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PART I: INFORMATION ABOUT WORK UNDERTAKEN IN THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

1. Background information on the work of the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human 
Rights as regards terrorism and human rights issues

AS/Jur/Crime (2008) 02
21 February 2008
ajcrimedoc02 2008

Sub-Committee on Crime Problems and the Fight against Terrorism
Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights

Background information on the work of the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights 
as regards terrorism and human rights issues

Document1

prepared by the Secretariat  

Outline

I. The Marty reports: Secret detentions and illegal transfers involving Council of Europe 
member states

A. Alleged secret detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers of detainees involving 
Council of Europe member states

B. Secret detentions and illegal transfers of detainees involving Council of Europe 
member states: second report

II. UN Security Council and EU blacklists

III. State of human rights and democracy in Europe

IV. The United States of America and international law 

V. Respect for human rights in the fight against terrorism

*****

                                               
1 This document is published on PACE extranet website (restricted area for PACE Members) when it becomes available: 
http://assembly.coe.int/extranet. PACE IT Unit staff (it.unit@coe.int) remains at your disposal for any technical 
assistance. 

mailto:it.unit@coe.int)
http://assembly.coe.int/extranet


4

I. The Marty reports: Secret detentions and illegal transfers involving Council of 
Europe member states

A. Summary of 2006 Marty report: Alleged secret detentions and unlawful inter-state 
transfers of detainees involving Council of Europe member states (Doc. 10957)

An analysis of the CIA “rendition” programme reveals a “spider’s web” across the world, of secret 
detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers. While the United States is without a doubt the creator 
of this network, secret detentions and inter-state transfers of detainees have occurred with the 
collaboration or tolerance of Council of Europe member states, who are duty-bound to comply with 
their obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and the European 
Convention for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) to, inter alia, investigate serious allegations of 
human rights violations. The aim of this report is not to hold certain authorities “guilty”, but to 
ensure that the executive and legislative branches of member states thoroughly investigate 
unlawful activity that is incompatible with the fundamental principles of the Council of Europe, and 
that terrorism is vanquished without violating fundamental human rights.

 Alleged secret detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers of detainees involving the 
Council of Europe member states, 14 June 2006, Doc. 10957 Addendum

 Recommendation 1754 (2006) on alleged secret detentions and unlawful inter-state 
transfers of detainees involving Council of Europe Member states

 Resolution 1507 (2006) on alleged secret detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers of 
detainees involving Council of Europe member states

B.  Summary of 2007 Marty report: Secret detentions and illegal transfers of 
detainees involving Council of Europe member states: second report (Doc. 11302 
rev.)

It has now been established, with a high degree of probability, that CIA secret detention centres 
have been located for some years in Poland and Romania, and possibly in other Council of Europe 
member states. Information from a number of sources, including the analysis of reliable aircraft 
data, has permitted these places to be identified. These CIA secret detention centres are part of 
the High Value Detainees (“HVD”) programme, first publicly referred to by President Bush on 6 
September 2006. The HVD programme was established by the CIA through the NATO framework, 
resulting in serious infringements of human rights. There is now a need to combat terrorism 
through means consistent with human rights and the rule of law. The Report also condemns of the 
fact that state secrecy and/or national security are invoked by certain countries to obstruct 
proceedings that attempt to ascertain the responsibilities of the respective authorities complying 
with the CIA programme. The existence of secret detention facilities is also noted in the Chechen 
Republic of the Russian Federation2. 

Secret detentions and illegal transfers of detainees involving Council of Europe member states: 
second report, 11 June 2007, Doc. 11302 rev.

                                               
2 The AS/Jur is to present an Information Report to the Assembly on “Legal remedies for human rights violations in the 
North-Caucasus Region” (Rapporteur, Mr Dick Marty). Expiry date for adoption in committee: 6 October 2008.

