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Foreword

1. At its second meeting (Paris, 14-16 September 1998) the Group of Specialists on 
Reservations to International Treaties (DI-S-RIT) agreed to propose to the CAHDI to operate as an 
European observatory of reservations to international treaties (see meeting report, document 
DI-S-RIT (98) 10). 

2. In this context, the CAHDI regularly considers a list of outstanding reservations.

3. The following list includes two parts. Part I concerns reservations and declarations to treaties 
concluded outside the Council of Europe. The information contained therein can be consulted at 
the United Nations Treaty Collection site http://untreaty.un.org/. Part II concerns reservations and 
declarations to treaties concluded within the Council of Europe. The information contained therein 
can be consulted at the Council of Europe site http://conventions.coe.int/.

4. The format of the information is CONVENTION: State reserving, date of notification to the 
depositary, date of notification by the depositary (where those dates coincide they are indicated 
only once), deadline for objections. In as far as possible, the text of the reservation and declaration 
is included.

Action required

Members of the CAHDI are called upon to consider the following outstanding reservations and 
declarations in the context of its operation as a European Observatory of Reservations to 
International Treaties. A table of objections to these reservations and declarations is circulated as 
an Addendum to this document.

http://untreaty.un.org/
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List of outstanding reservations and declarations

PART I: RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS TO TREATIES CONCLUDED OUTSIDE 
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

A. INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS (1966)

1. PAKISTAN, 23 June 2010, 29 June 2010, 28 June 2011

Reservations made upon ratification

”The Islamic Republic of Pakistan declares that the provisions of Articles 3, 6, 7, 18 and 19 shall be 
so applied to the extent that they are not repugnant to the Provisions of the Constitution of
Pakistan and the Sharia laws.1

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan declares that the provisions of Articles 122 shall be so applied as 
to be in conformity with the Provisions of the Constitution of Pakistan.

                                                       
1

Article 3: 
“The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of 
all civil and political rights set forth in the present Covenant.”
Article 6:
“1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily 
deprived of his life. 
2. In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious 
crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of 
the present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty 
can only be carried out pursuant to a final judgement rendered by a competent court. 
3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is understood that nothing in this article shall authorize 
any State Party to the present Covenant to derogate in any way from any obligation assumed under the provisions of the 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 
4. Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence. Amnesty, pardon or 
commutation of the sentence of death may be granted in all cases. 
5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by persons below eighteen years of age and shall not be 
carried out on pregnant women. 
6. Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to prevent the abolition of capital punishment by any State Party to 
the present Covenant.”
Article 7:
“No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In particular, no one 
shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.”
Article 18:
“1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include freedom to have 
or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or
private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. 
2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his 
choice. 
3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are 
necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. 
4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, 
legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.”
Article 19:
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through 
any other media of his choice. 
3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special duties and responsibilities. It 
may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary: 
(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; 
(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health or morals.”
2

Article 12:
“1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that territory, have the right to liberty of movement and
freedom to choose his residence. 
2. Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own. 
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With respect to Article 133, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan reserves its right to 
apply its law relating to foreigners.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan declares that the provisions of Articles 254 shall be so applied to 
the extent that they are not repugnant to the Provisions of the Constitution of Pakistan.

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan hereby declares that it does not recognize the 
competence of the Committee provided for in Article 405 of the Covenant.”

Reservation made upon signature

“The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan reserves its right to attach appropriate 
reservations, make declarations and state its understanding in respect of various provisions of the 
Convention at the time of ratification.”

B. CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING 
TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT (1984)

2. PAKISTAN, 23 June 2010, 29 June 2010, 28 June 2011

Reservations made upon ratification

Article 36 “The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan declares the provisions of Article 3 
shall be so applied as to be in conformity with the provisions of its laws relating to extradition and
foreigners.”

                                                                                                                                                                                       
3. The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject to any restrictions except those which are provided by law, are 
necessary to protect national security, public order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of 
others, and are consistent with the other rights recognized in the present Covenant. 
4. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country.” 
3

Article 13:
“An alien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to the present Covenant may be expelled therefrom only in pursuance of 
a decision reached in accordance with law and shall, except where compelling reasons of national security otherwise 
require, be allowed to submit the reasons against his expulsion and to have his case reviewed by, and be represented 
for the purpose before, the competent authority or a person or persons especially designated by the competent 
authority.”
4

Article 25:
“Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the distinctions mentioned in article 2 and without 
unreasonable restrictions: 
(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen representatives; 
(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be 
held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the electors; 
(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his country.”
5

Article 40:
“1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit reports on the measures they have adopted which 
give effect to the rights recognized herein and on the progress made in the enjoyment of those rights: (a) Within one year 
of the entry into force of the present Covenant for the States Parties concerned; 
(b) Thereafter whenever the Committee so requests. 
2. All reports shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmit them to the 
Committee for consideration. Reports shall indicate the factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the implementation of the
present Covenant. 
3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations may, after consultation with the Committee, transmit to the specialized 
agencies concerned copies of such parts of the reports as may fall within their field of competence. 
4. The Committee shall study the reports submitted by the States Parties to the present Covenant. It shall transmit its 
reports, and such general comments as it may consider appropriate, to the States Parties. The Committee may also 
transmit to the Economic and Social Council these comments along with the copies of the reports it has received from 
States Parties to the present Covenant. 
5. The States Parties to the present Covenant may submit to the Committee observations on any comments that may be 
made in accordance with paragraph 4 of this article.”
6

Article 3:
“1. No State Party shall expel, return ("refouler") or extradite a person to another State where there are substantial 
grounds for believing that he would be in danger of being subjected to torture.
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Article 87 “The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan declares the pursuant to Article 8,
paragraph 2, of the Convention, it does not take this Convention as the legal basis for cooperation
on extradition with other States Parties”.

Article 4, 6, 12, 13 and 168 “The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan declares that the
provisions of these Articles shall be so applied to the extent that they are not repugnant to the 
Provisions of the Constitution of Pakistan and the Sharia laws”.

