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”

The role of parliamentarians in supporting the Convention on preventing and combating 
violence against women and domestic violence  
 
The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women 
and domestic violence (CETS No. 210, Istanbul Convention) 
 



“Women Free from V ”

national parliaments of the Organisation’s 47 member states. They meet four 

“ ”

 

http://www.coe.int/conventionviolence
mailto:conventionviolence@coe.int
mailto:womenfreefromviolence@coe.int


 

victims’ need for justice a

Network “Women Free from Violence”, which holds regular meetings in 



Others, who find the courage to ask for the authorities’ help, are sometimes sent ba

loopholes in their countries’ legal and policy framework.

“ ”



in supporting the 
Convention on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence

suring that all relevant background documents are available at their parliament’s 



violence (CETS No. 210, “Istanbul Convention”)

 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg2/equality/DOMESTICVIOLENCECAMPAIGN/FAQ_en.asp#P59_4532


The Task Force’s evaluation of national measures taken by member states revealed that much 





-



women’s NGOs, child protection agencies and other relevant partners working closely 

http://www.caada.org.uk/
http://www.interventionsstelle-wien.at/
http://www.interventionsstelle-wien.at/
http://www.big-berlin.info/


makers and women’s NGOs. 

campaign “UNite to end violence against women” to mobilise pol

programme called “Safe and Enabling Schools”, including a major campaign to stop 



violence, equality, survivor’s needs, prev

“Work with 
ope” has developed standards for perpetrator 

, the NGO “Munich Information Centre for Men” (Münchner 



nd sexual assault centres or women’s shelters. Some women have complex 

has set up a special service called “the Office for Police 
Assistance to Victims”, which welcomes victim

’s Action Plan on violence against women refers to the United Nations 
hlight the fact that children who “only” 



violence. It is the state’s responsibility to ensure that state authorities thoroughly prevent, 

a criminal prosecution were rejected on the ground that it was a “private matter” 

Bulgarian authorities’ 



applicant’s 
“private 

atter” was incompatible with the authorities’ obligation to protect the applicant’s

r safety. This could include damaging property, targeting victim’s family, friends or pets 



nction can be raised to up to six years’ imprisonment. The same applies if the 

as not punishable if the girl’s parent or guardian gave legal consent. With an 

‘a mutilation or wounding of the genitals that is intended to bring about a 
of sexual sensation’.

effect of terminating a woman’s capacity to naturally reprodu



called “honour”

reflect the seriousness of the violence. Sanctions must be “effective, proportionate and 
dissuasive” and can include imprisonment or withdrawal of parental rights if the best



services. MARACs draw up individual plans to enhance the victims’ safety. 



period of ten days, as a preventing measure, without the victim’s consent or 

dicial proceedings respect victims’ rights and avoid their facing further trauma during 
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recommendations based on the GREVIO’s conclusions, for 

Relationship with other international instruments 
Chapter X  









“honour crimes”

Recommendation 1777 (2007) on sexual assaults linked to “date rape drugs”

Resolution 1327 (2003)on so called “honour crimes”



İzci v. Turkey, 2013

Valiulienė v. Lithuania, 2013

o Tomašić and others v. Croatia, 2009



List of other relevant international instruments and standards 

Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in 



called “honour” can be used 

“Women F ”