Alleged secret detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers of detainees involving Council of 
Europe member states, Report, 12 June 2006, Doc. 10957

http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc06/edoc10957.old.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc06/edoc10957.old.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Documents/WorkingDocs/Doc07/edoc11302.pdf
http://assembly.coe.int/Documents/WorkingDocs/Doc07/edoc11302.pdf
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta06/ERES1507.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta06/ERES1507.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta06/EREC1754.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta06/EREC1754.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc06/edoc10957add.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc06/edoc10957add.htm
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 Secret detentions and illegal transfers of detainees involving Council of Europe member 
states: second report, Appendix to the report, 19 June 2007, Doc. 11302 Addendum

 Resolution 1562 (2007) on secret detentions and illegal transfers of detainees involving 
Council of Europe member states: second report 

 Recommendation 1801 (2007) on secret detentions and illegal transfers of detainees 
involving Council of Europe member states: second report)

II. Summary of 2008 Marty: UN Security Council and EU blacklists (Doc. 11454 + 
Addendum)

The term “blacklists” refers to the possibility whereby the UN or the EU may order sanctions 
targeting individuals or entities suspected of having links with terrorism. These sanctions include 
the freezing of assets and the prohibition of cross-border travel. While they are considered to be 
non-criminal, the sanctions can nevertheless have very drastic effects on the lives of those 
concerned; these effects are further augmented by the lack of due process afforded the sanctioned 
individuals. This report analyses the de-listing procedures and the means of appeal available to 
such individuals or entities, and examines whether or not the procedures are compatible with the 
guarantees of the ECHR. The Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights (AS/Jur) organised a 
“hearing” on this subject in Strasbourg on 28 June 2007; the participants included Mrs Maria 
Telalian Minister Counsellor, Greek Representation to the UN (New York), Professor Syméon 
Karagiannis (Strasbourg), Mr Vaughan CBE QC (London) and Mr Spitzer, Avocat (Paris).

 Resolution 1597 (2008) on United Nations and European Union blacklists, 23 January 2008

 Recommandation 1824 (2008) on United Nations and European blacklists, 23 January 
2008

III. Summary of 2007 Pourgourides report: State of human rights and democracy in 
Europe (Doc. 11202)

While there has been much progress in the Council of Europe member states in the fields of 
human rights, rule of law and democracy, there is still a gap between standards as articulated on 
paper and actual practice. Violations of human rights continue to occur in Europe, and xenophobia 
and intolerance are increasing. The fight against terrorism is increasingly being used as a pretext 
to undermine or reduce fundamental human rights. The most effective method of closing the gap is 
by adopting a zero-tolerance approach. The Council’s Committee of Ministers should take a series 
of concrete measures, give priority to the most serious human rights violations, eradicate impunity 
and monitor member states’ terrorism legislation and practice.

State of human rights and democracy in Europe, Report, 28 March 2007, Doc. 11202

 Recommendation 1791 (2007) on the state of human rights and democracy in Europe

 Resolution 1547 (2007) on the state of human rights and democracy in Europe

United Nations Security Council and European Union blacklists, Doc. 11454

United Nations Security Council and European Union blacklists, Addendum to Doc. 11454

http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=http://assembly.coe.int/Documents/WorkingDocs/doc07/edoc11454add.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/WorkingDocs/Doc07/EDOC11454.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/ERES1547.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/adoptedtext/ta07/erec1791.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc07/edoc11202.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta08/EREC1824.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta08/ERES1597.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/EREC1801.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/EREC1801.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/ERES1562.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/ERES1562.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc07/edoc11302add.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc07/edoc11302add.htm
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 Related: Progress of the Assembly's monitoring procedure, Monitoring Committee Report, 
30 March 2007, Doc. 11214

IV. Summary of 2007 Lloyd report: The United States of America and international law 
(Doc. 11181)

While the United States continues to be committed to international law, the U.S. administration, 
especially since 11 September 2001 and during the “war on terror”, has disregarded key human 
rights and humanitarian norms. By unlawful detention and inter-state transfers, the continued 
application of the death penalty, and its attempts to undermine the International Criminal Court, the 
U.S. is not only tarnishing its reputation, but harming the cause of justice and the rule of law. The 
Report urges the U.S. to bring an end to the current unacceptable situation, and the Committee of 
Ministers is asked to remind the U.S. Government of its obligations as an observer state to the 
Council of Europe, and to seek more information from the US with respect to the above matters.  