Article 289 “In accordance with Article 28, paragraph 1, of the Convention, the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan hereby declares that it does not recognize the competence of the 
Committee provided for in Article 20”.
                                                                                                                                                                                       
2. For the purpose of determining whether there are such grounds, the competent authorities shall take into account all 
relevant considerations including, where applicable, the existence in the State concerned of a consistent pattern of gross, 
flagrant or mass violations of human rights.”
7

Article 8:
1. The offences referred to in article 4 shall be deemed to be included as extraditable offences in any extradition treaty 
existing between States Parties. States Parties undertake to include such offences as extraditable offences in every 
extradition treaty to be concluded between them.
2. If a State Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a request for extradition from 
another. State Party with which it has no extradition treaty, it may consider this Convention as the legal basis for 
extradition in respect of such offences. Extradition shall be subject to the other conditions provided by the law of the 
requested State.
3. States Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall recognize such offences as 
extraditable offences between themselves subject to the conditions provided by the law of the requested State.
4. Such offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition between States Parties, as if they had been committed 
not only in the place in which they occurred but also in the territories of the States required to establish their jurisdiction in 
accordance with article 5, paragraph 1.
8

Article 4:
“1. Each State Party shall ensure that all acts of torture are offences under its criminal law. The same shall apply to an 
attempt to commit torture and to an act by any person which constitutes complicity or participation in torture.
2. Each State Party shall make these offences punishable by appropriate penalties which take into account their grave 
nature.”
Article 6:
“1. Upon being satisfied, after an examination of information available to it, that the circumstances so warrant, any State 
Party in whose territory a person alleged to have committed any offence referred to in article 4 is present shall take him 
into custody or take other legal measures to ensure his presence. The custody and other legal measures shall be as 
provided in the law of that State but may be continued only for such time as is necessary to enable any criminal or 
extradition proceedings to be instituted.
2. Such State shall immediately make a preliminary inquiry into the facts.
3. Any person in custody pursuant to paragraph 1 of this article shall be assisted in communicating immediately with the 
nearest appropriate representative of the State of which he is a national, or, if he is a stateless person, with the 
representative of the State where he usually resides.
4. When a State, pursuant to this article, has taken a person into custody, it shall immediately notify the States referred to 
in article 5, paragraph 1, of the fact that such person is in custody and of the circumstances which warrant his detention. 
The State which makes the preliminary inquiry contemplated in paragraph 2 of this article shall promptly report its 
findings to the said States and shall indicate whether it intends to exercise jurisdiction.”
Article 12:
“Each State Party shall ensure that its competent authorities proceed to a prompt and impartial investigation, wherever 
there is reasonable ground to believe that an act of torture has been committed in any territory under its jurisdiction.”
Article 13:
“Each State Party shall ensure that any individual who alleges he has been subjected to torture in any territory under its 
jurisdiction has the right to complain to, and to have his case promptly and impartially examined by, its competent 
authorities. Steps shall be taken to ensure that the complainant and witnesses are protected against all ill-treatment or 
intimidation as a consequence of his complaint or any evidence given.”
Article 16:
“1. Each State Party shall undertake to prevent in any territory under its jurisdiction other acts of cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment which do not amount to torture as defined in article 1, when such acts are committed 
by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official 
capacity. In particular, the obligations contained in articles 10, 11, 12 and 13 shall apply with the substitution for 
references to torture of references to other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
2. The provisions of this Convention are without prejudice to the provisions of any other international instrument or 
national law which prohibits cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment or which relates to extradition or 
expulsion.”
9

Article 28:
“1. Each State may, at the time of signature or ratification of this Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not 
recognize the competence of the Committee provided for in article 20.



CAHDI (2011) 3 6
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Article 3010 “The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan does not consider itself bound by
Article 30, Paragraph 1 of the Convention”.

Reservation made upon signature

“The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan reserves its right to attach appropriate
reservations, make declarations and state its understanding in respect of various provisions of the
Convention at the time of ratification.”

C. CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
WOMEN (1979)

3. MALAYSIA, 19 July 2010, 28 July 2010, 27 July 2011

Partial withdrawal

“… , the Government of Malaysia, hereby further withdraws its reservations in respect of articles 5 
(a), 7 (b) and 16 (2) of the Convention;

… , following Malaysia’s withdrawal of its reservations to articles 5 (a), 7 (b) and 16 (2) of the
Convention, the remaining reservations and declaration will now read as follows:

Reservations

The Government of Malaysia declares that Malaysia’s accession is subject to the understanding
that the provisions of the Convention do not conflict with the provisions of the Islamic Sharia’ law
and the Federal Constitution of Malaysia. With regard thereto, further, the Government of Malaysia 
does not consider itself bound by the provisions of articles 9 (2)11, 16 (1) (a), 16 (1) (f) and 16 (1) 
(g)12 of the aforesaid Convention.

                                                                                                                                                                                       
2. Any State Party having made a reservation in accordance with paragraph I of this article may, at any time, withdraw 
this reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.”
10

Article 30:
“1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention which 
cannot be settled through negotiation shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six months
from thc date of the request for arbitration the Parties are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one 
of those Parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by request in conformity with the Statute of the
Court.
2. Each State may, at the time of signature or ratification of this Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not 
consider itself bound by paragraph I of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound by paragraph I of this 
article with respect to any State Party having made such a reservation.
3. Any State Party having made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article may at any time withdraw 
this reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.”
11

Article 9:
“2. States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of their children.” 
12

Article 16:
“1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in all matters relating to 
marriage and family relations and in particular shall ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women: 
(a) The same right to enter into marriage; 
(b) The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only with their free and full consent; 
(c) The same rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution; 
(d) The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their marital status, in matters relating to their children; 
in all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount; 
(e) The same rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children and to have access to 
the information, education and means to enable them to exercise these rights; 
(f) The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship and adoption of children, or 
similar institutions where these concepts exist in national legislation; in all cases the interests of the children shall be 
paramount; 
(g) The same personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to choose a family name, a profession and an 
occupation; 
(h) The same rights for both spouses in respect of the ownership, acquisition, management, administration, enjoyment 
and disposition of property, whether free of charge or for a valuable consideration.”
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Declaration

In relation to article 1113 of the Convention, Malaysia interprets the provisions of this article as a
reference to the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of equality between men and women 
only.”

D. CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (1989)

4. MALAYSIA, 19 July 2010, 28 July 2010, 27 July 2011

Partial withdrawal

“… , the Government of Malaysia, hereby withdraws its reservations in respect of articles 1, 13 and 
15 of the said Convention … :

… , following Malaysia’s withdrawal of its reservations to articles 1, 13 and 15 of the said
Convention … , the remaining reservations … made by Malaysia on the Twenty Third Day of
March, in the year Nineteen Ninety Nine shall be modified and shall now read as follows:

Reservation

The Government of Malaysia accepts the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
but expresses reservations with respect to articles 2, 7, 14, 28 paragraph 1 (a) and 37 of the
Convention and declares that the said provisions shall be applicable only if they are in conformity 
with the Constitution, national laws and national policies of the Government of Malaysia.”14

                                                       
13

Article 11:
“1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of 
employment in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular: 
(a) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings; 
(b) The right to the same employment opportunities, including the application of the same criteria for selection in matters 
of employment; 
(c) The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to promotion, job security and all benefits and 
conditions of service and the right to receive vocational training and retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced 
vocational training and recurrent training; 
(d) The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal treatment in respect of work of equal value, as well 
as equality of treatment in the evaluation of the quality of work; 
(e) The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old age and 
other incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid leave; 
(f) The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the safeguarding of the function of 
reproduction. 
2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of marriage or maternity and to ensure their effective 
right to work, States Parties shall take appropriate measures: 
(a) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave and 
discrimination in dismissals on the basis of marital status; 
(b) To introduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits without loss of former employment, seniority 
or social allowances; 
(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to enable parents to combine family 
obligations with work responsibilities and participation in public life, in particular through promoting the establishment and 
development of a network of child-care facilities; 
(d) To provide special protection to women during pregnancy in types of work proved to be harmful to them. 
3. Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shall be reviewed periodically in the light of scientific and 
technological knowledge and shall be revised, repealed or extended as necessary.”
14

Article 2:
“1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their 
jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other 
status. 
2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protected against all forms of 
discrimination or punishment on the basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parents, 
legal guardians, or family members.”
Article 7:
“1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire 
a nationality and. as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents. 
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5. THAILAND, 13 December 2010, 15 December 2010, 14 December 2011

Partial withdrawal

“On 13 December 2010, the Government of Thailand notified the Secretary-General of its decision 
to withdraw the reservation to article 7 of the Convention. The remaining reservation will now read 
as follows:

The application of article 2215 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child shall be subject to the 
national laws, regulations and prevailing practices in Thailand.”

E. CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (2006)

6. MALAYSIA, 19 July 2010, 4 August 2010, 3 August 2011

Declaration

“Malaysia acknowledges that the principles of non-discrimination and equality of opportunity as 
provided in articles 3 (b), 3 (e)16 and 5 (2)17 of the said Convention are vital in ensuring full and 

                                                                                                                                                                                       
2. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of these rights in accordance with their national law and their 
obligations under the relevant international instruments in this field, in particular where the child would otherwise be 
stateless.”
Article 14:
“1. States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 
2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, legal guardians, to provide 
direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child. 
3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are 
necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.“
Article 28:
“1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and 
on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular: 
(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all; …”
Article 37:
“States Parties shall ensure that: 
(a) No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Neither capital 
punishment nor life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be imposed for offences committed by persons 
below eighteen years of age; 
(b) No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child 
shall be in conformity with the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate 
period of time; 
(c) Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity of the human person, 
and in a manner which takes into account the needs of persons of his or her age. In particular, every child deprived of 
liberty shall be separated from adults unless it is considered in the child's best interest not to do so and shall have the 
right to maintain contact with his or her family through correspondence and visits, save in exceptional circumstances; 
(d) Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt access to legal and other appropriate 
assistance, as well as the right to challenge the legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or other 
competent, independent and impartial authority, and to a prompt decision on any such action.” 
15

Article 22:
“1. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking refugee status or who is 
considered a refugee in accordance with applicable international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether 
unaccompanied or accompanied by his or her parents or by any other person, receive appropriate protection and 
humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention and in other 
international human rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are Parties. 
2. For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropriate, co-operation in any efforts by the United 
Nations and other competent intergovernmental organizations or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the 
United Nations to protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other members of the family of any refugee 
child in order to obtain information necessary for reunification with his or her family. In cases where no parents or other 
members of the family can be found, the child shall be accorded the same protection as any other child permanently or 
temporarily deprived of his or her family environment for any reason , as set forth in the present Convention.” 
16

Article 3: General principles
The principles of the present Convention shall be: …
b. Non-discrimination; 
e. Equality of opportunity; 
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equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and 
to promote respect for their inherent dignity, which shall be applied and interpreted on the basis of
disability and on equal basis with others. Malaysia declares that its application and interpretation of
the Federal Constitution of Malaysia pertaining to the principles of non-discrimination and equality
of opportunity shall not be treated as contravening articles 3 (b), 3 (e) and 5 (2) of the said
Convention.

Malaysia recognizes the participation of persons with disabilities in cultural life, recreation and
leisure as provided in article 3018 of the said Convention and interprets that the recognition is a
matter for national legislation.”

Reservation

“The Government of Malaysia ratifies the said Convention subject to the reservation that it does not 
consider itself bound by articles 15 and 18 of the said Convention.”19

                                                                                                                                                                                       
17

Article 5: Equality and non-discrimination

… “2. States Parties shall prohibit all discrimination on the basis of disability and guarantee to persons with disabilities 
equal and effective legal protection against discrimination on all grounds.”
18

