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Database on the Office of the Legal Adviser of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Office of the Legal Adviser of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (OLA) plays a vital role in international relations
as it ensures the dissemination and respect of public international law at state level. In this respect, it appears
in the organisational charts of Ministries of Foreign Affairs even though its name and competencies differ from
one country to another. Yet, in spite of this, the public at large is generally unaware of its existence.

This state of affairs led the Committee of Legal Advisers on Public International Law (CAHDI) to decide in 2004
to collect state-specific information on the organisation and functions of the Office of the Legal Adviser of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Member and observer states subsequently supplied information on the following topics:

- the title, rank and position of their Legal Adviser;

- the principal functions of their OLA;

- the staff employed by their OLA;

- the organisation and structure of their OLA;

- their OLA’s place within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

- their OLA’s main contacts within Government;

- the relations their OLA has with lawyers in private practice, academics and legal institutions;
- a bibliography on their OLA, if available.

National contributions can be found hereafter. They are in PDF format and can be read using the free Adobe®

Acrobat® Reader. If you do no have this software installed on your system, you may download it for free from
Adobe’s website.
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Introductory note to the data base
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National contributions /Contributions nationales English Frannais
Albania / Albanie |

Andorra / Andorre

Armenia / Arménie |

Austria / Autriche

Azerbaijan / Azerbaidjan |

Belgium / Belgique |
Bosnia and Herzegovina / Bosnie-Herzégovine

Bulgaria / Bulgarie

Croatia / Croatie |

Cyprus / Chypre

Czech Republic / République Tchéeque

Denmark / Danemark |
Estonia / Estonie |
Finland / Finlande |
France / France |

Georgia / Géorgie

Germany / Allemagne |

Greece / Grece
Hungary / Hongrie
Iceland / Islande
Ireland / Irlande

Italy / Italie

Latvia / Lettonie
Liechtenstein / Liechtenstein
Lithuania / Lituanie |
Luxembourg / Luxembourg
Malta / Malte

Moldova / Moldavie
Monaco / Monaco
Netherlands / Pays-Bas
Norway / Norvege

Poland / Pologne

Portugal / Portugal

Romania / Roumanie

Russian Federation / Fédération de Russie
San Marino / Saint-Marin

Serbia / Serbie

Slovakia / Slovaquie
Slovenia / Slovénie |

Spain / Espagne

Sweden / Suede |

Switzerland / Suisse |
“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” / “I'ex-République yougoslave de Macédoine”

Turkey / Turquie |

Ukraine / Ukraine

United Kingdom / Royaume-Uni
Canada / Canada

Israel

Japan / Japon

Mexico / Mexique

USA/USA