The United States of America and international law, Report, 8 February 2007, Doc. 11181

 Resolution 1539 (2007) on the United States of America and international law, 16 March 
2007

 Recommendation 1788 (2007) on the United States of America and international law, 16 
March 2007

V. Summary of 2006 Grebennikov introductory memorandum: Respect for human rights 
in the fight against terrorism (AS/Jur (2006) 29)

In the years since 11 September 2001, a new challenge has arisen in the field of international law: 
balancing the tension between states’ duty to protect their citizens against acts of terror and their 
obligation to respect human rights. There tends to be a temptation to respond to terrorism with 
measures valuing public security over human rights. This introductory memorandum examines a 
selection of anti-terrorism legislation, with the aim of examining their compliance with certain 
human rights instruments, especially the ECHR, as interpreted by the Strasbourg Court. The 
rapporteur is of the view that certain legislation does not appear to be in compliance with the 
Strasbourg Court’s case law and the ECHR itself.    

Respect for human rights in the fight against terrorism, Introductory memorandum, 12 December 
2006, AS/Jur (2006) 29

http://www.coe.int/t/e/legal_affairs/legal_co-operation/fight_against_terrorism/3_codexter/working_documents/2007/CODEXTER%20(2007)%2014%20E%20PACE.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/e/legal_affairs/legal_co-operation/fight_against_terrorism/3_codexter/working_documents/2007/CODEXTER%20(2007)%2014%20E%20PACE.pdf
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/adoptedtext/ta07/erec1788.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/adoptedtext/ta07/erec1788.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/FRES1539.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/FRES1539.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/ERES1539.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta07/ERES1539.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/WorkingDocs/Doc07/EDOC11181.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/WorkingDocs/Doc07/EDOC11214.htm
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/WorkingDocs/Doc07/EDOC11214.htm
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2. Charts of signatures and ratifications of Council of Europe conventions

European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism
CETS No.: 090

Treaty open for signature by the member States of the Council of Europe

Opening for signature Entry into force

Place: Strasbourg
Date : 27/1/1977

Conditions: 3 Ratifications.
Date : 4/8/1978

Status as of: 15/9/2008

Member States of the Council of Europe

States Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

Albania 4/4/2000 21/9/2000 22/12/2000 

Andorra 8/11/2001 

Armenia 8/11/2001 23/3/2004 24/6/2004 

Austria 27/1/1977 11/8/1977 4/8/1978 

Azerbaijan 7/11/2001 11/2/2004 12/5/2004 X X 

Belgium 27/1/1977 
31/10/1985 

1/2/1986 X X 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 17/3/2003 3/10/2003 4/1/2004 