Article 30: Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport
“1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to take part on an equal basis with others in cultural life, 
and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities:
a) Enjoy access to cultural materials in accessible formats;
b) Enjoy access to television programmes, films, theatre and other cultural activities, in accessible formats;
c) Enjoy access to places for cultural performances or services, such as theatres, museums, cinemas, libraries and 
tourism services, and, as far as possible, enjoy access to monuments and sites of national cultural importance.
2. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to enable persons with disabilities to have the opportunity to develop 
and utilize their creative, artistic and intellectual potential, not only for their own benefit, but also for the enrichment of 
society.
3. States Parties shall take all appropriate steps, in accordance with international law, to ensure that laws protecting 
intellectual property rights do not constitute an unreasonable or discriminatory barrier to access by persons with 
disabilities to cultural materials.
4. Persons with disabilities shall be entitled, on an equal basis with others, to recognition and support of their specific 
cultural and linguistic identity, including sign languages and deaf culture.
5. With a view to enabling persons with disabilities to participate on an equal basis with others in recreational, leisure and 
sporting activities, States Parties shall take appropriate measures:
a) To encourage and promote the participation, to the fullest extent possible, of persons with disabilities in mainstream 
sporting activities at all levels;
b) To ensure that persons with disabilities have an opportunity to organize, develop and participate in disability-specific 
sporting and recreational activities and, to this end, encourage the provision, on an equal basis with others, of 
appropriate instruction, training and resources;
c) To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sporting, recreational and tourism venues;
d) To ensure that children with disabilities have equal access with other children to participation in play, recreation and 
leisure and sporting activities, including those activities in the school system;”
19

Article 15: Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
“1. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In particular, no one 
shall be subjected without his or her free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.
2. States Parties shall take all effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent persons with 
disabilities, on an equal basis with others, from being subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment.”
Article 18: Liberty of movement and nationality
“1. States Parties shall recognize the rights of persons with disabilities to liberty of movement, to freedom to choose their 
residence and to a nationality, on an equal basis with others, including by ensuring that persons with disabilities:
a) Have the right to acquire and change a nationality and are not deprived of their nationality arbitrarily or on the basis of 
disability;
b) Are not deprived, on the basis of disability, of their ability to obtain, possess and utilize documentation of their 
nationality or other documentation of identification, or to utilize relevant processes such as immigration proceedings, that 
may be needed to facilitate exercise of the right to liberty of movement;
c) Are free to leave any country, including their own;
d) Are not deprived, arbitrarily or on the basis of disability, of the right to enter their own country.
2. Children with disabilities shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the 
right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by their parents.”
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F. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST THE TAKING OF HOSTAGES (1979)

7. SINGAPORE, 22 October 2010, 9 November 2010, 8 November 2011

Reservation and declaration

“Pursuant to Article 16, paragraph 2, of the Convention, the Republic of Singapore declares that it 
does not consider itself bound by the provisions of Article 16, paragraph 1 of the Convention.

The Republic of Singapore understands Article 8(1) of the Convention to include the right of
competent authorities to decide not to submit any particular case for prosecution before the judicial
authorities if the alleged offender is dealt with under national security and preventive detention
laws.”20

G. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF ACTS OF NUCLEAR 
TERRORISM (2005)

8. MOROCCO, 31 March 2010, 6 April 2010, 5 April 2011

Reservation 

“The Kingdom of Morocco does not consider itself bound by article 23, paragraph 121, which
provides that any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention which cannot be settled through negotiation or by other means may 
be referred to the International Court of Justice by application of one of the concerned parties.

The Kingdom of Morocco declares that a dispute may be referred to the International Court of
Justice only by agreement of all concerned parties on a case-by-case basis.”

9. CHINA, 8 November 2010, 15 November 2010, 14 November 2011

Declarations and notification

“The People's Republic of China does not consider itself bound by paragraph 1 of article 23 of the 
Convention.
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Article 8:
“1. The State Party in the territory of which the alleged offender is found shall, if it does not extradite him, be obliged, 
without exception whatsoever and whether or not the offence was committed in its territory, to submit the case to its 
competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution, through proceedings in accordance with the laws of that State. 
Those authorities shall take their decision in the same manner as in the case of any ordinary offence of a grave nature 
under the law of that State. 
2. Any person regarding whom proceedings are being carried out in connexion with any of the offences set forth in article 
1 shall be guaranteed fair treatment at all stages of the proceedings, including enjoyment of all the rights and guarantees 
provided by the law of the State in the territory of which he is present.“
Article 16:
“1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention which 
is not settled by negotiation shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six months from the 
date of the request for arbitration the parties are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one of those 
parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by request in conformity with the Statute of the Court. 
2. Each State may at the time of signature or ratification of this Convention or accession thereto declare that it does not 
consider itself bound by paragraph 1 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound by paragraph 1 of this 
article with respect to any State Party which has made such a reservation. 
3. Any State Party which has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article may at any time withdraw 
that reservation by notification to the Secretary-General in the United Nations.” 
21

Article 23.1:
“Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention which 
cannot be settled through negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to 
arbitration. If, within six months of the date of the request for arbitration, the parties are unable to agree on the 
organization of the arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice, by 
application, in conformity with the Statute of the Court.”
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The Convention shall apply to the Macao Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic 
of China and, unless otherwise notified, shall not apply to the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region of the People’s Republic of China.

In accordance with paragraph 3 of article 9 of the Convention, the People's Republic of China has 
established the jurisdiction specified in paragraph 2 of article 9 of the Convention.”22

H. CONVENTION ON CLUSTER MUNITIONS (2008)

10. EL SALVADOR, 10 January 2011, 17 January 2011, 16 January 2012

Interpretative declaration

“Regarding Article 1023 of this Convention, the Government of the Republic of El Salvador
considers that the contents of paragraph 1 of this Article do not imply any recognition of or 
mandatory subjection of any dispute to the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice, but 
instead the purely discretionary power of each State party to submit to such a jurisdiction if it 
should so agree, given that the Republic of El Salvador does not recognize the jurisdiction of the 
International Court of Justice.”

