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The Republic of Croatia and the 
European Landscape Convention 

• Among the first countries that signed and ratified the 
European Landscape Convention (2002) 

• The landscape issue is still not tackled holistically 

• There is no single law that regulates the matter of 
landscape 

• The legal protection of the landscape is based on 
several laws 

• Different approaches to the landscape issue, each 
one in favour of the sectorial needs 



The most important laws 

• Nature Protection Act 

• Act on Protection and Preservation of Cultural 
Goods 

• Act on Physical Planning 

• Environmental Protection Act 



Nature Protection Act 

• Most landscapes are valued and protected because 
of their natural elements 

• The most frequent category = important landscapes  

• Some landscapes are integral parts of the wider 
protected areas (national parks, regional parks, 
monuments of park architecture) 



 Act on Protection and 
Preservation of Cultural Goods 

• Allow to list and protect  “cultural landscapes” 

• this possibility is not used very often 

• ambiguity of regulations 

• lack of standards and criteria for their identification 
and inventorying 

 



 Ordinary landscapes 

• Traditional rural (agricultural) landscapes 

• Many are threatened (depopulation of rural areas - 
abandonment of cultivated land and vegetation 
succession, degradation of material heritage and 
increase of environmental risks like wildfires) 

• More jeopardised on the coast and islands 

– demand for tourist areas is increasing 

– spatial plans often do not take into consideration the 
unprotected landscapes 





 LDPP 
• Implemented the principles of 

– the Framework Convention on the value of cultural 
heritage for society  

– the European Landscape Convention  

• Community-led and place-based projects 

• based on key principles: 

– the local population as a main player in development 

– heritage as an asset 

– synergies created for a common project 



 LDPP objectives 
• to promote and manage local cultural, natural and 

human heritages as sustainable resources and a common 
good;  

• to plan and develop territories both socially and 
economically, while respecting their specificities; 

• to elaborate innovative projects which can generate 
investments that are better adapted to local resources 
and integrated into the public action; 

• to have new procedures and methods of action validated 
that can be used in other territories at national or 
international level. 





Island of Cres 

Brno 



The island of 
Cres 

The biggest 
Adriatic island 
(405,7 km2) 

2 municipalities 
(Cres and Mali 
Lošinj) 

Only 3.055 
inhabitants 
(depopulation 
trends) 



 LDPP Cres 
• Carried out consultations and the exchange of 

opinions using a participative process  

• Wide spectre of subjects (public administrations, 
private businesses, NGOs) participated in a debate 
on the future of the island  



 LDPP Results 



Territory Charter 

Povelja razvoja otoka Cresa  





The Heritage 
Survey 



LANDSCAPE STUDY OF THE 
ISLAND OF CRES 
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Ethnographic study of 
spatial identities 



Causative socio-eco system 



 Visual /artistic 
interpretation 

























 Block Diagrams 







 Sensitive Maps 







Overview map of the 

landscape units and 

landscape areas of the 

island of Cres 







 

 Landscape valorisation map 

 

 

 

 



 
Problem map 

 

 

Level of natural 

vegetation succession 



 
Sensitivity map with 

suggested models of 

landscape management 



 Impacts and 
Follow-up activities 



 Impacts 

• positive impacts on stakeholders involved in local 
development and local community in general 

• the landscape survey can serve as a useful tool to 
encourage cooperation between various experts and 
stakeholders in quick assessing the landscapes of 
certain territory 

• helpful tool for awareness raising about landscape 
values of the territory 

• PIU acquired new knowledge and got acquainted 
with a poll of experts and researchers 



 Follow-up 

• Attempt to insert landscape elements into the Spatial 
Plan of the Town of Cres  

 

• Project Implementation Unit participated in the 
preparation of several international project proposals  

– Interreg Crossborder Cooperation 

– Horizon 2020 



 Conclusion 

The used rapid survey method was proven to be 
effective 

 

The Landscape Study has contributed to the analysis of 
the territory and elaboration of the island 

development strategy 

 



 Conclusion 

The management of the ordinary (rural) landscape can 
be more efficient if the measures are integrated in 
comprehensive territorial development strategy 

 

The ordinary (rural) landscape can be preserved only  

if used and if part of the common responsibility for its 
preservation is transferred to the local community 

 



 Conclusion 

Landscape in the function of local development 

Local development in the function of landscape  
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