Bulgaria 11/9/1997 17/2/1998 18/5/1998 X 

Croatia 7/11/2001 15/1/2003 16/4/2003 X 

Cyprus 27/1/1977 26/2/1979 27/5/1979 X X 

Czech Republic 13/2/1992 15/4/1992 1/1/1993 17 

Denmark 27/1/1977 27/6/1978 28/9/1978 X X 

Estonia 3/5/1996 27/3/1997 28/6/1997 X 

Finland 
16/11/1989 

9/2/1990 10/5/1990 X 

France 27/1/1977 21/9/1987 22/12/1987 X X X 

Georgia 11/5/2000 
14/12/2000 

15/3/2001 X 

Germany 27/1/1977 3/5/1978 4/8/1978 X X 

Greece 27/1/1977 4/8/1988 5/11/1988 X 

Hungary 3/5/1996 6/5/1997 7/8/1997 X 

Iceland 27/1/1977 11/7/1980 12/10/1980 X 

Ireland 24/2/1986 21/2/1989 22/5/1989 

Italy 27/1/1977 28/2/1986 1/6/1986 X 

Latvia 8/9/1998 20/4/1999 21/7/1999 

Liechtenstein 22/1/1979 13/6/1979 14/9/1979 

Lithuania 7/6/1996 7/2/1997 8/5/1997 

Luxembourg 27/1/1977 11/9/1981 12/12/1981 

Malta 5/11/1986 19/3/1996 20/6/1996 X 

Moldova 4/5/1998 23/9/1999 24/12/1999 

Monaco 18/9/2007 18/9/2007 1/1/2008 X 

Montenegro 15/5/2003 15/5/2003 6/6/2006 56 

Netherlands 27/1/1977 18/4/1985 19/7/1985 X X 

Norway 27/1/1977 10/1/1980 11/4/1980 X 

Poland 13/9/1995 30/1/1996 1/5/1996 

Portugal 27/1/1977 
14/12/1981 

15/3/1982 X 
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Romania 30/6/1995 2/5/1997 3/8/1997 

Russia 7/5/1999 4/11/2000 5/2/2001 X 

San Marino 8/11/2001 17/4/2002 18/7/2002 X 

Serbia 15/5/2003 15/5/2003 16/8/2003 56 X 

Slovakia 13/2/1992 15/4/1992 1/1/1993 17 

Slovenia 28/3/2000 
29/11/2000 

1/3/2001 

Spain 27/4/1978 20/5/1980 21/8/1980 

Sweden 27/1/1977 15/9/1977 4/8/1978 X 

Switzerland 27/1/1977 19/5/1983 20/8/1983 X 

the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

8/11/2001 
29/11/2004 

1/3/2005 X 

Turkey 27/1/1977 19/5/1981 20/8/1981 

Ukraine 8/6/2000 13/3/2002 14/6/2002 

United Kingdom 27/1/1977 24/7/1978 25/10/1978 X 

Total number of signatures not followed by ratifications: 1

Total number of ratifications/accessions: 46

Notes:(17) Dates of signature and ratification by the former Czech and Slovak Federal Republic.
(56) Dates of signature and ratification by the state union of Serbia and Montenegro.
a: Accession - s: Signature without reservation as to ratification - su: Succession - r: Signature "ad referendum".
R.: Reservations - D.: Declarations - A.: Authorities - T.: Territorial Application - C.: Communication - O.: Objection.
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Protocol amending the European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism
CETS No.: 190

Treaty open for signature by member States signatories to treaty ETS 90

Opening for signature Entry into force

Place: Strasbourg
Date : 15/5/2003

Conditions: Ratification by Parties to treaty ETS 90
Date : //

Status as of: 15/9/2008

Member States of the Council of Europe

States Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

Albania 9/10/2003 
15/11/2004 

Andorra 15/5/2003 

Armenia 15/5/2003 23/3/2004 

Austria 15/5/2003 13 

Azerbaijan 12/5/2004 13 X 

Belgium 15/5/2003 16/8/2007 X 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 4/2/2005 13 

Bulgaria 15/5/2003 26/2/2004 

Croatia 17/9/2003 10/5/2005 

Cyprus 15/5/2003 6/8/2004 

Czech Republic 
27/11/2007 

13 X 

Denmark 15/5/2003 14/4/2004 X 

Estonia 15/5/2003 26/5/2005 

Finland 15/5/2003 27/5/2005 

France 15/5/2003 9/1/2008 

Georgia 15/5/2003 8/12/2004 

Germany 15/5/2003 13 

Greece 15/5/2003 13 X 

Hungary 15/5/2003 13 

Iceland 15/5/2003 13 

Ireland 15/5/2003 13 

Italy 15/5/2003 13 

Latvia 5/5/2004 8/2/2005 

Liechtenstein 15/5/2003 8/2/2005 

Lithuania 
15/11/2004 

15/9/2005 

Luxembourg 11/6/2003 1/2/2005 

Malta 
15/12/2004 

13 

Moldova 15/5/2003 10/3/2005 X X 

Monaco 13 

Montenegro 15/5/2003 13 X 

Netherlands 15/7/2003 27/7/2006 X X 

Norway 
24/9/2003 s 24/9/2003 s 

Poland 15/5/2003 
10/11/2004 

Portugal 15/5/2003 13 
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Romania 15/5/2003 
29/11/2004 