                                                       
22

Article 9:
“1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the offences set 
forth in article 2 when: 
a. The offence is committed in the territory of that State; or 
b. The offence is committed on board a vessel flying the flag of that State or an aircraft which is registered under the laws 
of that State at the time the offence is committed; or 
c. The offence is committed by a national of that State. 
2. A State Party may also establish its jurisdiction over any such offence when: 
a. The offence is committed against a national of that State; or 
b. The offence is committed against a State or government facility of that State abroad, including an embassy or other 
diplomatic or consular premises of that State; or 
c. The offence is committed by a stateless person who has his or her habitual residence in the territory of that State; or 
d. The offence is committed in an attempt to compel that State to do or abstain from doing any act; or 
e. The offence is committed on board an aircraft which is operated by the Government of that State. 
3. Upon ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, each State Party shall notify the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of the jurisdiction it has established under its national law in accordance with paragraph 2 
of the present article. Should any change take place, the State Party concerned shall immediately notify the Secretary-
General. 
4. Each State Party shall likewise take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the offences 
set forth in article 2 in cases where the alleged offender is present in its territory and it does not extradite that person to 
any of the States Parties which have established their jurisdiction in accordance with paragraph 1 or 2 of the present 
article. 
5. This Convention does not exclude the exercise of any criminal jurisdiction established by a State Party in accordance 
with its national law.” 
Article 23:“1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this 
Convention which cannot be settled through negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of them, be 
submitted to arbitration. If, within six months of the date of the request for arbitration, the parties are unable to agree on 
the organization of the arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice, by 
application, in conformity with the Statute of the Court. 
2. Each State may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of this Convent ion or accession thereto, 
declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph 1 of the present article. The other States Parties shall not be 
bound by paragraph 1 with respect to any State Party which has made such a reservation. 
3. Any State which has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 of the present article may at any time 
withdraw that reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.”
23

Article 10: Settlement of disputes
”1. When a dispute arises between two or more States Parties relating to the interpretation or application of this 
Convention, the States Parties concerned shall consult together with a view to the expeditious settlement of the dispute 
by negotiation or by other peaceful means of their choice, including recourse to the Meeting of States Parties and referral 
to the International Court of Justice in conformity with the Statute of the Court.”
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I. UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME 
(2000)

11. GREECE, 11 January 2011, 19 January 2011, 18 January 2012

Reservations

“Article 1624 of the Convention is ratified in its entirety, without prejudice to Article 5 of the
Constitution and Article 438 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.
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Article 16: Extradition
“1. This article shall apply to the offences covered by this Convention or in cases where an offence referred to in article 3,  paragraph 1 
(a) or (b), involves an organized criminal group and the person who is the subject of the request for extradition is located in the territory 
of the requested State Party, provided that the offence for which extradition is sought is punishable under the domestic law of both the 
requesting State Party and the requested State Party. 
2. If the request for extradition includes several separate serious crimes, some of which are not covered by this article, the requested 
State Party may apply this article also in respect of the latter offences.
3. Each of the offences to which this article applies shall be deemed to be included as an extraditable offence in any extradition treaty 
existing between States Parties. States Parties undertake to include such offences as extraditable offences in every extradition treaty to 
be concluded between them.
4. If a State Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a request for extradition from another State 
Party with which it has no extradition treaty, it may consider this Convention the legal basis for extradition in respect of any offence to 
which this article applies.
5. States Parties that make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall: (a) At the time of deposit of their instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval of or accession to this Convention, inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations whether they 
will take this Convention as the legal basis for cooperation on extradition with other States Parties to this Convention; and (b) If they do 
not take this Convention as the legal basis for cooperation on extradition, seek, where appropriate, to conclude treaties on extradition 
with other States Parties to this Convention in order to implement this article.
6. States Parties that do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall recognize offences to which this article 
applies as extraditable offences between themselves.
7. Extradition shall be subject to the conditions provided for by the domestic law of the requested State Party or by applicable extradition 
treaties, including, inter alia, conditions in relation to the minimum penalty requirement for extradition and the grounds upon which the 
requested State Party may refuse extradition.
8. States Parties shall, subject to their domestic law, endeavour to expedite extradition procedures and to simplify evidentiary 
requirements relating thereto in respect of any offence to which this article applies.
9. Subject to the provisions of its domestic law and its extradition treaties, the requested State Party may, upon being satisfied that the 
circumstances so warrant and are urgent and at the request of the requesting State Party, take a person whose extradition is sought 
and who is present in its territory into custody or take other appropriate measures to ensure his or her presence at extradition 
proceedings.
10. A State Party in whose territory an alleged offender is found, if it does not extradite such person in respect of an offence to which 
this article applies solely on the ground that he or she is one of its nationals, shall, at the request of the State Party seeking extradition, 
be obliged to submit the case without undue delay to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution. Those authorities shall 
take their decision and conduct their proceedings in the same manner as in the case of any other offence of a grave nature under the 
domestic law of that State Party. The States Parties concerned shall cooperate with each other, in particular on procedural and 
evidentiary aspects, to ensure the efficiency of such prosecution.
11. Whenever a State Party is permitted under its domestic law to extradite or otherwise surrender one of its nationals only upon the 
condition that the person will be returned to that State Party to serve the sentence imposed as a result of the trial or proceedings for 
which the extradition or surrender of the person was sought and that State Party and the State Party seeking the extradition of the 
person agree with this option and other terms that they may deem appropriate, such conditional extradition or surrender shall be 
sufficient to discharge the obligation set forth in paragraph 10 of this article.
12. If extradition, sought for purposes of enforcing a sentence, is refused because the person sought is a national of the requested State 
Party, the requested Party shall, if its domestic law so permits and in conformity with the requirements of such law, upon application of 
the requesting Party, consider the enforcement of the sentence that has been imposed under the domestic law of the requesting Party 
or the remainder thereof.
13. Any person regarding whom proceedings are being carried out in connection with any of the offences to which this article applies 
shall be guaranteed fair treatment at all stages of the proceedings, including enjoyment of all the rights and guarantees provided by the
domestic law of the State Party in the territory of which that person is present.
14. Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as imposing an obligation to extradite if the requested State Party has substantial 
grounds for believing that the request has been made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing a person on account of that person’s 
sex, race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin or political opinions or that compliance with the request would cause prejudice to that 
person’s position for any one of these reasons.
15. States Parties may not refuse a request for extradition on the sole ground that the offence is also considered to involve fiscal 
matters.
16. Before refusing extradition, the requested State Party shall, where appropriate, consult with the requesting State Party to provide it 
with ample opportunity to present its opinions and to provide information relevant to its allegation.
17. States Parties shall seek to conclude bilateral and multilateral agreements or arrangements to carry out or to enhance the 
effectiveness of extradition.”
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Article 1825 of the Convention is ratified without prejudice to Article 458(3) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure and the provisions of Law 2472/1997 (Government Gazette 50A) ‘Protection of
Individuals with regard to the Processing of Personal Data’, as currently in force.

