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INTRODUCTION





Data of the 2001 census pertaining to minorities 

Nationality Mother tongue

Total 314 060 135 788 



Data of the 2001 census pertaining to minorities





Bulgarians, Gypsies, 

Greeks, Croatians, Poles, Germans, Armenians, Romanians, Ruthenians, Serbs, Slovaks, 

Slovenes  Ukrainians





I. MEASURES TO FOLLOW-UP ON THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND ROUND

OF MONITORING THE HUNGARIAN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

FRAMEWORK CONVENTION 

Governmental agencies performing tasks directly affecting minorities



Measures to raise awareness of the documents of the Framework Convention 













Involvement of minorities in governmental policy making 







Amendment of the Minorities Act 



Issues related to the participation rights of minorities



Extension of the ECRML to the Romani and Beash languages 

Provisions concerning equal treatment and the promotion of equal opportunities

actio popularis





Minority education 







Legislative changes prohibiting segregation and discrimination in education





Additional legislative changes concerning governmental work related to the Roma 



Measures aimed at the social integration of the Roma 

Support objective/HUF million 2007 2008



ouse of Opportunities NetworkH

Programme of the European Year of Equal Opportunities for All 



The Transition Facility Programme 

Complex programme for reducing discrimination against the Roma

Measures to improve the housing conditions of the Roma 

Enforcing the principle of anti-segregation in aid policy 

Measures to improve the employment of Roma people 

Complex labour market programmes 



amme facilitating the social integration and the employment of multiply

‘Fight against exclusion from the world of work’ programme 

EQUAL Community Initiative Programme 

entral training progrC

disadvantaged adults 

uman Resources Development Operational Programme H



Social Renewal Operational Programme 

Training programme of the Public Foundation for Gipsies in Hungary

Central training programme to support the combined re-integrative and ECDL training of the

members and employees of Roma minority self-governments









.







Support

objective/year/HUF million 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Priority projects



Roma integration programmes in education

Academic year Number of scholarship recipients Support (HUF) 

Send-off Scholarship Programme 



Catapult Mentoring Programme 

Support for young Roma students enrolled in fee-paying training 

‘From the last bench’ programme 

Roma Programme Support Network 

Training embedded in employment 



National Network of Integration in Education 

Construction of an anti-discrimination signalling system

Support for equal opportunities programmes in education 



Support for model institutions 

Integration projects 

Assistance for the higher education of young Roma 

‘Tanoda’ (establishments providing extra-curricular learning activites) programmes 

tanodas



Enforcement of the media rights of minorities





Trends in minority programme broadcasting time in the Hungarian Television

(in an average of 4 weeks, in minutes) 

Frequency

Total 667 977





II. FURTHER MEASURES AIMED AT IMPROVING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION

Article 1
The protection of national minorities and of the rights and freedoms of persons belonging to those 

minorities forms an integral part of the international protection of human rights, and as such falls within

the scope of international co-operation.



Article 2
The provisions of this framework Convention shall be applied in good faith, in a spirit of understanding 

and tolerance and in conformity with the principles of good neighbourliness, friendly relations and co-

operation between States.





Article 3 
1. Every person belonging to a national minority shall have the right freely to choose to be treated or not 

to be treated as such and no disadvantage shall result from this choice or from the exercise of the rights

which are connected to that choice.

2. Persons belonging to national minorities may exercise the rights and enjoy the freedoms flowing from

the principles enshrined in the present framework Convention individually as well as in community with 

others.







Minority

Number of people listed in 

the register of minority 

voters

Total number of 

registers within the 

minority

Total 199 789 2 933 

Article 4 
1. The Parties undertake to guarantee to persons belonging to national minorities the right of equality 

before the law and of equal protection of the law. In this respect, any discrimination based on belonging to

a national minority shall be prohibited.

2. The Parties undertake to adopt, where necessary, adequate measures in order to promote, in all areas of 

economic, social, political and cultural life, full and effective equality between persons belonging to a

national minority and those belonging to the majority. In this respect, they shall take due account of the 

specific conditions of the persons belonging to national minorities.

3. The measures adopted in accordance with paragraph 2 shall not be considered to be an act of

discrimination.



actio popularis

ex officio



ex officio

actio popularis

actio popularis

actio

popularis





Article 5 
1. The Parties undertake to promote the conditions necessary for persons belonging to national minorities

to maintain and develop their culture, and to preserve the essential elements of their identity, namely their

religion, language, traditions and cultural heritage.

2. Without prejudice to measures taken in pursuance of their general integration policy, the Parties shall

refrain from policies or practices aimed at assimilation of persons belonging to national minorities against

their will and shall protect these persons from any action aimed at such assimilation.