Russia 15/5/2003 4/10/2006 X 

San Marino 15/5/2003 13 

Serbia 15/5/2003 13 

Slovakia 7/4/2005 7/12/2005 

Slovenia 15/7/2003 11/5/2004 

Spain 9/10/2003 13 X 

Sweden 15/5/2003 13 

Switzerland 15/5/2003 7/9/2006 

the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

15/5/2003 
14/11/2005 

Turkey 15/7/2003 20/5/2005 

Ukraine 15/5/2003 
21/12/2006 

X 

United Kingdom 15/5/2003 13 

Total number of signatures not followed by ratifications: 19

Total number of ratifications/accessions: 27

Notes:(13) State whose ratification is necessary for the entry into force of the Protocol.
a: Accession - s: Signature without reservation as to ratification - su: Succession - r: Signature "ad referendum".
R.: Reservations - D.: Declarations - A.: Authorities - T.: Territorial Application - C.: Communication - O.: Objection.
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Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism
CETS No.: 196

Treaty open for signature by the member States, the non-member States which have participated in its 
elaboration and by the European Community, and for accession by other non-member States

Opening for signature Entry into force

Place: Warsaw
Date : 16/5/2005

Conditions: 6 Ratifications including 4 Member States.
Date : 1/6/2007

Status as of: 15/9/2008

Member States of the Council of Europe

States Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

Albania 
22/12/2005 

6/2/2007 1/6/2007 

Andorra 
17/11/2005 

6/5/2008 1/9/2008 X 

Armenia 
17/11/2005 

Austria 16/5/2005 

Azerbaijan 16/5/2005 X 

Belgium 19/1/2006 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 19/1/2006 11/1/2008 1/5/2008 

Bulgaria 
17/11/2005 

31/7/2006 1/6/2007 

Croatia 16/5/2005 21/1/2008 1/5/2008 

Cyprus 16/5/2005 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 16/5/2005 24/4/2007 1/8/2007 X X 

Estonia 7/9/2005 

Finland 16/5/2005 17/1/2008 1/5/2008 

France 22/5/2006 29/4/2008 1/8/2008 

Georgia 
14/12/2005 

Germany 
24/10/2006 

Greece 
17/11/2005 

Hungary 
10/10/2007 

X 

Iceland 16/5/2005 

Ireland 

Italy 8/6/2005 

Latvia 19/5/2006 

Liechtenstein 

Lithuania 
10/10/2007 

Luxembourg 16/5/2005 

Malta 16/5/2005 

Moldova 16/5/2005 13/5/2008 1/9/2008 X 

Monaco 

Montenegro 16/5/2005 55 

Netherlands 
17/11/2005 
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Norway 9/4/2008 

Poland 16/5/2005 3/4/2008 1/8/2008 

Portugal 16/5/2005 

Romania 16/5/2005 21/2/2007 1/6/2007 

Russia 
17/11/2005 

19/5/2006 1/6/2007 X 

San Marino 
14/11/2006 

Serbia 16/5/2005 55 

Slovakia 19/5/2006 29/1/2007 1/6/2007 

Slovenia 19/5/2006 

Spain 16/5/2005 

Sweden 16/5/2005 

Switzerland 

the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

21/11/2006 

Turkey 19/1/2006 X 

Ukraine 16/5/2005 
21/12/2006 

1/6/2007 X X 

United Kingdom 16/5/2005 

Non-member States of the Council of Europe

States Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

Canada 

Holy See 

Japan 

Mexico 

United States 

International Organisations

Organisations Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

European Community 

Total number of signatures not followed by ratifications: 28

Total number of ratifications/accessions: 14

Notes:(55) Date of signature by the state union of Serbia and Montenegro.
a: Accession - s: Signature without reservation as to ratification - su: Succession - r: Signature "ad referendum".
R.: Reservations - D.: Declarations - A.: Authorities - T.: Territorial Application - C.: Communication - O.: Objection.
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Council of Europe Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of 
the Proceeds from Crime and on the Financing of Terrorism

