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WELCOME SPEECH 

 
Mr Ladislav HAVEL 

Rector, Mendel University, Brno, Czech Republic 

 

 

Mr Ladislav Havel welcomed the participants to the Mendel University of Brno and wished them a 

successful meeting. 

 

Mendel University in Brno is the oldest independent specialist university in the Czech Republic. Its 

founding was preceded, from 1864 onwards, by efforts to establish an agricultural university in Moravia 

which, however, failed because of obstacles of a political, economic and ethnic character. Its founding 

was eventually enabled by the declaration of an independent Czechoslovak Republic in October 1918. 

 

The University of Agriculture in Brno (UOA) was established by Act No. 460 as of 24 July 1919 and 

maintained its name until 1994. The establishment of the University was facilitated greatly by the 

transformation of the Agricultural College in Tábor into a university, its relocation to Brno and location in 

a new building of the Regional Institute for the Blind in Brno - Černá Pole. The UOA consisted of two 

sections: Agriculture and Forestry. In the academic year 1919/1920, classes were started in the 

Agricultural Section only, while the Forestry Section was relocated to the Czech Technical University in 

Prague. The Forestry Section was opened in October 1920 on relocation to Brno. 
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In 2011, the establishment of an independent university institute Ceitec Mendelu within the Faculty of 

Agronomy incorporated the University into an international scientific centre of excellence, the Central 

European Institute of Technology. At the end of 2012, the University received the prestigious certificates 

ETCS Label and Diploma Supplement Label from the European Commission, which serves as a 

confirmation that its study programmes and the examination system are in accordance with the principles 

of the Bologna Declaration.  