2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Total funds 366.9 439.2 485.0 450.4 531.9



National

minority self-

government

Beneficiary institution
2007 funds 

(HUF)

Total 69 900 000 



Year/project
2004 (No. of 

projects)

2005 (No. of 

projects)

2006 (No. of 

projects)

2007 (No. of 

projects)
2007 (HUF) 

Total
(No. of projects)

1176 993 948 1160

Total (HUF) 122 077 530 116 054 631 100 853 120 124 183 355



Number of certain special projects financed by

the Foundation for Minorities in 2008

Number of certain special projects financed by

the Foundation for Minorities between

2004 and 2007







Minority 2004 (HUF) 2005 (HUF) 2006 (HUF) 2007 (HUF) 2008 (HUF) 



Minority 2004 (HUF) 2005 (HUF) 2006 (HUF) 2007 (HUF) 2008 (HUF) 

Total 117 800 000 41 100 000 47 654 400 37 649 550 80 000 000 

Article 6 
1. The Parties shall encourage a spirit of tolerance and intercultural dialogue and take effective measures

to promote mutual respect and understanding and co-operation among all persons living on their

territory, irrespective of those persons’ ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious identity, in particular in the

fields of education, culture and the media.

2. The Parties undertake to take appropriate measures to protect persons who may be subject to threats

or acts of discrimination, hostility or violence as a result of their ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious

identity.



Number of projects 
Year/project

2004 2005 2006 2007
2007 (HUF)
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MTV1 MTV2 Duna TV MR1 All public service and commercial

programme providers

No. of cases Minute

7 45

709 1142

7 49

5 36

8 44

8 163

12 80

8 45

5 26

16 163

9 60

2 27

14 61

Total 127 500 120 503 121 280 70 248 810 1880



(%)
Positive (+) and negative ( )

examples



Personal oral accounts of the Roma minority in news, political

and public affairs programmes

p
ie

ce



Article 7 
The Parties shall ensure respect for the right of every person belonging to a national minority to freedom

of peaceful assembly, freedom of association, freedom of expression, and freedom of thought, conscience

and religion

Minority Number of Nominating

Organisations

Number of Minority 

Candidates

Total 213 16 151 



Number of Candidate Lists (Minority

Organisations)Minority Number of Electors 

Total 96 24 10 093 



Article 8
The Parties undertake to recognise that every person belonging to a national minority has the right to 

m lish religious institutio ns and associations.anifest his or her religion or belief and to estab ns, organisatio



Church Sate Grants 2005–2008 (HUF) 



Church
Operating

grant (HUF)

Grants provided to 

public collections 

of Churches

(HUF)

Grants

provided for 

religious

education

(HUF)

Grants provided 

to clergymen

serving in small 

villages (HUF) 

Year 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008



Article 9 
1. The Parties undertake to recognise that the right to freedom of expression of every person belonging to

a national minority includes freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas in 

the minority language, without interference by public authorities and regardless of frontiers. The Parties

shall ensure, within the framework of their legal systems, that persons belonging to a national minority

are not discriminated against in their access to the media. 

2. Paragraph 1 shall not prevent Parties from requiring the licensing, without discrimination and based

on objective criteria, of sound radio and television broadcasting, or cinema enterprises.

3. The Parties shall not hinder the creation and the use of printed media by persons belonging to national 

minorities. In the legal framework of sound radio and television broadcasting, they shall ensure, as far as

possible, and taking into account the provisions of paragraph 1, that persons belonging to national

minorities are granted the possibility of creating and using their own media.

4. In the framework of their legal systems, the Parties shall adopt adequate measures in order to facilitate

access to the media for persons belonging to national minorities and in order to promote tolerance and 

permit cultural pluralism.









Minority 2004 (HUF) 2005 (HUF) 2006 (HUF) 2007 (HUF) 2008 (HUF)

Total (HUF) 209 633 879 235 502 001 239 209 552 256 075 826 295 750 000 



Year/Project
2005
(No. of

projects)

2006
(No. of

projects)

2007
(No. of

projects)

2007

(HUF)

2008
(No. of

projects)

2008

(HUF)

Total
33 24 31 32

(No. of projects)

Total (HUF) 6 240 000 3 948 640 6 320 000 7 679 600



 “ ,

Article 10
1. The Parties undertake to recognise that every person belonging to a national minority has the right to

use freely and without interference his or her minority language, in private and in public, orally and in

writing.

2. In areas inhabited by persons belonging to national minorities traditionally or in substantial numbers,

if those persons so request and where such a request corresponds to a real need, the Parties shall 

endeavour to ensure, as far as possible, the conditions which would make it possible to use the minority

language in relations between those persons and the administrative authorities

3. The Parties undertake to guarantee the right of every person belonging to a national minority to be

informed promptly, in a language which he or she understands, of the reasons for his or her arrest, and of 

the nature and cause of any accusation against him or her, and to defend himself or herself in this 

language, if necessary with the free assistance of an interpreter.