CETS No.: 198
Treaty open for signature by the member States, the non-member States which have participated in its 

elaboration and by the European Community, and for accession by other non-member States

Opening for signature Entry into force

Place: Warsaw
Date : 16/5/2005

Conditions: 6 Ratifications including 4 Member States.
Date : 1/5/2008

Status as of: 15/9/2008

Member States of the Council of Europe

States Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

Albania 
22/12/2005 

6/2/2007 1/5/2008 

Andorra 

Armenia 
17/11/2005 

2/6/2008 1/10/2008 X X 

Austria 16/5/2005 

Azerbaijan 

Belgium 16/5/2005 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 19/1/2006 11/1/2008 1/5/2008 

Bulgaria 
22/11/2006 

Croatia 29/4/2008 

Cyprus 16/5/2005 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 

Estonia 

Finland 
16/12/2005 

France 

Georgia 

Germany 

Greece 
12/10/2006 

Hungary 

Iceland 16/5/2005 

Ireland 

Italy 8/6/2005 

Latvia 19/5/2006 

Liechtenstein 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 16/5/2005 

Malta 16/5/2005 30/1/2008 1/5/2008 X X 

Moldova 16/5/2005 18/9/2007 1/5/2008 X X X X 

Monaco 

Montenegro 16/5/2005 55 

Netherlands 
17/11/2005 

13/8/2008 1/12/2008 X X X 
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Norway 

Poland 16/5/2005 8/8/2007 1/5/2008 X X 

Portugal 16/5/2005 

Romania 16/5/2005 21/2/2007 1/5/2008 X X 

Russia 

San Marino 
14/11/2006 

Serbia 16/5/2005 55 

Slovakia 
12/11/2007 

Slovenia 28/3/2007 

Spain 

Sweden 16/5/2005 

Switzerland 

the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

17/11/2005 

Turkey 28/3/2007 X X 

Ukraine 
29/11/2005 

United Kingdom 

Non-member States of the Council of Europe

States Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

Canada 

Holy See 

Japan 

Mexico 

United States 

International Organisations

Organisations Signature Ratification Entry into force Notes R. D. A. T. C. O.

European Community 

Total number of signatures not followed by ratifications: 21

Total number of ratifications/accessions: 8

Notes:(55) Date of signature by the state union of Serbia and Montenegro.
a: Accession - s: Signature without reservation as to ratification - su: Succession - r: Signature "ad referendum".
R.: Reservations - D.: Declarations - A.: Authorities - T.: Territorial Application - C.: Communication - O.: Objection.

Source : Treaty Office on http://conventions.coe.int

http://conventions.coe.int/
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PART II: INFORMATION ABOUT WORK UNDERTAKEN IN THE UNITED NATIONS

1. Security Council Resolution 1822 (2008) 
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2. The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy

5 September 2008

General Assembly
GA/10738 

Department of Public Information • News and Media Division • New York
Sixty-second General Assembly 
Plenary 
119th & 120th Meetings (AM & PM)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONCLUDES TWO-DAY DEBATE BY RENEWING COMMITMENT TO 
STRENGTHEN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN PREVENTING,

COMBATING TERRORISM

Consensus Resolution Calls for Implementation of Global Counter-Terror Strategy

Following a two-day debate, the General Assembly today renewed its unwavering 
commitment to strengthen international cooperation to prevent and combat terrorism, and, recalling 
its pivotal role in following up on implementation of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy, called on Member States and the Organization to accelerate their efforts to implement it in 
all its aspects.

