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THE ROLE OF THE DEPOSITARY:

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL’S PRACTICE AS 
DEPOSITARY OF MULTILATERAL TREATIES

Foreword

At its 19th meeting, Berlin, 13-14 March 2000, the CAHDI decided to enter into a dialogue 
with the UN Secretariat General concerning the UN Secretary-General's practice as 
depositary of multilateral treaties.

In pursuance of the CAHDI decision, by letter dated 5 June 2000, the Director General of 
Legal Affairs invited the UN Under-Secretary for Legal Affairs to attend the 20th meeting of 
the CAHDI or designate a representative, possibly from the Treaty Section. 

Following this invitation, the CAHDI Secretariat received a copy of a recent communication 
circulated by the Legal Counsel of the UN to all Member States [ref. LA4TR/221(23-1)] 
relating to the practice followed by the Secretary-General as depositary in respect of 
communications from States which seek to modify their existing reservations to multilateral 
treaties deposited with the Secretary-General or which may be understood to seek to do so.

The above-mentioned communication is attached notwithstanding the possible participation 
of a representative of the UN Treaty Section at the 20th meeting of the CAHDI.

� For any information concerning this document please contact the Department of Public Law, 

Tel. 33 (0)388413479, Fax 33 (0)388412764, e-mail : Cahdi@coe.int
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