2% in 2010/11 
 
• 5+ (inc English & Maths) – Inner South Belfast NRA 
28.1%, non NRAs – 63.6% 
 
•  School leavers with no GCSEs – 2004/ 05 12%, 2010/11 
5.3% 
 
•School leavers in Inner South Belfast NRA are 3 times 
(15.8%) more likely to be unemployed/ unknown than those 
in non NRAs (5%) 
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My South Belfast Goes to Strasbourg 
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