Article 11
1. The Parties undertake to recognise that every person belonging to a national minority has the right to

use his or her surname (patronym) and first names in the minority language and the right to official

recognition of them, according to modalities provided for in their legal system.

2. The Parties undertake to recognise that every person belonging to a national minority has the right to

display in his or her minority language signs, inscriptions and other information of a private nature

visible to the public. 

3. In areas traditionally inhabited by substantial numbers of persons belonging to a national minority, the

Parties shall endeavour, in the framework of their legal system, including, where appropriate, agreements

with other States, and taking into account their specific conditions, to display traditional local names,

street names and other topographical indications intended for the public also in the minority language

when there is a sufficient demand for such indications. 







Article 12
1. The Parties shall, where appropriate, take measures in the fields of education and research to foster

knowledge of the culture, history, language and religion of their national minorities and of the majority.

2. In this context the Pa all inter alia provide a tea aining a essrties sh dequate opportunities for cher tr nd acc

t ts am dents hers of t com .o textbooks, and facilitate contac ong stu and teac differen munities

3 ert mote equal opport access to educatio els f s. The Parties und ake to pro unities for n at all lev or person

belonging to national min ities.or

2004 2008
Minority

Total 12 20 000 000 14 10 160 000 



2005 2006 2007
(no. of

projects)

2007

(HUF)

2008
(no. of

projects)

2008

(HUF)
Year/Project (no. of

projects)

(no. of

projects)

Total
13 14 1722

(n ts)o. of projec

Total (HUF) 2 280 000 2 770 000 3 771 000 3 346 600



2004 2005

No. of tenders Grant (HUF) No. of tenders Grant (HUF) 

Total 19 29 433 000 12 14 338 000 

2006 2007

No. of tenders Grant (HUF) No. of tenders Grant (HUF) 

Total 10 7 660 000 13 14 459 000 

2008

No. of tenders Grant (HUF) 

Total 15 16 840 000 

No. of tenders Grant (HUF) 

Total 3 5 221 000 





Language/text

book/year
2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 Total

Total 12 8 24 3 47

Language/text

book/year
2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 Total

Total 49 25 7 18 99



Article 13
1. Withi ramework of their education systems, the Parties shall recognise that persons belonging to an the f

national minority have the right to set up and to manage their own private educational and training

establishments.

2. The ex shall not entail any financial obligation for the Parties.ercise of this right 

Békéscsaba Sátoraljaújhely Szarvas



Békéscsaba Sátoraljaújhely Szarvas

ndary sc l, primary ol, kindergarten and dor y of BéSlovakian seco hoo scho mitor késcsaba

20

40

60

80

100

Kinder-

Slovakian primary school, kindergarten and dormitory of Szarvas

Hungarian-Slovakian bilingual ethnic primary school and dormitory of Sátoraljaújhely

gartners

2

1997 08

4 60 84

2002 20 250

300

350

400

students 2 3 8

1997 2002 2008

79 58 37



Year/Project
2004
(no. of

projects)

2005
(no. of

projects)

2006
(no. of

projects)

2007
(no. of

projects)

2007

(HUF)

Total
(n ojects)o. of pr

218 247 252210

Total (HUF) 38 197 000 44 831 000 36 365 700 42 098 000

Article 14
1. The Parties undertake to recognise that every person belonging to a national minority has the right to

learn his or her minority language.

2. In areas inhabited by persons belonging to national minorities traditionally or in substantial numbers,

if there is sufficient demand, the Parties shall endeavour to ensure, as far as possible and within the

framework of their education systems, that persons belonging to those minorities have adequate

opportunities for bein min this language. g taught the ority language or for receiving instruction in

3. Paragraph 2 of th all learning of the lis article sh be implemented without prejudice to the officia

langu the te age.age or aching in this langu



Minority uagelang

kindergartens
Bilingual kindergartens

2004

Total num rbe

of

kindergar sten

Total

number of

children

Total 22 892 306 18 670 328 19 532

M rity laino nguage

kindergar sten
Bilingual kindergartens

2008

Total num erb

of

kindergar nste

Total

number

of

children

Total 23 1146 286 18 300 309 19 446

Minority

language

primary schools 

Bilingual primary

schools

Language teaching

primary schools 
2004

Total

number of 

schools

Total

number of

students



Minority

language

primary schools 

Bilingual primary

schools

Language teaching

primary schools 
2004

Total

number of 

schools

Total

number of 

students

Total 8 742 47 7285 352 47 061 406 55 050

Minority

language primary

schools

Bilingual primary

schools

Language teaching

primary schools

2008

Total

number of

schools

Total

number of 

students

Total 8 409 46 7111 354 47 504 408 55 024

2007 2008



Normative per-capita grants provided to minority

kindergartens

467 000 

Normative per-capita grants provided to minority

primary schools 

477 500 

Normative per-capita grants provided to minority 

secondary schools

525 500 

Normative per-capita grants provided to minority

dormitories

135 500 

Supported schools 

2004 Total Amount of grant (HUF) 



2008 grants (HUF)

