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Dear participants, ladies and gentlemen 

• Please, allow me to greet you from the foothills of Šumava 
mountains, from the town of Strakonice. 

 

• My name is Miroslav Šobr and I work as a head of the 
Department of Landscape Ecology at the municipality of 
Strakonice. In my work, I am, among other topics, in charge of 
environmental education. I would like to introduce you to the 
Ecological Projects of Strakonice during the period from 2003 
to 2017, realised in the framework of environmental 
education and the Garden of Knowledge project. 
 

• The main aim of these projects is to involve schools and the 
general public in the exploration of the Southwest Bohemia – 
Prácheňsko microregion, in the natural, cultural and historical 
context. 



Strakonice 
a modern town in South 

Bohemia, above the Otava 

river, with famous bag-

piping tradition. 

Czech Republic 
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International Festival of Bag - pipers 

 

    Strakonice Castle, national cultural monument 
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Strakonice municipality gained national Landscape Award of 

the Czech Republic 2012 for ECOLOGICAL PROJECTS 

realized between 2003 – 2012. Strakonice projects also 

represented Czech Republic in Council of Europe Landscape 

Award 2012/2013.  



Council of Europe recognized great 
value of the nominated project within 
the session 2012-2013 of the Council 
of Europea Landscape Award. 
The diploma has been delivered during 
the Workshop meeting in Wroclaw, 
Poland on 12.6.2014. 

Landscape Award of the 
Czech Republic 2012 



2003 - 2004 
Step by step through the Protected Landscape, „Meditative Country“. 



2005 In the Shadows of Monumental  Trees 



2006 - 2007 At the Springs of the Living Water 



2008 Rivers, Creeks and Streams – 

To the Outfalls from the Springs 



2009 On the Waves of Silvery Fishponds Ponds 



2010 On the Paths of the 

Mansion Parks 



2011 Mysterious Shadows of the Forest 



2012 Here He Went, Bagpipes He Played 



Between 2003 and 2012 the projects comprehensively presented the nature, 

culture and history of Strakonice, Blatná and Vodňany microregions 

The average price of one project is about 8,500 Euro 

All age categories participated. Kindergartens, elementary schools, 

students, public, seniors. 

The projects were made up of a theoretical part (competition through the 

internet) and a practical part (as cleaning of water-springs, water analyzes, 

forest planting, nature cleaning, information materials, lectures, publications). 

80% of the funding was provided by the Strakonice Municipality, 

20% of the funds were provided by grants of South Bohemia Region, 

                             Blatná and Vodňany 

Nowadays the practical parts of the projects continue in a close cooperation 

with schools and the theoretical part is available on the Strakonice Internet 

portal. 

Starting in 2013, the City of Strakonice, in cooperation with surrounding 

towns, municipalities, elementary schools and seniors' homes, continues in 

ecological awareness projects under the common name 

„GARDEN of KNOWLEDGE“ 



Garden of Knowledge 

2013 - 2018 



The Principle of the project is, in the framework of the annual Pilgrimage, to show the natural, cultural 

and historical wealth of the landscapes of Southwest Bohemia – Prácheňsko. The commemorative 

spots consist of the outplanting of the indigenous varieties of fruit trees, sitting and a memorial stone 

with an information table. There are significant figures and events of Prácheňsko presented. The 

municipalities bulit up commemorative stops on communal lands in the open landscape, or in quiet 

areas of municipalities. They are bulit in cooperation with elementary schools and local organizations, 

such as firefighters, hunters, gardeners, barates, etc.. The City of Strakonice, as a guarantor of the 

whole project, and in cooperation with the Mendel University Brno, supplies the surrounding 

municipalities with the fruit trees. Planting is very often linked to the revitalization of the landscape. 



Matčino Řehtáč soudkovitý 

Croncelské Strýmka 

Some of the indeginous fruit varieties 



2014 2015 

www.souteze.strakonice.eu 





JAROSLAV HAŠEK, writer 

(1883 Praha – 1923 Lipnice nad Sázavou) 

A commemorative stop was built in the village near the sports and relaxation 

center. 



ALOIS JIRÁSEK, writer  

(1851 Hronov – 1930 Praha) 

A Commemorative stop bulit nearby a cycling trail, at a battle-field at 

Sudoměř 



FRANZ KAFKA, writer  
(1883 Praha – 1924 Klosterneuburk),  

Austria 

A commemorative stop was bulit on a trail to the Jewish cemetery behind 

Osek. 



A commemorative stop was built by 

the employees of the Strakonice 

Municipality in the form of an 

orchard (26 apple trees, 4 pears, 2 

cherries).  

It was bulit nearby the cycling trail 

Strakonice - Krty-Blatná, at the area 

of reclaimed former communal 

landfills. 

JOSEF ŠMIDINGER  

(1801 Strakonice-1852 Hostomice pod Brdy)-apoštol české knihy- 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An example of some comemorial stops and their information tables  

built between 2014 - 2016 
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An example of some memorial stops and their information tables 



11. August 

2013 

The project was presented in the media (television, radio) 



And in the regional and national press 



A publication GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE I. mapping the first three years of the 

project (2013, 2014, 2015), was published by the City of Strakonice in 2016. 



Year 2013 



The Commemorative stops 2014: 1. Chelčice, 2. Drahonice, 3. Volyně, 4. Škůdra, 5. 

Strašice, 

 6. Krajníčko, 7. Čestice, 8. Horažďovice, 9. Štěkeň, 10.Lnáře, 11. Blatná, 12. Putim,  

13. Bělčice, 14. Hajany 

Year 2014 



Year 2015 



Year 2016 



Year 2017 



OUTCOMES: 

State of the project by  

31. July 2017 

• Participation of 10 

cities, 5 towns, 44 

villages, 8 elementary 

schools, 3 senior homes 

• Establishment of 65 

commemorable stops 

• Plantation of more than 

1200 fruit trees + 600 

other species of trees 

separately by the 

municipalites as a part 

of the project 

continuatioin 



The main benefits of the project 

• Wide involvement of towns and municipalities in Southwestern 

Bohemia – Prachensko microregion, through their local social  

organizations 

• Commemoration of the natural, cultural, historical and social functions 

of the landscape 

• Restoration of original landscape structures (boundaries, field rim 

edges, remnants, fruit orchards, etc.) and use of local fruits by folks 

• Expanding tourist offer for the local population (rest zones, walking 

trails, etc.) 

• Expanding tourist and biking tourism in the region (geocatching, etc.) 

• Increasing the biodiversity of open landscapes and offering food for 

insects, birds and game 

• The strengthening of the cultural functions of the landscape by 

restoration of boundaries, small sacral architecture, springs, 

sightseeing places 

• Building up a gene bank of the original species of fruit trees 

• And also important RELATIVE MODESTY OF THE PROJECT, with 

maximum efficiency for the public of all ages! 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

I WISH YOU A PLEASANT DAY 

www.souteze.strakonice.eu miroslav.sobr@mu-st.cz +420 606 669 920 

Mr. Šobr Miroslav, Strakonice, Department of the Environment 


