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ANNEX I

Draft deciaration on the rights of persons Pelopging to
national or ethnic, refigious and linguistic minorities*

The Generai Assembly,

Reaffirming that one of the basic aims of the United Nations. as prociaimed in its
Chanter. is to promote and encourage respect for human righs and for fundamental free-
- doms for ail, without distinction as to race, sex. language or retfigion.

Reaffirming faith in fundamental human rights. in the dignity and worth of the
human person. in the equal rights of men and women and of nauons large and small.

Desiring to promote the realization of principies contained in the Chanter of the
United Nations. the Universal Deciaration of Human Rights. the Convenuon on the Pre-
venuon and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. the Internationai Convention on .m_c
Eliminauon of All Forms of Racial Discnmunation. the Intemational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. the internauonai Covenant on Economuc. Social and (;ultumi
Rights, the Deciaraton on the Elimnation of All Forms of Imolcrgnce and of st;nmx-
nation Based on Religion or Belief, and the Convention on the Rights of the led. as
well as other reievant intemational instruments that have been adopted at the universal
or regional level and those concluded between individual States Members of the United

Nauons,

Inspired by the provisions of article 27 of the In(em;tlonal Covgnam‘op Civil
and Politicai Rights concerning the rights of persons belonging to ethnic, religious or
linguistic minontes.

Considering that the promotion and protection of the rights of persons pglor;gmg
to nauonai or ethnic. religious and linguisuc minonties contnibute to the politicai ana
social stability of States in which they iive.

Emphasizing that the constant promotion and realization of the nghts of persons

belonging to natonal or ethnc. retigious and linguistic minotjities. as an integrai pan of
the development of sociery as a whole and within a democratic framework based on the

rule of law. wouid contnbute to the swrengthening of friendship and co-operation among
peoples and States.

Considering that the United Nations has an important role to play regarding the
protection of minorities, ' - -

Bearing in mind the work done so far within the United Nations system. in par-
ticular the Commussion on Human Rights. the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-

cnimination and Protection of Minonues as weil as the bodies estgblished pursuant to
the Intemational Covenants on Human Rights and other refevant international human

* As approved by the Commission on Human Rights at the forty-eighth session (resoiution
1992/16 of 21 February 1992.) '
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4. Nothing in this Declarauon may be construed as permitting any acuvity
contrary (o the purposes and pnncipies of the United Nauons. inciuding sovereign
equality, terntonal integrity and poiitical independence of States.

Arricie 9

The organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations system shall contnib-
ute to the full realization of the nghts and pnncipies as set fonh 1n this Declaration.
within their respecuve fields of competence.
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