Number of 

supported

institutions

Total 862 487 116 305

Non-state operators 
Grants in 

2008/HUF

Number of 

supported

institutions

Total 242 762 353 21

Article 15 
The Parties shall cre onditions n  for t tive p tion of s belonging toate the c ecessary he effec articipa  person

national minorities in cultural, social and ic life public in par those affectingeconom and in affairs, ticular

them.



Year
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A
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n

P
o

li
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T
o
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l

1994 679

1998 1364

2002 1853

Age Male Female Total %

Total 9 500 6 651 16 151 100.00



Elections

called

Elections

cancelled

Elections

held

Conclusive

elections

Inconclusive

elections

Number of 

elected

representatives

Total 2077 28 2049 2045 4 10 225

Num r i v m t a hbe of minor ty self-go ern en s est blis ed

2002 2006 Cha e i %ng n

Total 1811 2045 12.9



Number of 

participants in

minority elections

Voter turnout at minority

elections

(%)

Number of voters 

per elected 

represen vetati

Total 122 845 63.95 12.0

County/Minority

B
u

lg
a
ri

a
n

G
y
p

sy
/R

o
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a

G
re
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C
ro

a
ti
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S
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S
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v
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e

U
k
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in

ia
n

T
o
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l

202

87

275

72

208

38

49

49

66

70

44

56

105

181

99

136



County/Minority

B
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n
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95

49

90

74

Total 38 1117 34 115 47 378 31 47 52 40 116 11 19 2045





2004 2008

Total 1 852 1 322 328 000 2 006 1 107 150 000 371 064 725 1 478 214 725

Total 57 49 419 000 16 893507 65 926 893



Year/million HUF 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Total (million HUF) 870.2 913.9 913.9 913.9 913.9



Grants for the establishment of offices of  national minority self-governments 

Total (HUF) 86 692 900 13 307 100 100 000 000

Article 16 
The Parties shall refrain from measures which alter the proportions of the population in areas inhabited

by persons belonging to national minorities and are aimed at restricting the rights and freedoms flowing 

from the principles enshrined in the present framework Convention.



Article 17 
1. The Parties undertake not to interfere with the right of persons belonging to national minorities to

establish and maintain free and peaceful contacts across frontiers with persons lawfully staying in other

States, in particular those with whom they share an ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious identity, or a

common cultural heritage. 

2. The Parties undertake not to interfere with the right of persons belonging to national minorities to

participate in the activities of non-governmental organisations, both at the national and international

levels.

Article 18 
1. The Parties shall endeavour to conclude, where necessary, bilateral and multilateral agreements with 

other States, in particular neighbouring States, in order to ensure the protection of persons belonging to 

the national minorities concerned.

2. Where relevant, the Parties shall take measures to encourage transfrontier co-operation.



.

-

-

-

-



Supported organisation Purpose of grant Grant (HUF) 

Total 20 000 000 



Article 19 
The Parties undertake to respect and implement the principles enshrined in the present framework

Convention making, where necessary, only those limitations, restrictions or derogations which are

provided for in international legal instruments, in particular the Convention for the Protection of Human

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, in so far as they are relevant to the rights and freedoms flowing from

the said principles.

Articles 20–23 

Article 30 
1. Any State may at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance,

approval or accession, specify the territory or territories for whose international relations it is responsible

to which this framework Convention shall apply.

2. Any State may at any later date, by a declaration addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of 

Europe, extend the application of this framework Convention to any other territory specified in the

declaration. In respect of such territory the framework Convention shall enter into force on the first day

of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of receipt of such

declaration by the Secretary General.

3. Any declaration made under the two preceding paragraphs may, in respect of any territory specified in

such declaration, be withdrawn by a notification addressed to the Secretary General. The withdrawal

shall become effective on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months

after the date of receipt of such notification by the Secretary General.



ANNEX

1.) Act XX of 1949 on the Constitution of the Republic of Hungary as amended several 

times

2.) Act LXXVII of 1993 on the Rights of National and Ethnic Minorities as amended 

several times 

3.) CXIV of 2005 on the Election of Minority Self-Government Representatives and the 

Amendment of Certain Acts concerning National and Ethnic Minorities 

4.) Act CXXV of 2003 on Equal Treatment and Promotion of Equal Opportunities 

5.) Government Decree 362/2004 (XII. 26.) on the Equal Treatment Authority and the 

Detailed Rules of its Procedure 