                                                       
25

Article 18: Mutual legal assistance

“1. States Parties shall afford one another the widest measure of mutual legal assistance in investigations, prosecutions and judicial 
proceedings in relation to the offences covered by this Convention as provided for in article 3 and shall reciprocally extend to one 
another similar assistance where the requesting State Party has reasonable grounds to suspect that the offence referred to in article 3, 
paragraph 1 (a) or (b), is transnational in nature, including that victims, witnesses, proceeds, instrumentalities or evidence of such 
offences are located in the requested State Party and that the offence involves an organized criminal group.
2. Mutual legal assistance shall be afforded to the fullest extent possible under relevant laws, treaties, agreements and arrangements of 
the requested State Party with respect to investigations, prosecutions and judicial proceedings in relation to the offences for which a 
legal person may be held liable in accordance with article 10 of this Convention in the requesting State Party. 
3. Mutual legal assistance to be afforded in accordance with this article may be requested for any of the following purposes: (a) Taking 
evidence or statements from persons; (b) Effecting service of judicial documents; (c) Executing searches and seizures, and freezing; (d) 
Examining objects and sites; (e) Providing information, evidentiary items and expert evaluations; (f) Providing originals or certified 
copies of relevant documents and records, including government, bank, financial, corporate or business records; (g) Identifying or 
tracing proceeds of crime, property, instrumentalities or other things for evidentiary purposes; (h) Facilitating the voluntary appearance 
of persons in the requesting State Party; (i) Any other type of assistance that is not contrary to the domestic law of the requested State 
Party.
4. Without prejudice to domestic law, the competent authorities of a State Party may, without prior request, transmit information relating 
to criminal matters to a competent authority in another State Party where they believe that such information could assist the authority in 
undertaking or successfully concluding inquiries and criminal proceedings or could result in a request formulated by the latter State 
Party pursuant to this Convention.
5. The transmission of information pursuant to paragraph 4 of this article shall be without prejudice to inquiries and criminal proceedings 
in the State of the competent authorities providing the information. The competent authorities receiving the information shall comply with 
a request that said information remain confidential, even temporarily, or with restrictions on its use. However, this shall not prevent the 
receiving State Party from disclosing in its proceedings information that is exculpatory to an accused person. In such a case, the 
receiving State Party shall notify the transmitting State Party prior to the disclosure and, if so requested, consult with the transmitting 
State Party. If, in an exceptional case, advance notice is not possible, the receiving State Party shall inform the transmitting State Party 
of the disclosure without delay.
6. The provisions of this article shall not affect the obligations under any other treaty, bilateral or multilateral, that governs or will govern, 
in whole or in part, mutual legal assistance.
7. Paragraphs 9 to 29 of this article shall apply to requests made pursuant to this article if the States Parties in question are not bound 
by a treaty of mutual legal assistance. If those States Parties are bound by such a treaty, the corresponding provisions of that treaty 
shall apply unless the States Parties agree to apply paragraphs 9 to 29 of this article in lieu thereof. States Parties are strongly 
encouraged to apply these paragraphs if they facilitate cooperation.
8. States Parties shall not decline to render mutual legal assistance pursuant to this article on the ground of bank secrecy.
9. States Parties may decline to render mutual legal assistance pursuant to this article on the ground of absence of dual criminality. 
However, the requested State Party may, when it deems appropriate, provide assistance, to the extent it decides at its discretion, 
irrespective of whether the conduct would constitute an offence under the domestic law of the requested State Party.
10. A person who is being detained or is serving a sentence in the territory of one State Party whose presence in another State Party is 
requested for purposes of identification, testimony or otherwise providing assistance in obtaining evidence for investigations, 
prosecutions or judicial proceedings in relation to offences covered by this Convention may be transferred if the following conditions are 
met:
(a) The person freely gives his or her informed consent; (b) The competent authorities of both States Parties agree, subject to such 
conditions as those States Parties may deem appropriate.
11. For the purposes of paragraph 10 of this article: (a) The State Party to which the person is transferred shall have the authority and 
obligation to keep the person transferred in custody, unless otherwise requested or authorized by the State Party from which the person 
was transferred; (b) The State Party to which the person is transferred shall without delay implement its obligation to return the person 
to the custody of the State Party from which the person was transferred as agreed beforehand, or as otherwise agreed, by the 
competent authorities of both States Parties; (c) The State Party to which the person is transferred shall not require the State Party from 
which the person was transferred to initiate extradition proceedings for the return of the person; (d) The person transferred shall receive 
credit for service of the sentence being served in the State from which he or she was transferred for time spent in the custody of the 
State Party to which he or she was transferred.
12. Unless the State Party from which a person is to be transferred in accordance with paragraphs 10 and 11 of this article so agrees, 
that person, whatever his or her nationality, shall not be prosecuted, detained, punished or subjected to any other restriction of his or her 
personal liberty in the territory of the State to which that person is transferred in respect of acts, omissions or convictions prior to his or 
her departure from the territory of the State from which he or she was transferred.
13. Each State Party shall designate a central authority that shall have the responsibility and power to receive requests for mutual legal 
assistance and either to execute them or to transmit them to the competent authorities for execution. Where a State Party has a special 
region or territory with a separate system of mutual legal assistance, it may designate a distinct central authority that shall have the 
same function for that region or territory. Central authorities shall ensure the speedy and proper execution or transmission of the 
requests received. Where the central authority transmits the request to a competent authority for execution, it shall encourage the 
speedy and proper execution of the request by the competent authority. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be notified of 
the central authority designated for this purpose at the time each State Party deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance or 
approval of or accession to this Convention. Requests for mutual legal assistance and any communication related thereto shall be 
transmitted to the central authorities designated by the States Parties. This requirement shall be without prejudice to the right of a State 
Party to require that such requests and communications be addressed to it through diplomatic channels and, in urgent circumstances, 
where the States Parties agree, through the International Criminal Police Organization, if possible.
14. Requests shall be made in writing or, where possible, by any means capable of producing a written record, in a language acceptable 
to the requested State Party, under conditions allowing that State Party to establish authenticity. The Secretary-General of the United 
Nations shall be notified of the language or languages acceptable to each State Party at the time it deposits its instrument of ratification, 
acceptance or approval of or accession to this Convention. In urgent circumstances and where agreed by the States Parties, requests 
may be made orally, but shall be confirmed in writing forthwith.
15. A request for mutual legal assistance shall contain: (a) The identity of the authority making the request; (b) The subject matter and 
nature of the investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding to which the request relates and the name and functions of the authority 
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The Greek State makes use of Article 35(3)26 and declares that it is not bound by para. 2 of this
article.”