Adopted on 8 September 2006, the Strategy united, for the first time, all 192 United Nations 
Member States behind a common strategic framework. They agreed to take a concrete set of 
measures to address terrorism in all its aspects, and, by that action, to convey the same critical 
message: terrorism is never justifiable, whether on political, philosophical, ideological, racial, 
ethnic, religious or any other grounds.

In the Strategy, Member States also committed themselves to review its implementation in two 
years’ time. The just-concluded Meeting was the first major assessment of their efforts to implement 
the Strategy’s four pillars: to address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism; to prevent 
and combat terrorism; to build State capacity to prevent and combat terrorism, and to strengthen the 
role of the United Nations in that regard; and to ensure respect for the human rights of all as well as 
the rule of law as the fundamental basis for the fight against terrorism.

By today’s consensus resolution, adopted as orally amended, Member States reaffirmed 
the Global Strategy and its four pillars, as well as their own primary responsibility to implement it.
By other terms, the Assembly called on States that had not yet done so to consider becoming 
parties to existing international anti-terrorism instruments, and to make every effort to conclude a 
comprehensive convention on international terrorism. It took note of the measures adopted by 
Member States and by international, regional and subregional organizations, within the framework 
of the Global Strategy, all of which strengthened international cooperation to fight terrorism.

At the same time, the Assembly reaffirmed the need to enhance international cooperation in 
countering terrorism, recalling in that regard the role of the United Nations system in promoting 
international cooperation and capacity-building as one of the Strategy’s elements.

The Assembly decided, by other terms, to interact with the Counter-Terrorism Implementation 
Task Force on a regular basis. (The Task Force was established by the Secretary-General in July 
2005 to ensure overall coordination and coherence in the counter-terrorism efforts of the United 
Nations system). It asked the Secretary-General to report to the next Assembly session on progress 
towards implementation of the Strategy. His report could contain suggestions for future 
implementation by the United Nations system and for implementation of the present text.
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Like yesterday, speakers today affirmed the central role that the United Nations, in 
particular the General Assembly, as the only body with universal representation, had to play in the 
coordination of international cooperation to combat terrorism, and voiced support for 
institutionalizing the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force, stipulating that it should have 
more interaction with the Assembly in order to profit from Member States’ guidance.

Echoing other speakers’ sentiments, the representative of Slovenia said that full respect for 
values such as democracy, human rights and the rule of law constituted the most effective tool in 
countering terrorism in the long run. Ukraine’s representative added that, beyond the immediate 
aspect of combating terrorism, every country should also try to resolve its root causes. Extreme 
poverty, unjust social systems, corruption, the violation of human rights and discrimination could 
easily be cited among those, as could regional conflicts.

Speakers also stressed that terrorism could not be linked to any specific religion, culture or 
ethnic groups, and that there must be a clear distinction between terrorist acts and the legitimate 
struggle for the right to self-determination. They called on Member States to urgently conclude 
negotiations on the comprehensive convention on terrorism, and to arrive at a definition of terrorism.

Delegates also underscored the importance of helping developing countries build capacity.
The representative of the Maldives underlined the need for such assistance by saying that some of 
today’s terrorist organizations and transnational crime syndicates had far greater resources at their 
disposal than did some small sovereign Member States of the United Nations. Regional and 
subregional cooperation was stressed in that regard.

The representatives of Iran and Afghanistan drew attention to the important role of drug 
trafficking as a major source of finance for some terrorist groups in their region. Iran had lost some 
4,000 law-enforcement personnel in the fight against drug traffickers, and urged the international 
community to pay more attention to that issue.

Also speaking today were the representatives of Italy, India, Russian Federation, Colombia, 
Kazakhstan, Austria, Brazil, Senegal, Slovakia, Republic of Korea, Nigeria, Argentina, Nicaragua, 
Palau, South Africa, Libya, Malaysia, Syria, Kenya, Thailand, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Albania, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Panama, El Salvador and Lebanon.

The General Assembly will meet again at a date and time to be announced.