                                                                                                                                                                                       
conducting the investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding; (c) A summary of the relevant facts, except in relation to requests for 
the purpose of service of judicial documents; (d) A description of the assistance sought and details of any particular procedure that the 
requesting State Party wishes to be followed; (e) Where possible, the identity, location and nationality of any person concerned; and (f) 
The purpose for which the evidence, information or action is sought.
16. The requested State Party may request additional information when it appears necessary for the execution of the request in 
accordance with its domestic law or when it can facilitate such execution.
17. A request shall be executed in accordance with the domestic law of the requested State Party and, to the extent not contrary to the 
domestic law of the requested State Party and where possible, in accordance with the procedures specified in the request.
18. Wherever possible and consistent with fundamental principles of domestic law, when an individual is in the territory of a State Party 
and has to be heard as a witness or expert by the judicial authorities of another State Party, the first State Party may, at the request of 
the other, permit the hearing to take place by video conference if it is not possible or desirable for the individual in question to appear in 
person in the territory of the requesting State Party. States Parties may agree that the hearing shall be conducted by a judicial authority 
of the requesting State Party and attended by a judicial authority of the requested State Party.
19. The requesting State Party shall not transmit or use information or evidence furnished by the requested State Party for 
investigations, prosecutions or judicial proceedings other than those stated in the request without the prior consent of the requested 
State Party. Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the requesting State Party from disclosing in its proceedings information or evidence 
that is exculpatory to an accused person. In the latter case, the requesting State Party shall notify the requested State Party prior to the 
disclosure and, if so requested, consult with the requested State Party. If, in an exceptional case, advance notice is not possible, the 
requesting State Party shall inform the requested State Party of the disclosure without delay.
20. The requesting State Party may require that the requested State Party keep confidential the fact and substance of the request, 
except to the extent necessary to execute the request. If the requested State Party cannot comply with the requirement of 
confidentiality, it shall promptly inform the requesting State Party.
21. Mutual legal assistance may be refused:
(a) If the request is not made in conformity with the provisions of this article; (b) If the requested State Party considers that execution of 
the request is likely to prejudice its sovereignty, security, ordre public or other essential interests; (c) If the authorities of the requested 
State Party would be prohibited by its domestic law from carrying out the action requested with regard to any similar offence, had it been 
subject to investigation, prosecution or judicial proceedings under their own jurisdiction; (d) If it would be contrary to the legal system of 
the requested State Party relating to mutual legal assistance for the request to be granted.
22. States Parties may not refuse a request for mutual legal assistance on the sole ground that the offence is also considered to involve 
fiscal matters.
23. Reasons shall be given for any refusal of mutual legal assistance.
24. The requested State Party shall execute the request for mutual legal assistance as soon as possible and shall take as full account 
as possible of any deadlines suggested by the requesting State Party and for which reasons are given, preferably in the request. The 
requested State Party shall respond to reasonable requests by the requesting State Party on progress of its handling of the request. The 
requesting State Party shall promptly inform the requested State Party when the assistance sought is no longer required.
25. Mutual legal assistance may be postponed by the requested State Party on the ground that it interferes with an ongoing 
investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding.
26. Before refusing a request pursuant to paragraph 21 of this article or postponing its execution pursuant to paragraph 25 of this article, 
the requested State Party shall consult with the requesting State Party to consider whether assistance may be granted subject to such 
terms and conditions as it deems necessary. If the requesting State Party accepts assistance subject to those conditions, it shall comply 
with the conditions.
27. Without prejudice to the application of paragraph 12 of this article, a witness, expert or other person who, at the request of the 
requesting State Party, consents to give evidence in a proceeding or to assist in an investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding in 
the territory of the requesting State Party shall not be prosecuted, detained, punished or subjected to any other restriction of his or her 
personal liberty in that territory in respect of acts, omissions or convictions prior to his or her departure from the territory of the requested 
State Party. Such safe conduct shall cease when the witness, expert or other person having had, for a period of fifteen consecutive days 
or for any period agreed upon by the States Parties from the date on which he or she has been officially informed that his or her 
presence is no longer required by the judicial authorities, an opportunity of leaving, has nevertheless remained voluntarily in the territory 
of the requesting State Party or, having left it, has returned of his or her own free will.
28. The ordinary costs of executing a request shall be borne by the requested State Party, unless otherwise agreed by the States 
Parties concerned. If expenses of a substantial or extraordinary nature are or will be required to fulfil the request, the States Parties 
shall consult to determine the terms and conditions under which the request will be executed, as well as the manner in which the costs 
shall be borne.
29. The requested State Party:
(a) Shall provide to the requesting State Party copies of government records, documents or information in its possession that under its 
domestic law are available to the general public; (b) May, at its discretion, provide to the requesting State Party in whole, in part or 
subject to such conditions as it deems appropriate, copies of any government records, documents or information in its possession that 
under its domestic law are not available to the general public.
30. States Parties shall consider, as may be necessary, the possibility of concluding bilateral or multilateral agreements or 
arrangements that would serve the purposes of, give practical effect to or enhance the provisions of this article.”
26

Article 35: Settlement of disputes

“1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention through negotiation.
2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention that cannot be settled 
through negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of those States Parties, be submitted to arbitration. If, six 
months after the date of the request for arbitration, those States Parties are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration, any 
one of those States Parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice by request in accordance with the Statute of the 
Court.
3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this Convention, declare that it 
does not consider itself bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound by paragraph 2 of this article 
with respect to any State Party that has made such a reservation.
4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may at any time withdraw that reservation 
by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.”
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J. PROTOCOL TO PREVENT, SUPPRESS AND PUNISH TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, 
ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN, SUPPLEMENTING THE UNITED NATIONS 
CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME (2000)

12. GREECE, 11 January 2011, 19 January 2011, 18 January 2012

Reservations

“The Greek State ratifies Article 1327 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 
Persons, Especially Women and Children, ... without prejudice to Articles 9A of the Constitution,
19(3) of the Constitution, 8(1) of the European Convention on Human Rights, 436-457 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure and 352B of the Criminal Code, as added by Article Second (12) of Law 
3625/2007 (Government Gazette 290A), Law 2472/1997, as amended by Articles 8 of Law
2819/2000 (Government Gazette 84A), 10 of Law 3090/2002 (Government Gazette 329A) and 
Eighth of Law 3625/2007, Law 3471/2006 (Government Gazette 133A) and Presidential Decree 
47/2005 (Government Gazette 64A).”

K. PROTOCOL AGAINST THE SMUGGLING OF MIGRANTS BY LAND, SEA AND AIR, 
SUPPLEMENTING THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL 
ORGANIZED CRIME (2000)

13. GREECE, 11 January 2011, 19 January 2011, 18 January 2012

Reservations

“The Greek State ratifies … Article 1328 of the Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land,
Sea and Air, without prejudice to Articles 9A of the Constitution, 19(3) of the Constitution, 8(1) of 
the European Convention on Human Rights, 436-457 of the Code of Criminal Procedure and 352B
of the Criminal Code, as added by Article Second (12) of Law 3625/2007 (Government Gazette 
290A), Law 2472/1997, as amended by Articles 8 of Law 2819/2000 (Government Gazette 84A), 
10 of Law 3090/2002 (Government Gazette 329A) and Eighth of Law 3625/2007, Law 3471/2006 
(Government Gazette 133A) and Presidential Decree 47/2005 (Government Gazette 64A).

The Greek State makes use of Article 20(3)29 of the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by 
Land, Sea and Air, and declares that it is not bound by para. 2 of this article.”

***
                                                       
27

Article 13: Legitimacy and validity of documents
“At the request of another State Party, a State Party shall, in accordance with its domestic law, verify within a reasonable 
time the legitimacy and validity of travel or identity documents issued or purported to have been issued in its name and 
suspected of being used for trafficking in persons.”
28

Article 13: Legitimacy and validity of documents
“At the request of another State Party, a State Party shall, in accordance with its domestic law, verify within a reasonable 
time the legitimacy and validity of travel or identity documents issued or purported to have been issued in its name and 
suspected of being used for purposes of conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol.”
29

Article 20: Settlement of disputes
“1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes concerning the interpretation or application of this Protocol through 
negotiation.
2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Protocol that 
cannot be settled through negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of those States Parties, be 
submitted to arbitration. If, six months after the date of the request for arbitration, those States Parties are unable to 
agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one of those States Parties may refer the dispute to the International 
Court of Justice by request in accordance with the Statute of the Court.
3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this Protocol, 
declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound 
by paragraph 2 of this article with respect to any State Party that has made such a reservation.
4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may at any time withdraw 
that reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.”
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PART II: RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS TO COUNCIL OF EUROPE TREATIES

A. CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF INDIVIDUALS WITH REGARD TO 
AUTOMATIC PROCESSING OF PERSONAL DATA [CETS No. 108], 1 OCTOBER 1985

1. AZERBAIJAN, 3 May 2010, 7 May 2010, 6 May 2011

Declaration

“In accordance with Article 3, paragraph 2, sub-paragraph a30, of the Convention, the Republic of 
Azerbaijan declares that the provisions of the Convention will not be applied to the categories of 
personal data files, which are subject to State secret and processed by natural persons exclusively 
for personal and family needs in compliance with the rules defined by the legislation.

In accordance with Article 3, paragraph 2, sub-paragraph c31, of the Convention, the Republic of 
Azerbaijan declares that the provisions of the Convention will be applied to personal data files 
which are not processed automatically.

In accordance with Article 13, paragraph 2, sub-paragraph a, of the Convention, the Ministry of 
Justice of the Republic of Azerbaijan is designated as a competent authority for furnishing 
information on the law and administrative practice in the field of data protection and for furnishing 
factual information. The contact information are the following:

Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Azerbaijan
1, Inshaatchilar Avenue,
Baky city, AZ 1073
Republic of Azerbaijan
Email : contact@justice.gov.az.

The Republic of Azerbaijan declares that it is unable to guarantee the implementation of the 
provisions of the Convention in its territories occupied by the Republic of Armenia until the 
liberation of those territories from the occupation and complete elimination of the consequences of 
that occupation.

The Republic of Azerbaijan declares that the rights and obligations set out in the provisions of the 
Convention shall not be applied by the Republic of Azerbaijan in respect of the Republic of 
Armenia.”

B. COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONVENTION ON ACTION AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN 
HUMAN BEINGS [CETS No. 197], 1 FEBRUARY 2008

2. AZERBAIJAN, 23 June 2010, 2 July 2010, 1 July 2011

Reservation

“The Republic of Azerbaijan declares that the rights and obligations set out in the provisions of the 
Convention shall not be applied by the Republic of Azerbaijan in respect of Armenia.
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Article 3.2: “Any State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession, or at any later time, give notice by a declaration addressed to the Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe: (a) that it will not apply this convention to certain categories of automated personal data files, a list of 
which will be deposited. In this list it shall not include, however, categories of automated data files subject under its 
domestic law to data protection provisions. Consequently, it shall amend this list by a new declaration whenever 
additional categories of automated personal data files are subjected to data protection provisions under its domestic law;”
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Article 3.2: “Any State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession, or at any later time, give notice by a declaration addressed to the Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe: (c) that it will also apply this convention to personal data files which are not processed automatically.”
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The Republic of Azerbaijan declares that it is unable to guarantee the implementation of the 
provisions of the Convention in its territories occupied by the Republic of Armenia (the Nagorno-
Karabakh region of the Republic of Azerbaijan and its seven districts surrounding that region), until 
the liberation of these territories from the occupation and complete elimination of the consequences 
of that occupation."


